pro-Israeli militiamen killed 

RjAYOUN(AP) — Rve i^IsraeJi militiamen were 
Sunday wbengiierrillas fired a Sagger missile into an 
^ 1 nipied- enclave in South Lebanon, security 

icLHizbollah claimed responsibility for the 6:15 
'" GMT) assault on Tumat Jizzine in the foothills 



projectile hit their vehicle. Israeli and SLA 
“—Hions responded with heavy bombardment of 
ig the eastern sector of the enclave, which 
J* “security zone.” There was no immediate 
Iriiof casualties in the shelling. Hizbollah guerrillas 
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Import document rates relaxed 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Customs Department on Sunday 
endorsed an amendment to the regulations governing the 
certification of proforma invoices and importation docu- 
ments. The amendments allow importers to clear their 
goods through customs procedures even if they do not have 
certified documents provided that they pay a refundable 
cash deposit of One per cent of the value of the consign- 
ment. Customs Department Director General Nazmi A2 
Abdullah said. The deposit amount will be refunded when 
the certified documents are presented within 60 days from 
the date of payment. Under previous regulations, impor- 
ters used to pay a two per cent deposit of the total value of 
imported goods. Mr. Al Abdullah said the new amendment 
was made m response to a request by the Amman Chamber 
of Industry. 
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een in 
don 

(Petra) — Their 
King Hussein and 
foor arrived in Lon- 
f NmnHa on SatUT- 
; an a several- 
visit to the Un- 




Hussein and Queen 
received at the 
!wrtr by several British 
. Office officials and 
.^- jerdanian ambassador 

> fhe JDng and Queen, are 
on the visit by 
Royal Highnesses 
/ ' £ce AH and Prince Ham- 
as Prime MDnis- 
tSharifZeid Ben Shaker. 
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jailed f 0rr jwrltl says he met 

1 ,Gflo won^F 8 ® recent, y 

,, u .. RIAN (R.) — Jordan's 
” '' -y v?.ggn minister on Sunday 
-aled' be met his Syrian 
: ^ r - ■ 1 htetpart last month to tiy 

■ i r . . ■ -J. cold ties and said hie 

^ - iji contact Damascus 
' •'•in ; ‘‘ veT y soon.” The two 
jhbours have had tense 
; ;• ‘ 'fisjpcc Jordan signed a 

■ - - • h-.y-a treaty with Israel last 

ober, and no high-level 
’ Jfings between officials 

•,. .<Sibeen reported since 
■ : .r. But Abaul Karim A1 

• “iariti told reporters be 
- ■ V two “very positive” 

tings with Syrian Foreign 
ister Farouk A1 Sharaa 
.. “the fringes of an Arab 
... ^ne meeting in Cairo in 
:cb. “I will be in touch 
soon with them,” Mr. 
arid said. 

/ 3as due today 

-fIMAN (Petra) — The 
; - • ' vS. coordinator of the Mid- 

' East peace process. De- 
• v -s Ross, .arrives here today 

• a brief visit to Jordan as 
: t of a tour of the region. 

■ > ; Ross wfll discuss with 
‘ ‘ ’■ ■•ior Jordanian officials bi- 

- -^ral relations and develop- 
-^its of the peace process. 

-ludis play down 
: ilf border rows 

. -U DHABI (AEP)— Gulf 
- ' "ib states, need time to re- 
as theh- border disputes 
.-"they are not a cause for 
.r 'icern, Saudi Defence 
. -aster Prince Saltan Ben 

_ iul Aziz said here Sun- 
.'Speaking at the end of a 
■day visit to the United 
p nw p r c , E , ni « rates (UAE), 
HOWei- we Suhan said the leaders 

turn he six Gulf Cooperation 

(GCQ states were 
3uu«i j ig various approaches to 

v ; At the disputes. “The 
~ states are cooperating 
' . • understanding each other 

J - ■ . there is no reason to 

- ty,” be told reporters. 

. ne is an important factor 

everything will be re- 
- - : sd in thne.” 

. jtsln mlght run 
• .*..1996 elections 

„ ■ ■ “ /’ .^SCOW (AP) — Presi- 

. .’ •> Boris Yeltsin might run 
. . ■ •• ;t® 1996 presidential elec- 

. . s. an ode indicated Sun- 
" ..‘ ■ Tbe president's aides 
- adimnistration officials 

•..* • ’ ■ W)Hqiig-in such a regime 
, • - 'j?? v “8ges the president 

. . W Bffi,- said Mr. Yelt- 

' .. economic adviser, Alex- 
.. spwbits. Mr. Liwhits, 

. ■' ,l ''. -ig 1 ®* the statement at a 
_r ' ;' . p w inecting of Russia’s 
.• :«?: pro-reform move- 

added that he could 
• .* ; .. . *y for sure whether Mr. 
in wfll be running. 

; -dam names 
1 Irt as adviser 


■ ;.'HDAD (AP) — Presi- 
, Saddam Hussein has 
. “• - ,-.nted his former chief of 
r : top military adviser, 

official announcement 
‘,-anday. In his new post, 
lr '. ; Tal Iyad Futiyeh Al 
., *- L ' -■.will have the rank of a 
,tr, said the announce- 
v >•' .without explaining how 
. ties would compare to 
. '■'"’of the defence and in- 
• ministers. Gen. Rawi 
~\’-l ' i “. l srved as chief of staff 
V >4arch 1992. Last week, 
• .. replaced by his depu- 
■' ■.-eutenant-Genera! Sul- 
: ^ i: '^' shhn Ahmad. 
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7 Israelis killed, scores 
injured in Gaza bombings 


GAZA (Agendes) — Suicide 
car bombers’ killed seven 
Israelis and wounded about 
45 on Sunday in two attacks 
near Jewish settlements in 
the Gaza Strip. 

Islamic Jihad said one of its 
members crashed a car full of 
explosives into a bus carrying 
soldiers and settlers near 
Kfar Darom, a settlement be- 
side the main highway south 
of Gaza dty. 

Security sources said the 
blast killed six and wounded 
about 40, seven of them criti- 
cally. 

Another militant group, 
Hamas, said a member of its 
military wing ran his 


explosives-laden car into an 
Israeli convoy at the nearby 
settlement of Netzarim. 

At least one Israeli was 
killed and several wounded, 
Israeli sources said. 

Most of the killed were 
Israeli settlers. 

Both groups said the 
attacks were in part to avenge 
the bombing death of Hamas 
members in Gaza a week 
ago. Islamic Jihad made the 
claim in a leaflet, Hamas in a 
telephone call to an interna- 
tional news agency. 

The Hamas caller said the 
attacks were not coordinated. 

Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 


Yasser Arafat, who rules 
most of Gaza under a 1993 
peace deal with Israel, conde- 
mned the bombings as a “ter- 
rorist operation” by the 
“enemies of peace.” 

The attacks increase press- 
ure on him to crack down on 
hardliners who have vowed 
to wreck the accord. Israel 
has conditioned further im- 
plementation of self-rule on 
improved security. 

Israel wfll continue nego- 
tiations with the Palestinians 
despite the bombings. Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin said. 

“We will not halt the nego- 
tiations but we demand that 
the Palestinian Authority in 



Gaza prove its ability to fight 
terrorism,” Mr. Rabin told 
reporters at the scene of one 
of Sunday's bombings.. 

“We will continue ensuring 
security for Israelis by main- 
taining the closure of the 
(Palestinian) territories, 
checks at crossing points and 
patrols by Israeli troops in 
the Gaza Strip,” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

If there had been no clo- 
sure the latest bombings 
“would have happened in 
Israel and the effect would 
have been much worse." 

He said the Palestinian Au- 
thority “must prove that it 
can act against the fun- 
damentalist organisations, 
whose main aim is to halt the 
peace process and strike at 
Israel." 

Both Kfar Darom and Net- 
zarim are isolated enclaves, 
north of the main settlements 
which are fenced off in a 
block in the sooth of the 
Gaza Strip. 

Palestinians and Israeli 
left-wingers have called for 
the removal of all 4,000 set- 
tlers from Gaza. 

Israeli cabinet ministers 
called on Mr. Arafat’s self- 
rule government in Gaza to 
crack down on the militants 
and warned that the July 1 
deadline for starting to ex- 
tend autonomy to the West 
Bank would be slowed if no 
action was taken. 

Mr. Arafat gave no indica- 
tion if he would try to disarm 
the opponents of peace but 
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wounded h Sunday’s, bombing, in- Gaza, is brought t» a ho>pMal(A FP photo)" , (Goittoiid.- w.piigt 

Peres proposes Palestine in Gaza 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres has proposed the crea- 
tion of an independent 
Palestinian state in the self- 
rule Gaza Strip, officials said 
Sunday. 

The minister outlined the 
jroposal before parliament’s 


ign affairs and defence 
committee, bis aides said. 

In return for a sovereign 
state Mr. Peres suggested the 
Palestinians might relax de- 
mands for an Israeli army 
redeployment on the West 
Bank as envisaged in the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) auton- 
omy accords, the daily 
Haaretz reported. 

But Palestinian leader Yas- 
ser Arafat has rejected the 
offer because he fears it 
would confine him to die tiny 
Gaza Strip and edge him ont 
of control of West Bank 
affairs. 

“This plan is contrary to 
the declaration of principles 
(on autonomy) of Sept. 13, 
1993, and shows that Israel is 


looking to separate the West 
Bank from the Gaza Strip,” 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim, secret- 
ary general of the Palestinian 
National Authority (FNA), 
told AFP. 

Haaretz said Sunday that 
Mr. Peres discussed the idea 
of an independent state of 
Gaza with the Palestinian In- 
ternational Cooperation 
Minister Nabil Shaath. 

Mr. Peres told the news- 
paper, however, that “all 
sorts of ideas are being 
raised, but only those coming 
from signed documents will 
commit the Israeli govern- 
ment." 

According to Dr. Shaath, a 
Palestinian state will emerge 
in five years' time. 

“I have no doubts about 
the establishment of a 
Palestinian state in five years' 
time with East Jerusalem as 
its capital,” he told the Am- 
man daily Al Dus tour. 

Palestinian self-rule was 
launched in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank town of 
Jericho last May for an in- 


terim period of five years. 

Dr. Shaath said that de- 
spite difficulties in the Isracli- 
Palestiman negotiations “we 
will see in five years the birth 
of a Palestinian state.” 

Discussions are due to start 
on the final status of the 
Palestinian territories and 
Arab East Jerusalem by May 
1996. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin is to hold ministerial 
meetings on Monday on the 
state of the negotiations on 
implementing the autonomy 
accords. 

Talks on extending auton- 
omy on the West Bank have 
stalled over an Israeli military 
redeployment outside 
Palestinian towns, originally, 
scheduled for last July ahead 
of elections to a self-rule 
council. 

The Jewish state has so far 
refused to withdraw its troops 
because of security fears for 
its 130,000 settlers on the 
West Bank. 

The two sides have now set 
a July 1 target date for 


reaching agreement on rede- 
ployment and Palestinian 
elections. 

According to Israeli radio 
the redeployment will drain 
the country's defence budget 
of $300 million — mainly for’ 
the transfer of seven army 
bases and various camps to 
Israel and the construction of 
new roads, watchtowers and 
barriers. 

Haaretz also reported Sun- 
day that Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Peres held talks with an 
American Jewish pacifist, 
Jerome Segal, last week on a 
plan for an independent 
Palestinian state in Gaza and 
Jericho. 

The state would give 
Palestinian nationality to all 
Palestinians in the diaspora 
and supervise a self-rule 
administration on the West 
Bank. 

Mr. Segal said the plan 
could be implemented before 
Israel's general elections in 
1996, where the prime minis- 
ter is to be elected directly for 
the first time. 


No date for Iraq 
pullout — Inonu 


SAINT MAXIME, France 
(Agencies) — Turkish Fore- 
ign Minister Erdal Inonu re- 
fused Sunday to give a date 
for when Turkish troops pur- 
suing Kurdish rebels in north- 
ern Iraq would be withdrawn. 

speaiung at a press confer- 
ence after a meeting here 
with French counterpart 
Alain Juppe, he said a with- 
drawal date would only be 
known “when the operation 
(against the Kurds) is 
fimsbed.” 

Mr. Inonu, who was at an 
informal discussion forum in 
this southern French town 
with the aim of promoting 
cooperation among 11 
Mediterranean countries, 
added that the Turkish milit- 
ary operations had “an objec- 
tive and limited length." 

“1 told Mr. Juppe I had no 
date I could give him on a 
withdrawal because that will 
be seen to when the opera- 
tion is finished and the mis-, 
sion which our security forces 
are carrying out has been 
accomplished,” he said. 

He said Ankara was con- 
centrating on that “essential 
objective.” 

Mr. Juppe said be told Mr. 


Inonu that France wanted “to 
know a date for Turkey's 
withdrawal as quickly as 
possible,” adding he hoped 
that it “would be arranged as 
soon as possible.” 

Mr. Juppe said Mr. Inonu 
had assured him that “that 
was also Turkey’s intention.” 

Ankara sent some 35,000 
troops into northern Iraq on 
March 20, saying the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) was us- 
ing it as a base for armed 
attacks in Turkey. 

Ankara, meanwhile pre- 
pared to receive a U.S. en- 
voy, and two rival Iraqi Kur- 
dish factions agreed to a ceas- 
efire on Sunday — both steps 
that could hasten an end to 
Turkey's much-criticised 
military sweep into Iraq. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott arrives 
in Ankara on Monday for a 
three-day visit amid growing 
unease in Washington over 
the uncertain length of the 
Turkish push against PKK 
rebels and reported civilian 
casualties. 

Two long-feuding Iraqi 
Kurdish militias — the Pat- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Ross briefs Mubarak, 
on Syria-lsrael talks 


CAIRO (Agencies) — U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross briefed 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
Sunday about his talks in 
Syria and Israel, where be 
tried to convince the two 
countries to dispatch then- 
military chiefs for further 
negotiations. 

Mr. Ross, the State De- 
partment’s Middle East coor- 
dinator, refused to speak 
with reporters after the ses- 
sion on whether there was 
in his meetings 


iturday with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. 

Egypt's Al Ahram daily 
reportai Sunday that Israel 
has agreed to shorten the 
timetable for withdrawing its 
troops from the Golan 
Heights. 

But Osama Al Baz, head 
of Mr. Mubarak’s political 
office, denied the newspaper 
report “It is nor true that 
they have readied agreement 
on a timetable for the with- 
drawal,” he said. 

The paper quoted un- 
named sources in the Syrian 
capital as saying: “An agree- 
ment has been readied that 
the withdrawal will be done 


within a period of 18 
months.” 

The paper noted that Israel 
previously had insisted on a 
four year to seven year with- 
drawal schedule. 

Mr. Ross met Mr. Mubar- 
ak in (he Suez Canal dty of 
Ismaiiia, 100 kilometres 
northeast of Cairo. After the 
meeting, Mr. Ross flew to 
Israel. He is due in Amman 
on Monday. 

Mr. Mubarak, who is ex- 
pected to travel to Syria 
■soon, reportedly requested 
the meeting with Mr. Ross, 
diplomats here said. Mr. 
Mubarak returned from 
Washington last week after 
conferring with U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton on the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

Israel's chief negotiator 
with Syria said that a demand 
by Damascus for equal secur- 
ity arrangements on both 
sides of the two foes’ border 
was holding up the peace 
moves. 

Itamar Rabinovich, who is 
also Israel’s ambassador to 
Washington, said: 

“We are still, as far as the 
Syrians are concerned, en- 

(Codtin«d <mb page 7) 
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His Royal Highness Crpwn Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Sunday Chairs a meeting at the 
Ministry of Interior (Petra photo) 

Peace is more than a process 
of normalisation — Regent 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
said Sunday national level 
self-confidence should be en- 
hanced on the basis of dia- 
logue, the ability to listen to 
others’ views and improved 
communications between 
people and authorities. 

At a meeting held at the 
Interior Ministry in the pre- 
sence of acting Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Raouf Al Rawab- 
deh, governors and govern- 
ment department directors. 
Prince Hassan said the Minis- 
try of Interior should respond 
to needs by sound planning. 

He noted that smiie.coun- 

mmistries of interior, and 
planning because the interior 
ministry handles comprehen- 
sive planning rather than 
simply implementing plans. 

Prince Hassan discussed 
means of developing the 
ministry’s work and said the 
development process should 
be based on foundations such 
as "enhancing self- 
confidence based on oor 
national understanding of 


peace not as a normalisation 
process with Israel and that it 
would not be at the expense 
of Jordan's belonging to its 
Arab Nation ana its role 
within this nation.” 

Prince Hassan said the 
ministry should formulate 
procedures of granting 
nationalities. He called on 
the ministry to adopt moves 
that allow Jordanian and 
Palestinian citizens the free- 
dom to invest and move with- 
in the Arab World. 

Prince Hassan drew a dis- 
tinction between the minis- 
try’s role in maintaining 
order and as an institution 
enhancing participation, in 
Jh^d^Sion-inakirig process. 
\ Princfc Hassan urged the 
ministry to proceed with spe- 
cial programmes aimed at 
opening itself to the people 
and to organise workshop 
and meetings to enable all to 
obtain the information they 
need in their work. 

Prince Hassan outlined the 
duties of the state and its 
institutions in general and the 
Ministry of Interior m par- 
ticular with emphasis on its 


duties in enhancing the spirit 
of civil society and the rule of 
law. 

The Regent also estab- 
lished a link between the high 
number of the unemployed 
and the number of expatriate 
labourers in Jordan. Em- 
ployers sometimes favour ex- 
patriate workers over Jorda- 
nians, he noted. This requires 
scientific studies to determine 
the land of unemployment in 
the Jordanian society, he 
said. 

Prince Hassan also dealt 
with technical and procedural, 
issues facing citizens starting 
with traffic problems, their' 
causes and the need to recon- 
. sider some issues relaxed to 
road accidents. 

The Crown Prince also re- 
viewed plans to build model 
villages in southern Jordan, 
dam projects, a new airport 
project, a new thermal sta- 
tion and the Aqaba port. 

At the outset of the meet- 
ing, Interior Minister 
Salameh Hammad welcomed 
the Prince and briefed him on 


(Continued on page 7 


King’s U.S. talks very 
positive, Kabariti says 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti on 
Sunday described as highly 
positive the outcome of His 
Majesty King Hussein's visit 
to Washington and said 
American congressmen now 
had a better understanding of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and Jordan's positions. 

Mr. Kabariti was speaking 
two days after the U.S. Sen- 
ate adopted a budget cut 
proposal that included a bill 
that absolves Jordan of all of 
its official debts to the United 
States. This would mean writ- 
ing off nearly $500 million 
with an expenditure of about 
$275 million. 

The full Senau bill, 
approved 99 to nil. will have 
to be reconciled with a'simi- 
lar House of Representatives 
bill after the U.S. Congress 
resumes sessions after a two- 
week recess. 

Mr. Kabariti. who accom- 
panied the King to the 
Washington meetings and re- 
turned home Saturday, said 
that President Bill Clinton 
and senior administration 
officials as well as American 
congressmen showed “very 
good understanding of Jor- 
dan’s economic and security 
needs.” 

“On the whole the out- 
come of the meetings were 
very, very positive," said the 
foreign minister. 

First and foremost, the 
King’s visit to Washington 
“was a very good opportunity 
to familiarise many hew 
members of Congress of the 
•realities in the Middle. East 
and Jordan's key role in the 
peace process." Mr. Kabariti 
told the Jordan Times. 

New members of the 
American legislature “heard 
first-hand ‘ from His Majesty 
on the Middle East peace 
process and also on Jordan's 
commitment to a comprehen- 
sive peace in the region as 


well as the Kingdom's 
efforts." Mr. Kabariti said. 

As a result, he added, 
"they expressed a better and 
serious understanding of the 
situation in the Middle East 
and also of Jordan's posi- 
tion.” 

Translated into action, this 
would mean congressional 
support for the administra- 
tion's moves to assist Jordan 
in meeting its economic and 
security needs as well as posi- 
tive backing for the King- 
dom's political moves in the 
regional and international 
scenes. 

Mr. Kabariti said it was too 
early to discuss the specifics 
of expected American assist- 
ance to Jordan, noting the 
preoccupation with securing 
debt relief for the Kingdom. 

The Senate bill adopted on 
Friday appeared to be an 
additional measure that 
would ensure the full can- 
cellation of Jordan's debts 
after a complex manoeuvring 
through the American consti- 
tutional process. 

After the House Repre- 
sentatives slashed to $50 mil- 
lion an administration re- 
quest for $275 million to be 
used to relieve Jordan of its 
debt, the administration 
moved the Senate to approve 
the full allocation as pan of a 
Department of Defence 
budget supplemental. 

Tne move was approved by 


the Senate, but had to be 
reconciled with its House of 
Representatives version in 
a joint session of key mem- 
bers of the two chambers of 
the legislatures. 

The joint session, known 
as a conference, was ex- 
pected to take place last 
week, but was deferred until 
after the legislature’s recess. 

Despite the complex tech- 
nicalities of the procedures. 
Mr. Kabariti said, “we were 
assured that the full debt 
relief will come after the re- 

( Continued on page 7) 





Shimon Shamir 

Israeli 

envoy 

presents 

credentials 

By Ghadeer Taber 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
Sunday received Israeli 
Ambassador Shimon Shamir, 
who handed him a copy of his 
credentials as Israel’s first 
ambassador to Jordan. 

Dr. Shamir, who arrived 
Thursday to take up his post, 
will present his credentials to 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
today. 

Mr. Kabariti, who met 
with Dr. Shamir for nearly 40 
minutes, said he told the 
Israeli envoy that while Jor- 
dan was committed to 
advancing peace between the 
two states, it was concerned 
with the need for a just settle- 
ment to all aspects of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The minister told the Jor- 
dan Times that “normal rela- 
tions” between the two states 
“are directly and naturally 
linked to Jordan’s interests.” 

He pointed out that “m 
order to give content to the 
concept of a comprehensive 
peace, we must deal with all 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Iraq assails Turkey for 
dealing with Kurds 
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Baghdad (Agendas) — 

Iraq has assailed Turkey for 
announcing it would entrust 
the security of the northern 
Iraqi border area to Iraqi 
Kurd leaders. 

It also accused Turkey of 
violating human rights with 
its military operation against 
Turkish Kurd separatists in 
northern Iraq, and blamed 
Ankara for the deaths of 
‘Iraqi Kurd civilians during 
die intervention. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man quoted by the official 
INA news agency conde- 
mned a meeting this week 
between a Turkish govern- 
ment delegation and “certain 
Iraqi Kurd traitors with the 
goal of achieving cooperation 
with the Turkish army of 
invasion and ensuring the 
security of the border.” 

After that meeting Thurs- 
day Turkey said it would 
entrust the security of its 
border with Iraq to Iraqi Kur- 
dish groups after the Turkish 
army had withdrawn its 
troops from northern Iraq. 

Iraqi Kurds have control- 
led the north if Iraq since the 
end of the 1991 Gulf war, in 
defiance of Baghdad and with 
the backing of a U.S.-led 
allied force based in south- 
east Turkey that patrols the 
skies of northern Iraq. 

A Turkish government 
spokesman said Friday that 
the army would pull out of 
northern Iraq within weeks, 
the first time Ankara has 
given a time-scale for the 
incursion which has come 
under mounting international 
criticism. 

The Iraqi spokesman 
reiterated Baghdad's conde- 
mnation of the March 20 
invasion of northern Iraq by 
35,000 troops, backed by 
armour and air strikes, to 
crash the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK). 

It has been fighting the 
Ankara government for a 
separate Kurdish state since 
1984 and has bases in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 


Saturday’s statement was 
much more harshly worded 
than Baghdad's initial denun- 
ciation of the Turkish incur- 
sion, the largest military op- 
eration Ankara bas mounted 
since it invaded Cyprus hi 
1974. 

The Turkish incursion, it 
said, “forms a flagrant viola- 
tion of Iraq’s sovereignty and 
to the principles of the Un- 
ited Nations Charter” and 
Baghdad “rejects any justi- 
fications or pretexts” cited by 
Ankara for the military ac- 
tion. 

Baghdad, it added, “ac- 
cuses Turkey of aggression 
against Iraq... and asks it to 
withdraw its forces im- 
mediately.” 

The new harshness in 
Baghdad’s statements follows 
reports that 'the Turkish 
forces have killed several Ira- 
qi Kurdish civilians in their 
sweep against the elusive 
PKK fighters. 

But it appears that Bagh- 
dad has been particularly in- 
censed by Ankara’s dispatch 
of a team of diplomats to 
northern Iraq to meet with 
the leaders of the main Iraqi 
Kurdish factions, the Kurdis- 
tan Democratic Party and the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, 
to persuade them to stop 
sheltering the PKK. 

The Turks also want the 
two factions, traditional riv- | 
als who have been feuding for 
the last 11 months, to agree | 
to a settlement to end the 
chaos in the self-rule zone 
which the Turks believe the 
PKK has been exploiting. 

Ending the internecine 
fighting between the rebel 
factions in Kurdistan is not 
something Baghdad wants, 
since it weakens them. 

The Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
official denounced the en- 
voys’ contacts with “these 
outlaw gangs” and said this 
recognition of them will “en- 
courage them to continue 
their criminal schemes 
against the legitimate author- 
ity” in Baghdad. 


Andreotti visits Gaza 


GAZA CITY (AP) — For- 
mer Italian Premier Ginlio 
Andreotti met with Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat in the Gaza Strip 
Saturday and gave his full 
backing for Middle East 
peace. 

Mr. 'Andreotti, Italy’s 
seven-time premier who was 
indicted last month on 
charges of having ties with 
the mafia, also urged Palesti- 
nians and Israelis to be good 
neighbours. 

Mr. Andreotti, 76, said his 
trip to the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho 
Saturday was aimed at fami- 
liarising himself with the 
problems the Palestinians 
were facing. 

"As an old' friend of Mr. 
Arafat, I accepted his invita- 
tion to understand the prob- 
lems the Palestinians suffer 
from and to continue sup- 
porting the peace process 
through my contacts and abi- 
lities,” Mr. Andreotti told 
reporters after a one-hour 
meeting with Mr. Arafat. 

He later visited Mr. Ara- 
fat’s five-month pregnant 
wife, Suha, before joining the 
Palestinian leader for dinner. 

Mr. Andreotti, a senator- 
far-life, has said his visit was 
also in pan tied to his posi- 
tion as managing editor of the 
Italian religious affairs maga- 
zine “30 Giorni" (30-days). 

Mr. Andreotti, the most 
senior political figure to face 
mafia charges, was due to 
meet with top Israeli officials 
Sunday. 

Mr. Andreotti began his 
day with a stop in Jericho, 


where he met with Jabril 
Rajjoub, commander of pre- 
ventive security, and Sheikh 
Rajai Abdn, head of the Cen- 
tre for Islamic -Studies,, who, 

received, .him- -at the- -dusty 

Hisham Palace hotel. 

After the meetings, he cal- 
led on Israelis and Palesti- 
nians to “live in peace like 
good neighbours," saying 
both people have suffered a 
lot. 


In the Gaza Strip, Mr. 
Andreotti toured an Italian- 
funded citrus processing 
plant that Mr. Arafat inaugu- 
rated last July. It is the only 
Palestinian juice factory and 
the most modern plant in the 
strip. 

After watching oranges roll 
down from a large silo onto a 
conveyor belt to be washed 
and then squeezed, Mr. 
Andreotti said he was “very 
happy” to see the factory 
functioning after so many de- 
lays. 

The plant was supposed to 
begin operations last Decem- 
ber. But the Palestinians 
could not raise enough 
money for running costs. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority provided the plant 
with $2 million and it has 
been producing 20-25 tonnes 
of orange concentrate since 
last month. 

Mr. Andreotti, whose 
country donated $10 million 
for the project, promised the 
factory’s board members to 
push the Italian government 
to provide the plant with an 
additional SI million to add a 
new production line for mak- 
ing tomato juice. 



A Palestinian family in the Shatila refugee camp in Beirut (AFP photo) 


Palestinian refugees battle 
against hardship in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Omm 
Hisham, a Palestinian widow, 
has abandoned her dreams of 
returning to Palestine as she 
struggles to raise eight chil- 
dren with S50 a month in 
Shatila, one of Lebanon's 12 
squalid refugee camps. 

Like most of the 300.000 
Palestinian refugees in Leba- 
non, half of whom live in 
camps, she is shunned as a 
.pariah in the country where 
she has lived for nearly 50 
years since leaving Palestine. 

Ignored by the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) autonomy 
accords, the refugees have 
been largely forced to fend 
for themselves since the PLO 
and the U.N. relief agency 
UNRWA slashed aid prog- 
rammes. 

“Our world is collapsing,” 
said Loutfiyeh. a divorced 
woman of 50. “We are neith- 
er Palestinian nor Lebanese. 
We are victims being given 
small, regular doses of mor- 
phine." 

Pent-up anguish, broken 
dreams, stories of death, 
sickness, unpaid bills, hand- 
me-down clothes and hunger 
fill the homes tightly packed 
together in Lebanon's re- 
fugee camps. The labyrin- 


thine alleys become a sea of 
mud and litter when it rains. 

The search for a political 
solution between Israel and 
the Palestinians does not 
rank high among their con- 
cerns. 

“A practical solution to my 
problems would be for God 
to send husbands for my six 
daughters." said Omm 
Hisham, who lost her hus- 
band. a Palestinian guerrilla, 
in an Israeli air raid 12 years 
ago. 

The presence of armed 
Palestinian guerrillas who 
roamed freely round the 
country is seen as the main 
trigger of the 15-year civil 
war which erupted on April 
13. 1975. 

Since Israel invaded Leba- 
non in 1982. crushing the 
PLO's “state-within-a-state,” 
conditions for the Palestinian 
refugees have gone from bad 
to worse. 

After Palestinian self-rule 
was launched in May 1994. 
the PLO froze all its huma- 
nitarian aid programmes in 
Lebanon while UNRWA 
drastically reduced its assist- 
ance in the housing, educa- 
tion and health sectors. 

; Some 100,000 desperate 


Palestinians have emigrated 
since the 1982 Israeli inva- 
sion. Most of them left after 
the massacres the same year 
in the Sabra and Shatila 
camps. 

For Ramia Abbas, who 
lives in three humid rooms 
along with 12 members of 
her family, it is a question 
either of resettlement in 
Lebanon or obtaining 
Lebanese nationality to se- 
cure her civilian and political 
rights. 

In the past year, 15.000 
others have done what was 
previously unthinkable: 
asked for and got Lebanese 
nationality. 

But Lebanon has adamant- 
ly refused to resettle the 
Palestinians, most of whom 
are Sunni Muslims, and in the 
pasr year it has tightened the 
noose in a bid to drive more 
of them out of the country. 

As Lebanon forges ahead 
with multi-billion-dollar re- 
construction projects tens of 
thousands of Palestinians are 
threatened with expulsion 
from their breeze-block and 
corrugated iron homes in the 
camps to make room for a 
railroad, luxury hotel, high- 
ways and a sports complex. 


Building permits in the 
camps are now systematically 
refused and rules banning 
Palestinians from 60 profes- 
sions. including medicine, 
law, plumbing and carpentry, 
are being enforced. 

. “In the past two weeks, the 
Lebanese authorities have 
shut down 11 clinics run by 
Palestinian doctors. Pharma- 
cies run by Palestinians have 
been told they should cease 
business,” said a Palestinian 
official, Suhail Narur. 

According to Walid Junb- 
latt. the minister responsible 
for Lebanese people dis- 
placed in the 1975-1990 civil 
war. the Palestinians are “the 
pariahs of the earth.” 

”If some Lebanese could 
throw them into the sea they 
would not hesitate." he said. 

But privately Lebanese 
and Palestinian officials agree 
that the only possible solu- 
tion is resettlement, based on 
a formula which would not 
upset the fragile Christian- 
Muslim balance in Lebanon. 

“I was born here, raised 
here and went to school 
here.” said Fatmeh. 16. “All 
I ask is to be able to make my 
home here and be-pan of this 
society.”- ■ ■ ■ ■ • 


Saudis freeze arms buying but sellers undeterred 


DUBAI (Agencies) — De- 
spite a Saudi Arabian freeze 
on new arms deals while it 
tackles cash-flow problems, a 
Canadian frigate will undergo 
trials in the kingdom this 
month and France is sending 
tanks for tests, industry 
sources said on Monday. 

An Arab source close to 
Saudi thinking said the freeze 
was part of a serious Saudi 
government effort to further 
reduce a punishing budget 
deficit. 

•‘The policy is not to 
embark on any new purch- 
ases unless old commitments 
are met first and the money 
for new deals is readily avail- 
able,” he said. 

But Western experts said a 
Canadian anti-submarine fri- 
gate, shown last month at an 
Abu Dhabi arms bazaar, was 
due in the Red Sea port of 
Jeddah. 

Officials from Canada's 
Saint John Shipbuilding, 
which makes the frigate, 
were due to hold talks with 
Saudi officials in Jeddah ab- 
out a possible sale, they 
added. 

“I think Saudi Arabia 
could be interested in one or 
two frigates despite the 
French deal," said a Western 
expert, referring to the Saudi 
decision in November to take 
up an option to buy rwo 


French frigates worth $3.6 
billion. 

Before a drop in oil prices 
that forced the latest belt- 
tightening, Saudi Arabia had 
held talks with Saint John in 
1993 for the possible purch- 
ase of three to four frigates. 

The kingdom, the world’s 
largest oil exporter, and its 
Gulf allies are boosting anti- 
submarine defences afteT 
Iran became the first regional 
state to deploy submarines. 

Arab military experts said 
although Saudi Arabia was 
interested in testing new 
weapons, it was unlikely to 
place fresh orders soon. 

“You have deals in the 
pipeline with the U.S. worth 
about $25 billion and another 
$2 billion a year with Britain, 
so practically it will take 
several years to absorb this 
equipment before looking to 
buy new," one said. 

The orders from the Un- 
ited States include 315 
Abrams tanks. 

A French industry execu- 
tive said despite Saudi Ara- 
bia's reluctance to embark on 
a fresh arms shopping spree, 
GIAT industrial would send 
two LeOerc tanks for trials in 
the forbidding August sum- 
mer beat. 

“We still believe that it is 
in Saudi Arabia's interest to 
mix its tank force and purch- 


ase up to 150 LeQercs to 
meet its needs." he added. 

Riyadh exercised on option 
to buy 150 more Abrams in 
1992 for fear the U.S. pro- 
duction line could dose. The 
deal was deferred when 
Kuwait ordered 256 Abrams. 

An Arab military expert 
earlier said: “I believe Saudi 
Arabia is folly committed to 
the Ml A2 (Abram) program- 
me ... it is unlikely it would 
order the French LeQerc." 

Britain seeks deals 

Britain bas held talks with 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Qatar to seal 
defence pacts that could in- 
volve protection and arms 
sales, a British minister said 
on Monday. 

Minister of State for De- 
fence Procurement. Roger 
Freeman, said the treaty with 
Qatar could be ready for 
signing within two months 
while he would visit Abu 
Dhabi again to conclude a 
defence agreement. 

“The defence agreement 
tfith Qatar would cover train- 
ing on weapons, joint milit- 
ary exercises and means of 
extending support to Qatar in 
appropriate times,” Freeman 
told the London-based Ara- 
bic daily A1 Hayat. 

“I hope we will finalise the 
agreement within the next 


two months so it will be 
finally signed in London or 
Doha." 

Mr. Freeman discussed the 
pacts during a Gulf tour last 
month, when he also visited 
Abu Dhabi to push for the 
sale of helicopters and fri- 
gates for the UAE armed 
forces. 

But Britain's Westland 
Helicopters and the U.S. 
Sikorsky lost out to the 
French-German Eurocopter 
in a deal to supply the emi- 
rates with six anti-submarine 
Panther helicopters. 

Britain is still competing 
for a contract to sell frigates 
to the UAE worth more than 
$1 billion. The other four 
competitors are shipbuilding 
firms from the United States, 
Germany, France and the 
Netherlands. 

Mr. Freeman said he was 
disappointed at the loss of the 
helicopter deal, blaming what 
he called differences on 
prices. 

He did not elaborate but 
the value of the helicopter 
deal was re-negotiated mi- 
nutes before it was 
announced at the March 19- 
23 defence show. A hand- 
written modification in the 
statement distributed to re- 
porters showed Eurocopter 
cut the price from around 
$251 million to $235 million. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Cypriot police baffled by woman in cave 

NICOSIA ( AP) — Cypriot police were baffled by a foreign 
woman found unconscious in a cave and said Sunday they 
were seeking help from Interpol in identifying her. The 
middle-aged woman was discovered Thursday by a 
shepherd in the Akamas Peninsula forest on a remote part 
of the island, a popular tourist resort. A police statement 
said she was immediately taken to hospital and remained in 
a semi-coma until Saturday, when she told doctors in sign 
language that she was deaf and mute and had come to the 
island as an illegal immigrant. The statement said the 
woman claimed she was Israeli and drew picturers of a boat 
and the sea for a psychiatrist. However, the police 
statement said a hotel receptionist and a supermarket 
cashier recognised the woman from newspaper photo- 
graphs. They said she had been speaking English. The 
cashier from the village of Kouklia. about 40 kilometres 
south of Akamas, said the woman bought oranges from 
the store last month. Several oranges and a receipt from the 
Kouklia supermarket were also found in the cave, police 
said. Police did not say how long she had been unconscious 
before being discovered. Earlier newspaper reports identi- 
fied the woman as an English teacher at a local school who 
was presumed missing. However, the reports were dis- 
carded when the teacher returned from a vacation abroad. 

Iraq to hand over prisoners to Sudan 

KHARTOUM (R) — Iraq will hand over 24 Sudanese 
prisoners to Sudan soon and is prepared to hand over up to 
150, a Sudanese newspaper reported on Sunday. The 
state-owned Al Ingaz A1 Watani quoted remarks by Iraqi 
Justice Minister Shabib Al Maliki as he ended a four-day 
visit to Sudan. Mr. Maliki said Iraq had completed 
preparations to hand over 24 Sudanese prisoners and 
another 14 had already been freed. A total of 150 cases 
could be considered, the newspaper said, quoting Mr. 
Maliki as saying the prisoneres were convicted of ordinary 
crimes. It was not clear how long they had been in Iraqi 
jails. During his visit, the two countries agreed to cooper- 
ate in the field of legal training. Tens of thousands of 
Sudanese worked in Iraq in the 1980s, and some volun- 
teered to fight in the Iraqi army in its 1980-88 war against 
Iran. 

Ethiopian diplomat kidnapped in Mogadishu 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Ethiopian Charge D’Affaires in 
Mogadishu Yamani Abdi was kidnapped by unknown 
gunmen from his residence in south Mogadishu on Sunday, 
a watchman at the residence said here. The watchman told ! 
journalists that before the kidnap, three elders had called 1 
at Mr. Yamani's residence and argued with him about I 
something he did not understand, but soon after they had 
left, the gunmen went into the house and took the diploamt - 
away. The reason for the kidnapping remained unknown, j 
although some reports here claim that the gunmen wanted I 
compensation for a lorry loaded with an assortment of 
goods that had been looted in the Nagaile region of 
Ethiopia. Mr. Yamani. who has been in Ethiopia for the 
last two years, is among very few foreign diplomats still _ 
remaining in the country and the first to be kidnapped since " 
the United Nations pulled out of the war-tom Horn of 
Africa country at the beginning of March. It is not known 
where Mr. Yamani was taken after the kidnap, as no 
organisation or clan faction had so far claimed responsibil- 
ity. The Ethiopian ambassador to Somalia, Lisana Yohan- 1 
nes, who is currently mediating between waning Somali 
factions, is currently in Addis Ababa after he accomapnied 
Ethiopian delegates who visited Somalia last month. 


Lebanon’s oldest man takes 
pride in tough-guy image 
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QENIA (AFP) — Lebanon's 
oldest man. Ali Mohammad 
Hussein,, still takes pride in 
his reputation for toughness 
in this northern village where 
his age is put at 133. 

The birthdate on his identi- 
ty papers is dearly marked as 
1862. However, it was only 
registered in 1932 under the 
French mandate, so his exact 
age is still open to question. 

“He is older than my 
father, who would have been 
130 if he was still alive.” said 
Mariam Issa. 95. 

Ali said he was too old in 
1914 to serve in the Ottoman 
Turkish army. 

He proudly related how he 
held off single-handed an 
Ottoman patrol ion Qenia, 
five kilometres from the 
Lebanese-Syrian border. 

"The next day a big force 
came to arrest me and took 
me to the court in Tripoli. 
The judge asked me: ■ where 
are your men? I told him I 
was alone, even if the patrol 
thought they were up against 
several people. Since then I 
have been nicknamed 'Ali 
the Men,’" he chuckled, with 
a toothless grin. 

Harba Adra. 105. said Ali 
used to carry her into the 
fields on his shoulders when 
she was five. 

"He can't hear very well 
and doesn't recite poetry any 


more, but don't poke fun- at 
him — he used to be a tough- 
guy and wasn't called 'Ali the 
Men’ for nothing," she said. 

Ali’s humble one-room- 
house is built with stones- 
from ancient ruined Roman, 
temples, like most of the - 
homes in Qenia, 60- 
kilometres east of Tripoli. 

He rose from his mattress, 
on the floor every 15 mi- 
nutes, shuffling over to thel 
door “to see the sun." 

Pointing to a tree trank 
which supports the thatched' 
roof he said: “I carried this, 
huge stake on my shoulders ' 
through the mountains on 
foot, from Aandqet, 15 
kilometres from here — I- 
used to be young and 
strong." 

He complained of stomach 
cramps, but his wife Arruie 
said she cannot remember 
him ever having been ill be- 
fore. 

“He only went to see ah 
optician who prescribed these 
thick glasses for him," she 
said. 

"Ali has spent a lifetime in ■ 
the fields with his animals. ■ 
He refuses to eat preserved ! 
foods and tells off his chil- 
dren and grandchildren- 
numbering about 100. if they 
eat eggs from industrial ! 
farms." 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: V JIII-IV 

PROGRAMME TWO 


14:00 

14:30 

15:00 

I6-J0 

17:00 

Hard Time on Planet Earth 

17J0 

Film: 

19:00 . 

"Felipe A Lcs Ycux Bcue" 

19:15 
I9J0 
2040 . 

The Bold and the Beautiful 

20JO. 


21:10 . 



2220 

Feature film: "Gening Gotti" 

Wfc59 The Hidden Room 

00J8 Grace and Favour 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:49 . 
I/7.-IN . 
IJJ7. 
17:12 . 

Fair 

(Sunrise) Duha 

Dhuhr 

20:05. 


21:25 . 



CHURCHES 

St, Mary at Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh. Tel. KIU740 
Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 

632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624511). 


Church of the ADnandatkM -Tel. 
•>37440. 

De b Salle Church Td. 601757 
Temuancta Church Tel: A22366 
Church oT the Annunciation Td. 
«3M1. 

And lean Church Td. 630X31. Td. 
62X543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Internationa] Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

S2432X. 

German -speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 6X4195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazantte Tel. 673691. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
Amman 
Td. HI 1215 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
meni of Mcicttmhgv. 

Temperatures are expected to 
drop with scattered showers in the 
northern and central parts or the 
Kingdom. Gouds will build up at 
different altitudes and winds be- 
coming westerly active. In Aqaba, 
skies will he partly cloudy. wind 
southerly active and seas rough. 

Min./Mux. temp. 

Amman 1 1/1H 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Aquhu 16/ (6 

Deserts 1/21 

Jordan Valley 15/25 

Yesterday’s high temperatures; 
Amman 24. Aqaha 30 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent. 
Aqaha 30 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassim Oaddumi 64X633 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 7564XH 

Dr. Fakhri Taych 8858X0 

Dr. Yousef Abdn 614116 

Fires pharmacy 661112 

Ferdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 6371)55 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sdam pharmacy 63673(1 

Yacuuh pharmacy 644145 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Naimujh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy H47632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Alt Al Omari 272032 

Alquds phurmacy (— 1 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AJLawzi f— j 

Khalifch pharmacy 9X54 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637! I i 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency ]iw 

Rescue Police 112.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police B434IC 

Traffic Police K963WI 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints Afi5StHJ 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints X174h7 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints. 7K7 Ml 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 111023(1 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 H)| 

Jordan Television 7731 J | 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6NNtxi 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

XI5615 


Electric Power 

Company 6363X1 

RJ Flight Information .... IIX-532UI 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 0X-532III J 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre H13K13/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

6442X1/6 

Akikh Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Juhul Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 63614(1 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmchuni Hospital 661131 

University Hospital X45X45 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227(1 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al- AM. Abdali ... 661164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 7771(11/3 
AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 6H224IV5U 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Center for Heart and 

Special Surgery X65IW 

ZARQA: 

Zarqu Govt. Hospital (IWJVX3323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(U9yWM56H 

Ihn Sina Hospital (1)9)9X6732 

Al Hikraa Modem Hospital (INWStWU 


Princess Bajma Hospital (021275555 

Greek Catholic Husphal (02)272275 

Ibn Al NaTcci Hospital <02)24?I(M 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. fW /.V2W- 
5. where it should always- he veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

0*r20 Sanaa (RJ) 

09-J5 Jeddah (RJ1 

I (hOt Damascus (RJ) 

I(k30 Dhahran(RJ) 

UMQ New Delhi (RJ) 

JfcSS Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

II:IS Aqaba (RJ) 


■1=4S Cairo (RJ) 

18:00 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

20:00 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

63:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

>•=35 Cairo (MS) 

13:40 .... Muscat. Ahu Dhabi fGF) 

15:30 Kiev (6U) 

18:45 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

ff* Dubai (EK) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

fl** 5 Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

12:15 ... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

London | RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

Ahu Dhabi (RJ, 

Damascus (RJl 

‘wUS Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Ok* Istanbul (TK) 

Rome (AZ) 

Beirut (ME) 

1,:W Khartoum (SD) 

Cairo (MS) 

14-JO 

Bahrain. Ahu Dhabi. Muscat (CF) 
I** Kiev (GUI 


2fc4S Dtrtsu(EK) 

Amsterdam (KL1 

HI I AZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8.-UH every Monday 
Ait. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp, Damascus 

7-J0 a.m. every Sunday 
Ait. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/towcr price in fils per *£• 
Apple 701*500 


Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) .... 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) 

Cucumbers (small) 

Eggplant 

Garlic 

Green bains 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Peas 

Pepper (hot) 

Pfcppcr (sweet) 

Potato 

Spinach 

Siring Beans 

Tomato 


631 

.... 120/60 
IXU/ICO 

.... 220/140 
.... 101/50 
... 230/120 
.... 220 IM 

350/250 

...250/ 150 
... 520/400 

80/60 

.. 220/13) 
... 200/150 
500/400 
... 550/400 
.. 450/260 
.. 300 / 200 

... aw iw 
... aw ioo 

...350/3X1 

330/1X0 
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■^Regent confers Istiklal medal on pioneering women 
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"AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Royil Highnesses Prince 
Hassan; the Regent, and 
princess Sarvath on Sunday 
received the president and 
njcipbmvof the society of A] 
Malptti (shelter) Foundation 
for humanitarian Care. 

Prince Hassan conferred 
opoQ' ' Foundation President 
'Majali Ai Istiklal 
Medal of the Third Order. 

The Regent was briefed by 
Dr. MajaO and members on 
tbe'joals of the foundation 
wfaia was established in 1992 
to dffer care and comfort to 
patients 1 suffering from se- 
rious diseases and advice and 
counting to the families of 
these patients. 

■. Pririce Hassan commended 
tbe ; foundation's voluntary 
wcfrffrwhich he said, relieves 
thOj&ain of many patients 
wli^are suffering from can- 
cef^and other serious dis- 
eases. - 

The Grown Prince and 
Princess Sarvath also voiced 
appreciation of such philan- 
thropic work and said such 
deem reflect the mandate of 
Jordan’s medical, humanita- 
rian and voluntary sectors 
and the successes they have 
achieved in voluntary fields 
hi the society as a whole. 

! The Regent said the found- 
ation’s activities aim to allevi- 
ate the suffering of those 
afflicted with serious diseases 
through relieving their pain 
and offering treatment to 
them and to their relatives. 
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News 


Brief 


Omar Riffal 
Appointed to 
additional post 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government Sunday 
appointed Omar Rifa’i, the 
current director of the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs Special 
Bureau, to a second post as 
coordinator for peace process 
affairs at the .ministry. 


&J, Gulf Air to 
Increase flights 


Jordanian 
industries to 
exhibit products 
in Bahrain 


AMMAN (Petra) — A total 
of 40 Jordanian industrial 
companies will take part in 
the first Jordanian exhibition 
to be held in Bahrain, from 


Apr. 17 through Apr. 21, 
according to Bashir Najjar, 


according to Bashir Najjar, 
director general of the com- 
pany organising the exhibi- 
tion. The exhibition will be 
opened by Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheb and his Bahraini 
counterpart Habib Ahmad 
Qassem. 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hmyin, the 
Regent, on Sunday cottiers the AI Istiklal 
Medal of the Third Order upon Sawsan 

This, he said, revives a Sarvath reite 
traditional and cultural way tinued suppo 
of life which prevailed in the humanitarh 
Jordanian society at one pledged to o 
time, when the society was and dissemin 
characterised with integra- tive ideas w 
tion and affection. integration o 

He said AI Malatb founda- society, 
tion, in which 40 doctors. Prince Ha 
nurses, social workers and mended Dr. 
other specialists are working, saying they 
represents all these values. living exampl 

“AI Malath (shelter) is the ments of Jor 
place where someone finds Dr. Majal 
care and concern after the first semina 
long journey of life,” Prince rights m Jord 
Hassan explained. directives t 

The Regent and Princess Prince. 


MaJ ah, president of the AI Malath Foundation 
for Humanitarian Care (Petra photo) 


Sarvath reiterated their con- 
tinued support for this great 
humanitarian effort and 
pledged to continue backing 
and disseminating such crea- 
tive ideas which reflect the 
integration of the Jordanian 
society. 

Prince Hassan also com- 
mended Dr. Majali's efforts 
saying they have become a 
living example of the achieve- 
ments of Jordanian women. 


Dr. Majali convened the 
first seminar on women’s 


rights m Jordan in 1976 upon 
directives by the Crown 
Prince. 


na 




AMMAN (Petra) — Royal 
y W) 3% increase J 

its -nights -to— Mm arm a 
Bahrain from . threg--- to five„ 
flights per week in accord- 
ance with the new civil avia- 
tion agreement signed be- 
tween the two countries re- 
cently. The agreement also 
allows Gulf Air to operate 
five weekly flights to Am- 
man. The new agreement re- 
places one signed between , 
the two countries in 1974. 
According to the terms of the 
agreement, four air routes 
were added to those operated 
by the civil aviation author- 
ities of the two countries. 
These included operating 
flights to Beijing, Hanoi and 
two dties in’ South Africa. 


EXHIBITION: .Her Royal HighnessT^fincess Bride’s Bqc. Hie three-day e xhib ition includes. 
Vinia AT Abdullah 66 'Sunday opens A fhe" bridal gowns, flowers and other items needed 
Marriott Hotel an exhibition entitled the for weddings (Petra photo) 


Jordan joins ship classifying panel 


AMMAN (Perra)— Minister 
of Transport Samir Kawur 
Sunday said Jordan has 
joined rhe recently-estab- 
lished Arab League commis- 
sion for classifying ships be- 
cause the commission opens 
new scopes in maritime trans- 
port and ship manufacturing 
and production. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 
Mr. Kawar said the commis- 
sion aims to enhance joint 
Arab action and the Arab 
countries' role in maritime 


transport and reduce the 
costs off classification and in- 
spection of ships incurred by 
Arab countries. 

The commission, he said, 
will also extend technical sup- 
port for industries involved in 
ship-manufacturing in Arab 
countries. 

He said the commission's 
charter had established the 
duties of the commission to 
include preparing the tech- 
nical terms and conditions for 
building and designing ships 
and offering technical super- 


vision on the process of ship 
huilding and repairing in 
accordance with international 
standards and specifications. 

He said it also set the terms 
for conducting periodic and 
emergency tests of the ships 
and their machines. 

The minister said the 
agreement became active af- 
ter five Arab countries have 
approved it. 

A Royal Decree was 
issued recently endorsing Jor- 
dan's joining the commis- 
sion's agreement. 


Dentists to hold annual conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — A four- 
day dentistry conference will 
be held here Tuesday, 
according to President of the 
Jordan Dental Association 
(JDA) Said Abu Meisar. 

The conference will discuss 
114 research papers covering 
various dental specialisa- 
tions. including tooth trans- 
plant, tooth correction, de- 
ntures. dental and mouth dis- 
eases, gum diseases, as well 
as X-ray applications. 

Taking part in the confer- 


ence will be l.dOO dentists 
and professors of dentistry 
from 24 countries, including 
IS Arab countries. 

Dr. Abu Meisar said re- 
fresher courses on teeth cor- 
rection . tooth transplant . 
gum disease and gum 


A medical equipment ex- 
hibition will also be held on 
the sidelines of the confer- 
ence. 


The exhibition will include 
the latest dental equipment, 
tools and drugs. 


surgery, among other sub- 
jects will be neld on the 


sidelines of the conference. 

The conference also in- 
cludes six symposia covering 
the above issues. Dr. Abu 
Meisar said: 


The conference's objec- 
tives, Dr. Abu Meisar said, 
will serve as an opportunity 
for Jordanian. Arab and fore- 
ign dentists to exchange ex- 
pertise and review the latest 
developments in dentistry. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
And the daily Arabic press. Renders are advised to verify 
the listed time and place nith the concerned institutions. 


Rein holt at the Gallery, off the main lobby, Inter.Con- 
tioental Hotel. 


FILMS 

Film entitled “Un Coeur En Hiver" at the French 
Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

A Film entitled “Deprisa, Deprisa** at Institute Cervantes 
(the Spanish Cultural Centre) at 6:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 


* Exhibition of art by Moroccan artist Farid Belkhahia at 
Darat AJ Funun of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion. 


☆ Exhibition of Palestinian embroidery at Coethe-Institut. 

■fr Exhibition of art by Yassim Atiyeh ’ and Yassin AI 
Muhammadawi at Baladna Art Gallery. 

ft Ceramics exhibition by artist Samer AI Khaffaji at llmm 
Utheina Gallery. 


☆ Concert by Wiham Quantet (including pieces by Suk, 
Smetana, and Dvorak) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 


ft Exhibition of art by William Golding at the British 
Council. 


ft Exhibiton of copper sculptures by Iraqi artist Moham- 
mad Hussein Judi at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and 
Art. 


LECTURE AND DIALOGUE 


☆ Lecture on enjoying literature by Dr. Nicholas Linfield 
at the British Council at 5:00 p.m. 

ft Dialogue with Moroccan artist Farid Belkabia at Darat 
AI Funun at 6:00 p.m. 


A A collection of photos of Middle East doors by Julia 


ft Exhibition of graphic works by Rafiq Lahham at Darat 
Al Funun. Also displaying works by contemporary Arab 
artiste. 

ft Exhibition of art by Leo Rialp at Institute Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Centre). 

ft Exhibition of prize-winning paintings by Czech students 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of oil paintings by Hamoud Chantout at the 
Bafqa* Art Gallery. Fuheis. 


Kingdom, PNA seek agreement 


on cooperation in sports 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


Prince Hassan also re- 
ceived at the Royal Court 
Sunday Professor Seteney 
Shami of the Yarmouk Uni- 
versity’s Department of 
Archaeology and Anthropol- 
ogy. 

Prince Hassan conferred 
upon her AI Istiklal Medal of 
the First Order in apprecia- 
tion of her contributions and 
studies in fields of anthropol- 
ogy and to thank her for 
presenting a scientific re- 
search on migration and re- 
fugees in the new world order 
at the British University of 
Oxford. 


AMMAN — The Jordanian 
government and the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) are seeking an agree- 
ment on cooperation in 
sports affairs under which the 
Kingdom will also extend ex- 
pertise to the PNA to de- 
velop sports facilities and 
training, officials said Sun- 
day. 

Hie officials were com- 
menting on a visit to Jordan 
by Azzam Shuaibi, the minis- 
ter of youth in the PNA- 
based in Gaza, who arrived 
here on a four-day visit lead- 
ing a delegation from his 
ministry for talks with Jorda- 
nian officials. 

The sought-for agreement 
will be part of a broad accord 
on Jordanian-Palestinian 
cooperation signed by Prime 


Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
Amman in January. 

The Jordanian government 
and the PNA cabinet have 
endorsed the Jan. 26 agree- 
ment. 


Mr. Shuaibi, who arrived 
here across the King Hussein 
Bridge, was quoted as saying 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that his visit to Jordan 
’Tails within the framework 
of the (Jan. 26) agreement,” 
which calls for separate 
accords on cooperation in va- 
rious sectors. 


The Palestinian minister 
was scheduled to meet with 
Minister of Youth Awad 
Kbleifat and other senior 
officials. 

He was received upon 
arrival by the under-secretary 
of the Ministry of Youth. 


Majed Qteishat, and other 
officials. 

The delegation accom- 
panying Mr. Shuaibi will also 
holds talks with officials from 
Jordanian sports clubs and 
related institutions with a 
view to arranging soccer 
teams from the two sides to 
play each other. 

A committee is expected to 
be announced on Monday 
entrusted with drawing up a 
Jordan-PNA agreement on 
cooperation in sports. 

The agreement would aim 
at. exchanging delegations 
from both sides and organis- 
ing Jordanian assistance to 
the PNA in building sports 
facilities and training for 
sports personnel. 

The agreement could be 
signed on Wednesday subject 
to the approval of the minis- 
ters of the draft to be pre- 
pared by the committee. 


Transport panel formed 


The Jordanian government 
also Saturday formed a steer- 
ing committee on transport, 
and named Director General 
of the Ports Corporation 
Duried Mahasneh as its 
chairman, Petra reported. 

The committee will discuss 
transport issues with the 
PNA. The committee groups 
the directors general of the 
Civil Aviation Authority, 
Royal Jordanian, the 
Meteorology Department, 
the Customs^ Department, 
and the National Shipping' 
Lines and the assistant direc- 
tor of the Public Security 
Department. 

The government has also 
decided to form five sub- 
committees specialising in the 
various transport fields and 
entrusted the minister of 
transport to name their mem- 
bers. 


Hit and run driver turns himself in 


By Rana Htusemf 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A 30-year-old 
man who on Saturday struck 
and killed a three-year-old 
child while driving, then fled 
the scene in Zarqa, turned 
himself in Sunday, police 
said. 

A police official told the 
Jordan Times that the sus- 
pect, who was not identified, 
walked m to the police sta- 
tion and confessed to running 
over Manal Nouri of Zarqa in 
his pick-up truck then fleeing 
the scene of the accident. 

“Eyewitnesses gave us a 


good description of the vehi- 
cle, and even if he had not 
turned himself in, we were 
going to find him,” the offi- 
cial said. 

According to the official, 
the suspect is in police cus- 
tody and will be transferred 
to tiie court. 

Also on Saturday, one per- 
son was killed and another 
was seriously injured in a 
tribal feud that involved 
more than 10 people in the 
Rmemin area near Baqaa 
camp, police reports said. 


Mohammad Awad was listed 
in critical condition ( after 
being shot in the chest. 

According to a police re- 
port, the incident was 


sparked by family problems. 
“Shepherds of both clans 


According to the report, 
Awad Ali, 60, was stabbed to 


death in the fight, and 


“Shepherds of both dans 
started arguing about the 
area each party could graze 
its sheep in, and they all 
sorted fighting,” the source 
said. 

He added that families of 
both dans started fighting 
and Mohammad Awad stab- 
bed Awad Ali and killed him. 

“During the fight, one of 
Mr. AH’s family had beat up 
Mr. Awad's father ana 


mother and so' Mr. Awad deckled to 
revenge by killing Mr. Ali,” 
the source told the Jordan 
limes. 

He added that in turn, one 
of the victim’s family shot 
Mr. Awad. 

According to the source,' 
most of the people involved 
in the fight are in police 
custody. Police dedined com- 
ment on the inddent. 

Sources said that both vic- 
tims were taken to King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre, while 
the remaining 10 involved in 
the fighting were taken to 
Salt Hospital and were listed 
in fair to good condition. 


Cold front Opposition parties plan public rally 


expected — 
officials 


against normalisation with Israel 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN (Petra) — The De- 
partment of Meteorology 
predicts that Khamasini 
weather conditions will end 
Monday as a result of a cold 
front which is expected to 
start affecting -Jordan- Mora) 

dayr — 

• The- department said it ex- ‘ 
-peered a-dre^ in tempera* 
tures as a result of the front, 
and that clouds will appear at 
various altitudes. 


AMMAN — Opposition par- 
ties are preparing for a major 
pubHc conference at the end 
of this month to rally Jorda- 
nian and Arab support to 
combat all sorts of normalisa- 
tion with-Israel. party leader 
said- Sunday: ~ ^ 


It said there was a chance 
of scattered showers, espe- 
cially in the northern and 
central parts of Jordan. 

The department forecast 
another drop in temperatures 
on Tuesday and said a re- 
latively cold and partly 
cloudy day could be ex- 
pected, with a chance of scat- 
tered showers still remaining. 


Eleven politicak parties will 
'submit a memorandum today 
to the Ministry of Interior 
requesting permission to hold 
a public rally on April -27, 
according to Taysser Zibri, 
secretary general of the 
Jordanian People’s Democra- 
tic Party. Party sources said 
they expect at least 500 peo- 
ple to participate. 

Opposition parties said 
they will also extend invita- 
tions to anti-normalisation 
committees in Syria, Leba- 


non and Egypt to attend the 
first conference of its kind. 

They will also inform all 
interested committees and 
parties in the Arab World, 
but said they cannot afford to 
extend invitations since their 
budget was limited. 

The rally aims at adopting 
a unified stand among the 
opposition- -parties ' vis-a-vis ■ 
Arafr 1 ped'ce ftith' Israel: AM? : 
participatmg parties are* ex- 
pected to endorse a pan-Arab 
charter against normalisa- 
tion. 

According to party 
sources, the main guidelines 
of the charter call for the 
rejection of all sorts of rela- 
tions with Israel that are 
based on the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO)-Israel accord reached 
in Oslo. Norway, and the 
Jordanian- Israeli peace trea- 
ty, signed last October. 

“We will declare our rejec- 


tion to the American submis- 
sion policies and their 
attempts aimed at dominat- 
ing the Arab and Islamic 
region,” one party activist 
said. 

The activist said the char- 
ter emphasises that the Zion- 
ist movement was a danger to 
the Arab nation, and that 

^^^ OCCUpy ^ 

field, 

charter calls tor the rejection 
of and resistance to any 
amendment in school curricu- 
la; boycotting all seminars 
and conferences with Israel; 
and publicising against tour- 
ism activities with Israel. 

In the economic field, the 
charter calls for boycotting all 
kinds of trade with Israel, 
including banking transac- 
tions. 

The charter also calls for 
the rejection of the leasing of 
lands to Israel. 


On Wednesday, the weath- 
er is expected to stabilise but 
with temperatures still below 
the annual average. 

The maximum tempera- 
ture expected in Amman on 
Monday was 18*0, in Aqaba 
26°C, desert areas 21°C and 
the Jordan Valley 25°C. 


RSCN praises petroleum refinery 
for producing lead- free gasoline 


UNRWA 
celebrates 
World Health 


AMMAN (Petra) — Presi- 
dent of the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature 
Anis Mouasher called for 
wider usage of the new, intro- 
duced lead-free gasoline in 
Jordan to help reduce pollu- 
tion. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 
Mr. Mouasher lauded the 


Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company (JPRC) for the 
production of this gasoline 
and said it was a progressive 
step towards protecting na- 
ture and the environment. 

He said lead-free gasoline, 
which is being sold at a li- 
mited number of gas stations, 
should be widely offered. 

He said there were other 


kinds of poisonous gasoline 
that should be banned be- 
cause they have a negative 
effect on people's health. 

Mr. Mouasher called on 
the concerned authorities to 
prohibit the importation of 
automobiles not equipped 
with an additional combus- 
tion device that reduces emis- 
sions pollution. 


Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Director 
of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) Affairs, Ele Saaf cal- 
led for enhancing coopera- 
tion between the depart- 
ments of health and educa- 
tion at the agency to achieve 
the desired objectives of eli- 
minating all kinds of diseases. 


N° w the " Best " 
r in car rental can be 
your first choice in Jordan. 


In a ceremony held at AI 
Wihdat Preparatory School 
for Girls on the occasion of 
World Health Day, Mr. Saaf 
said education and medicine 
are the basic curse for com- 
bating epidemics. 

Abdul Sal am Abu Awad, 
director of the UNRWA 
Health Services Department 
stressed the importance of 


DOLLAR 

MfTACAff 


Make Car Rental Simple 


'A**# m 


eradicating polio throughout 
the world. In a speech deli- 


±IA& £i 


the world. In a speech deli- 
vered on the occasion, Mr. 
Abu Awad pointed to the 
remarkable achievements in 
many countries that suc- 
ceeded in combating polio. 




“We should not miss the 
opportunity because the dis- 
ease will make a come back 
and attack our children,” Mr. 
Abu Awad said. 


He urged parents and 
mothers to vaccinate their 
children against polio until it 
totally disappears as “was the 
case with measles," he said. 

Awards were presented to 
22 students from Amman, 
Irbid and Zarqa for their 
creative drawings on polio. 
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Serbs shell Sarajevo as 
government celebrates 


SARAJEVO^ (AFP) — Serb 
forces shelled downtown 
Sarajevo overnight in what 
was seen as a grim warning of 
things to come and Sarajevo 
Airport remained closed due 
to Serb refusal to guarantee 
the safety of landing aircraft. 

Meanwhile, Bosnian 
troops were celebrating a vic- 
tory in the centre of the 
country, against which Serbs 
were reportedly counter- 
attacking. 

Some eight shells slammed 
into Sarajevo overnight, hit- 
ting a nearly-deserted .mar- 
ketplace and the vicinity of a 
U.N. compound in what was 
seen as a warning to both 
UNPROFOR and to the peo- 
ple of Sarajevo. 

Damage was reported to 
be minimal. Only a couple of 
people were said to have 
been hurt and briefly treated 
at the hospital. 

The nighttime attack fol- 
lowed a similar incident 
Thursday when several heavy 
mortar shells slammed into 
the old town, including one 
blasting an empty mosque 
courtyard. 


Meanwhile, the airlift into 
the besieged capital remained 
suspended Sunday morning 
because of the Serbs' refusal 
“to guarantee the safety" of 
aircraft landing here. UN- 
PROFOR spokeswoman 
Captain Myriam Sochacki 
said. 

On Saturday, the Serbs 
had fired at a C-130 transport 
plane, operated by the U.N. 
High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR), as it land- 
ed and again as it took off 
minutes later. The airport 
was closed for the day. 

Ten rounds hit the plane, 
including the cockpit, and 
damaged its hydraulic sys- 
tem, but the aircraft was able 
to safely return to Ancona, 
Italy, the main base for the 
delivery of humanitarian aid 
here. 

The incident occurred dur- 
ing an armed standoff be- 
tween French U.N. and Serb 
soldiers at a checkpoint near 
the airport, later defused 
when both sides signed a 
document meant to clarify 
the situation for rhe passage 
between the U.N.-held air- 


port and the city. 

U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) spokesman 
Major Herve Gourmelon 
Sunday reported low-level 
military activity in the vicinity 
of the central Vlasic Plateau, 
which Muslim-lqd govern- 
ment forces assaulted on March 
20 and fully captured several 
days ago. 

Bosnian television re- 
ported that both Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic and 
army chief General Rasim 
Delic had visited frontline 
troops on snow-covered Vla- 
sic where pictures showed the 
government flag floating on a 
television relay station, 
apparently captured undam- 
aged atop the 1.943 meter- 
high (6,412 foot) Mount Pal- 
jenik. 

Sarajevo Radio said Serbs 
fired several hundred artil- 
lery and tank rounds Satur- 
day at government lines on 
Vlasic. 

Maj. Gourmelon spoke of 
an unconfirmed small-scale 
Serb counter-offensive in the 
area. 

The local Bosnian com- 


mander, General Mehmed 
Alagic, quoted by Sarajevo 
Radio, said the capture of the 
plateau was one of the army's 
greatest achievements to date 
and opened the way for furth- 
er inroads into Serb-held 
territory to the west. 

Military sources here sug- 
gested government troops 
might next target the nearby 
town of Jajce. 

In the northeast, fighting 
continued near Tuzla for con- 
trol of a second television and 
communications relay tower 
on the 900 metres high (3,000 
foot) Stolice peak. Maj. 
Gourmelon said. 

The Serbs have resorted to 
chemical weapons to repel 
Bosnian infantjy assaults in 
the area, Bosnian and West- 
ern military sources said here 
Sunday. 

The Serbs unleashed a CS- 
type gas attack in the area on 
Thursday night, incapacitat- 
ing a number of government 
soldiers, a spokesman for the 
Bosnian army 2nd Corps said 
by telephone from Tuzla. 


Relations on the line after Filipino 
commission says maid was innocent 


MANILA (AFP) — Philip- 
pine' Singapore diplomatic 
ties hang in the balance after 
a presidential panel con- 
cluded that a Filipina maid 
may have been wrongly 
hanged in Singapore, analysts 
said Sunday. 

The commission appointed 
by President Fidel Ramos 
called on the Singapore au- 
thorities to reinvestigate Flor 
Contemplacion’s case. 

Mr. Ramos now walked a 
political tightrope as he pon- 
ders whether to make good a 
threat to break diplomatic 
ties with Singapore. 

There has been a national 
outcry over Contemplacion’s 
hanging on March 17 for the 
murder of another maid and 
a four year old boy. Mr. 
Ramos said he would cut ties 
if the commission found there 
had been an injustice. 

The president, who has 
already downgraded di- 
plomatic ties, was given .an 
advance copy of the report 
Thursday but has yet to com- 
ment on findings. The report 
said Contemplation “appears 
to be mistakenly blamed and 


banged... apparently she is 
the victim of grave injustice." 

A Singapore Foreign 
Ministry spokesman told 
AFP they have received a 
copy of the 79-page report 
and were preparing a re- 
sponse. The report also slam- 
med the city-state for .being 
uncaring and for sanctioning 
the use of torture to exact 
confessions. 

The 42-year-old mother of 
four was convicted for the 
1991 killings of Filipina maid 
Delia Maga and Maga’s four- 
year-old Singaporean ward. 

Singapore rejected appeals 
to stay the execution to con- 
sider new evidence. This 
sparked angry protests in the 
Philippines, including the 
burning of Singapore's flag 
and the bombing of its air- 
lines' office. 

Many Filipinos were im- 
pressed by Mr, Ramos' brave 
words against Singapore, its 
second largest trading part- 
ner in South East Asia. 

Others, however, re- 
mained scepitcal, saying it 
was a ploy to deflect a savage 
backlash on the administra- 


tion’s candidates in the May 8 
legislative elections. 

Manila has been accused of 
failing to help Con temp ladon 
■and popularity surveys 
showed the candidates* win- 
ning chances have been 
affected by the anti- 
go vc foment sentiment. 

University of the Philip- 
pines political scientist Fran- 
cisco Nemenzo acknow- 
ledged that breaking ties with 
another country was difficult. 

But he told AFP by tele- 
phone that Mr. Ramos 
“made that promise to the 
world" and will “lose credi- 
bility" if he does not carry it 
out. 

Philippine Justice Depart- 
ment pathologists in their 
autospy concluded that Maga 
could have been killed by a 
stronger person. They also 
said she was severely beaten 
before being strangled - as 
shown by cracks on his skull 
and some broken ribs. 

Singapore has disputed the 
findings, stressing that the 
autopsy was done four years 
after Maga's death. 


Sri Lanka issues shoot- to -kill 
orders ahead of fresh peace talks 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri 
Lankan security forces were 
given shoot-to-kill orders af- 
ter the murder of two sol- 
diers, shattering a fragile 
truce ahead of Monday’s 
peace talks, defence officials 
said Snnday. 

Gunmen suspected of be- 
longing to the Liberati on Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
shot the soldiers outside the 
key Palaly military base in 
the northern Jaffna peninsula 
Saturday, officials said. 

A Defence Ministry state- 
ment said investigations were 
proceeding and the military 
commanders were in co ntact 
with the local LTTE area 
leader identified as Selvar- 


asa. The m inistry said that 
the LTTE had denied the 
killing. 

Saturday's killings cannot 
be independently investi- 
gated because the Tigers 
have refused to recognise 
four truce monitoring com- 
mittees, beaded by foreign 
nationals, until all their eco- 
nomic demands are met. 


8 truce, aimed at clearing the 
way for a political settlement 
to the ethnic conflict which 
has claimed over 30,000 lives 
since 1972. 

“We are now observing a 
red alert and all sentries have 
been asked to shoot anyone 
getting too close to our de- 
fence Tines. For the soldier in 
the bunker it is a matter of 


It also reported that gun- 1 kill or get killed," an army 
fire was heard in the eastern officer said. 


Am para district Saturday and 
that the military had brought 
it to the notice of the Tigers. 
There were no reports of 
casualties in Am para. 

Officials said the two vic- 
tims in Palaly were the first 
army casualties since the Jan. 


The latest shooting came as 
the government prepared to 
s end a delegation to the 
LTTE-held northern Jaffna 
town Monday to resume a 
peace process that has been 
tottering since their last face- 
to-face meet on Jan, 14. 


India’s Rao faces crisis over budget 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
fractious Congress Party 
faced further trouble Sunday 
after dissident leaders 
threatened to challenge 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao’s budget in parlia- 
ment. 

The rebels said that if their 
move to make nine changes 
in the budget was blocked by 
Mr. Rao, they would step up 
a challenge to Mr. Rao’s 
leadership by pushing ahead 
with plans to form a separate 
pa^y- 

But a cabinet minister 
close to Mr. Rao said there 
was no chance of a split in 
India's oldest political 
machine, adding that the 
prime minister's position had 
become invincible within the 
Congress after a recent meet- 
ing of its senior leaders. 

Rangarajan Kumaraman- 
galam, a former Junior par- 
liamentary affairs minister, 
said Saturday he would move 
this month to “cut motions” 
on nine points in the budget 
that Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh presented on 
March IS. 

Arjun Singh, the party's 
senior rebel leader and a 
former cabinet minister, told 
Reuters he supported Mr. 
Kumaramangalam’s move 
but declined to say whether it 
was discussed at a meeting of 
the Congress dissidents Fri- 


day. 

“The Congress is fully be- 
hind the prime minister and 
talks of a split are hot air.” 
Welfare Minister Sitaram 
Kesri said. 

But the rebels said they 
had 34 Congress deputies 
backing a move to check Mr. 
Rao in parliament, adding 
they needed just 14 deputies 
to block the budget with the 
opposition's help. 

Their nine-point changes 
include proposals to provide 
food grain at half the market 
price to 50 miliion of India’s 
poor and electricity subsidies 
to farmers. 

They have also demanded 
an increase in the exemption 
level in personal income tax 
to 60,000 rupees (S2J)00). 
annually and government 
commitment to plough back 
funds from disinvestments in 
state-owned enterprises into 
the companies instead of us- 
ing the money to finance 
budget deficits. 

“The issues that I have 
raised are issues which will 
find support in the economic 
resolution passed at the 
(Congress) committee meet- 
ings/’ Mr. Kumaramangalam 
said. 

"This being party policy, 
no member of parliament be- 
longing to the Congress Par- 
ty, I am sure, will 
he said. 


Mr. Rao, who took power 
at the head of a minority 
government in June 1991, ac- 
quired a wafer-thin majority 
last year as a result of defec- 
tions from opposition parties. 

India's main opposition 
group, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party, and the Communist- 
led Left Front have deman- 
ded Mr. Rao’s resignation 
following setbacks for Con- 
gress in recent state polls. 

Several Delhi-based diplo- 
mats said Saturday they 
feared the dissidents’ move 
could precipitate a showdown 
in parliament making it diffi- 
cult for Mr. Rao to win a 
budget vote. 

Most newspapers said Mr. 
Rao had come out stronger 
within the Congress despite 
the losses for the party in 
recent state elections. 

Nonetheless the crisis has 
led to speculation that gener- 
al elections might be called 
early. 

The Asian Age newspaper 
Sunday quoted unidentified 
sources as saying Mr. Rao 
was likely to call the polls in 
February instead of June next 
year, when they are due. 

“Unless something unto- 
ward happens, the elections 
will be advanced, and Febru- 
ary appears to be the most 
likely month," the Age 
quoted a source as saying. 


Ministers 
rally round 
beleaguered 
Major 

LONDON (R) — Ministers 
rallied round beleaguered 
Prime Minister John Major 
Sunday to stave off a lead- 
ership challenge after the rul- 
ing Conservatives were 
humiliated in Scottish local 
elections. 

Just one Scottish voter in 
10 supported the Conserva- 
tives in last Thursday's elec- 
tions. Opinion polls point to 
another likely “wipe-out" for 
die badly divided party in 
next month’s local council 
elections across England and 
Wales. 

The Scottish rout promp- 
ted a flurry of media specula- 
tion about moves to oust Mr. 
Major, who took over in 1990 
when the Conservatives 
dumped Margaret Thatcher 
as an electoral liability after a 
tumultuous decade in power. 

The Observer said Tip to 33 
Conservative members of 
parliament were ready to call 
for a leadership contest. 
Education Secretary Gillian 
Shephard was cited as a 
possible candidate by the 
Sunday Telegraph. 

But Home Secretary 
Michael Howard, himself re- 
covering from a bruising 
week at the hands of parlia- 
mentarians over law reforms, 
sought to quell any fevered 
leadership speculation. 

“Three years ago today, 
the prime minister led ns 
against all the odds to a 
(general) election victory that 
no one expected us to win,” 
Home Secretary Michael Ho- 
ward said. 



f 
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Pakistan's Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
arrives for a luncheon with U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros GfaaU in New York. Ms. 


Bhutto is currently on a 10-day visit to the 

United States (AFP photo) 


Bhutto warns of arms imbalance 
between Pakistan and India 


PRINCETON, New Jersey 
(AP) — Asserting that Indi- 
a’s weapons programme 
“threatens to start a prolif- 
eration race," Pakistan's 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to urged international talks to 
end the spread of weapons of 
mass destruction in South 
Asia. 

In a speech Saturday at 
Princeton University, Ms. 
Bhutto said the talks should 
address what she called the 
“increasing imbalance in con- 
ventional weapons between 
Pakistan and India.” 

Portraying Pakistan as a 


democratic Islamic country 
committed to constitutional 
rule and a free market, Ms. 
Bhutto said, “Pakistan *is a 
force for moderation and sta- 
bility in die Islamic World." 

Ms. Bhutto was delivered 
her first public address since 
arriving in the United States 
Wednesday. 

During her 10-day visit. 
Ms. Bhutto is seeking U.S. 
investment in Pakistan and 
the lifting of sanctions im- 
posed in 1990 after the Un- 
ited States concluded Pakis- 
tan was operating a covert 
nuclear weapons programme. 

After Ms. Bhutto met 


Thursday with Senate major- 
ity leader Bob Dole, he said 
he was ‘impressed with her 
arguments." 

President Bill Clinton, who 
is scheduled to meet Ms. 
Bhutto Tuesday in Washing- 
ton, indicated the United 
States is ready to review the 
policy set out in a law au- 
thored by Sen. Larry Pressler 
in 1990 imposing sanctions 
against Pakistan. 

Before speaking at Prince- 
ton, Ms. Bhutto met with 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali for about an 
hour in private in New York. 


Kennedy would have pulled 
out of Vietnam*— McNamara 


NEW YORK (R) — Former 
U.S. Defence Secretary 
Robert McNamara said in an 
excerpt from an upcoming 
memoir that if former Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy had 
lived he would have pulled 
U.S. troops out of Vietnam 
and averted “a terrible price 
in blood." 

In the excerpt, published in 
Newsweek's latest issue that 
will be on newsstands Mon- 
day, Mr. McNamara also 
blames himself and former 
top officials for “ill-found" 
judgements about the war 
that he helped engineer and 
which claimed more than 
58,000 American lives. 

Mr. McNamara, a key 
architect of America's failed 
Vietnam War effort under 
Presidents Kennedy and Lyn- 
don Johnson, has been vir- 
tually silent on the war for 25 
years. 

The excerpt from his book. 
In Retrospect: The Tragedy 
And Lessons Of Vietnam, is 
the first time the former de- 
fence secretary has detailed 
what he considers the errors 
that led to U.S. involvement 
in the war. 

“We of the Kennedy and 
Johnson administrations who 
participated in the decisions 
on Vietnam... were wrong, 
terribly wrong. We owe it to 
future generations to explain 
why,” the book begins, 
according to the 6,000-word 
extract. 

If Kennedy had lived,"he 


would have pulled us out of 
Vietnam. He would have 
concluded that the South 
Vietnamese were incapable 
of defending themselves....' 
Mr. McNamara said. 

Prevailing U.S. military 
opinion then was that the fall 
of South Vietnam to com- 
munism would lead to the fall 
of other U.S. allies in the 
region — the so-called 
“domino theory.” 

“Kennedy would have 
agreed that withdrawal would 
cause a fall of the dominoes 
but that staying in would 
ultimately lead to the same 
result, while exacting a terri- 
ble price in blood." Mr. 
McNamara said. 

U.S. supply troops and 
military advisers were first 
sent to Vietnam after Ken- 
nedy took office in 1961. But 
the escalation of the war and 
introduction of combat 
troops occurred under former 
President Lyndon Johnson, 
who took over after Ken- 
nedy's assassination in 
November 1963. 

The war did not end until 
1975, 12 years after Ken- 
nedy's death. Mr. McNamara 
said he blamed himself for 
not forcing Johnson to con- 
sider military and diplomatic 
options to end the conflict. 

“We failed to analyse our 
assumptions critically," Mr. 
McNamara wrote. “We nev- 
er stopped to explore fully 
whether there were more 
routes to our destination." 


Mr. McNamara, 78, has 
been frequently blamed for 
not doing more to end the 
conflict despite his early, 
documented conclusion that 
the United States and its 
South Vietnamese ally could 
not defeat the Hanoi-led 
Communist forces militarily. 

* In 1964, Mr. McNamara 
said, he and Johnson were 
shocked by the “almost cava- 
lier" manner in which the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff warned 
that maintaining “a non- 
‘ Communist South Vietnam... 
would almost inevitably in- 
volve a Korean-scale 
ground action and possibly 
even the use of nuclear 
weapons." 

Mr. McNamara said John- 
son sought advice on bomb- 
ing Vietnam from former 
President Dwight Eisenhow- 
er. 

"Ike began by -saying 
LBJ’s first duty was to con- 
tain communism in South 
East Asia," wrote Mr. 
McNamara, adding one offi- 
cial said it might take eight 
U.S. divisions to prevent a 
Communist takeover of 
South Vietnam. 

Mr. McNamara also said 
“a secret memo by the CIA’s 
Dick Helms shows that, in 
the fall of 1967, the CIA's 
most senior analysts believed 
we could have withdrawn 
without any permanent dam- 
age to U.S. or Western secur- 
ity." 


1996 U.S. presidential campaign already under way 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
More than a year and a half 
before the 1996 presidential 
vote, the campaign is already 
under way, with a half-dozen 
Republican candidates in the 
race or about to announce 
their candidacy. 

President Bill Clinton has 
already made it clear he 
wants to remain at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue until 
tile year 2000. But he is now 
in a campaign against the 
Republicans, and could face 
a primary challenge within 
his own party. 

The race will get more 
crowded in the coming week, 
with Monday’s scheduled de- 
claration of candidacy by 
Senate majority leader Bob 
Dole, considered the Repub- 
lican front-runner. 

Also expected to throw his 
hat in the ring this week is 
ultra-conservative Repre- 
senative Bob Doman of Cali- 
fornia. 

Sen. Dole, a veteran of 
three presidential campaigns 
— as Gerald Ford’s running 
mate in 1976 and on his own 
in 1980 and 1988 — has the 
greatest name recognition 
and prominence among the 
Republicans. 

In Iowa, where the party 
caucauses next February will 
be the first test of popular- 
ity, Sen. Dole is seen as the 
leader in a recent poll, with 
50 per cent likely to vote for 
him. In second place was 
Texas Senator Phil Gramm, 
with 10.4 per cent. 

The 71-year-old Dole is also 
the ieader in New Hamp- 
shire, where the first primary 
vote will be held Feb. 20. 
And in national surveys, Sen. 
Dole polled 42 per cent to 13 


per cent to Sen. Gramm. 

A big unknown factor in 
the race, however, is Califor- 
nia Governor Pete Wilson. 
He is a moderate Republican 
who is the chief executive of 
the most populous state 
.which could tip the balance 
in the 1996 general election. 

Mr. Wilson has said he is 
considering a run for the 
presidency, but has not for- 
mally announced. 

The importance of Califor- 
nia has been highlighted by 
Mr. Clinton's visit to the 
western state this weekend. 
Mr. 'Clinton and Vice Presi- 
dent A1 Gore are due to 
make another visit in less 
than a month. 

Under the primary system, 
candidates win delegates 
from their parties in the pre- 
liminary voting round in each 
successive state. But next 
year, the contest will be much 
faster than in the past. 

With California’s primary 
set for March 26, the cam- 
paign will be decided in just 
over a month. So candidates 
will have to be well-organised 
and able to mount an effec- 
tive campaign in states from 
New York to Florida to 
Texas almost simultaneously. 

Other Republicans in the 
race include former Tennes- 
see Governor Lamar Alexan- 
der, Pennsylvania Senator 
Arlen Specter, commentator 
Pat Buchanan and radio host 
Alan Keyes. Indiana Senator 
Richard Luear is also mulling 
a presidential bid. 

The Republicans are riding 
high as a result of their stun- 
ning rout of the Democratic 
Party in November 1994 con- 
gressional elections and are 
encouraged by what many 


see as Mr. Clinton's vulner- 
ability. 

The Democrat was elected 
in 1992 in a three-way race 
with 43 per cent of the popu- 
lar vote, and his approval 
rating has hovered around 
that figure since then. 

History is also working 
against a Clinton victory: no 
Democrat since Franklin 
Roosevelt has won two suc- 
cessive elections for presi- 
dent. 

After giving the new Re- 
publican majority a three- 
month grace period, Presi- 
dent Clinton assured Demo- 
crats Saturday he is about to 
get tough with the conserva- 
tives. 

“When I ran for presi- 
dent... I did not imagine that 
I would go there to tiy to 
make political points by pil- 
ing up a stack of vetos.” Mr. 
Clinton told the annual 
Democratic convention in 
Sacramento, California. 

“I still don't want to do 
that, but I will if I have to,” 
he said, threatening to use 
that power — which he has 
never used since taking office 
in 1993 — on a host of 
upcoming conservative mea- 
sures. 

Republicans this week 
marked a triumphant finish 
to their first 100 days in pow- 
er by voting on the last item 
of their 10-point conservative 
agenda as promised. 

Mr. Clinton had given the 
Republicans — who won 
their first majority in 40 years 
last November — a free ride 
for the period, and he even 
praised House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich on the mammoth 
effort. 

But now Mr. Ointon is on 


the offensive, blasting Re- 
publican tax cuts as rewards 
for the rich and assailing their 
spending cuts as punishment 
for poor women and chil- 
dren. 

“We need sensible cuts, 
not partisan cuts,” he told 
delegates on day two of his 
tour of Texas and California, 
key electoral states he must 
win to hold onto the White 
House in 1996. 

Saturday’s event was the 
clearest sign to date that the 
White House is earnestly 
jumping into the 1996 race — 
which Mr. Clinton has admo- 
nished Republicans is too 
soon to begin. 

The president was intro- 
duced at the convention by a 
short video of his 17 trips to 
the state since his 1992 elec- 
tion. highlighting what he has 
done for California complete 
with new-age background 
music and shots of him with 
flood- victims and disabled 
children. 

On Friday in Texas, Mr. 
Clinton spelled out exactly 
which measures he would 
veto and called the Republi- 
cans' S189 billion tax cut "a 
fantasy” that is “not going to 
happen." 

His get-tough assurances to 
Democrats come after a 
group of 25 congressional 
Democrats urged him last 
week to be more aggressive 
with Republicans — who 
have shown no signs of letting 
up on them. 

Mr. Gingrich delivered a 
live television address in 
Washington Friday similar to 
a presidential State of the 1 
Union Address in which he 
called on voters to support 
his -campaign to “remake" 
the government 


Indian police 
chief defends 
young love 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — An 
Indian police chief has turned 
Cupid's assistant and ordered 
his staff to protect courting 
couples in the eastern city of 
Calcutta, the Times of India 
newspaper said Sunday. 
Tushar Talukdar. head of 
Calcutta's police force, said 
•in an interview that lovers 
frequenting the city’s verdant 
, ■ parks would not be harrassed 
either by policemen or local 
toughs. “I think lovers are a 
beautiful feature of the city's 
life." the writer-policeman 
said. "But for them (many) 
places would lose much of 
their charm. "We want that 
they should be able to meet 
in peace. Love is a rare ex- 
perience in the time of youth 
(and) no filthy hand should 
soil it." Chief Talukdar said 
the sprawling lawns of the : 
Victoria Memorial, a fin de 
siecle marble memorial built 
during British colonial rule, 
the prbmenade on the river 
Hooghly and city parks ■ 
would henceforth be safe 
havens for those in love. 
“Lovers are free to sit 
together holding hands. They 
can sip tea or coffee and be a . 
little warm. The police has 
been instructed to ensure that 
they are not disturbed." he 
said. Chief Talukdar's inter- 
view came shortly after two . 
Calcutta policemen were sus- - 
pended for illegally fining a • 
young married couple. . 
travelling by taxi, on charges 
of obscenity. The husband 
had been resting his head on - 
his wife's shoulder — a vulgar 
display of affection by tradi- _ 
tional Indian standards which 
proscribe physical contact be- 
tween the sexes in public. 

Mozambique urges 
people to make 
love with 'skill’ 

MAPUTO (R) — The > 
Mozambican government - 
urged its citizens to make * 
love with skill, cleverness and 
versatility — the rough trans- •• 
lation of a new brand name of 
condom launched to stop the ' 
spread of AIDS. Marketers ■ 
said Jeito. a colloquial Portu- - 
guese word, was chosen after 
market research among 
young people in the former . 
Portuguese colony where ■. 
officials estimate up to ’■ 
400.000 adults have con- 
tracted the virus that causes : 
AIDS. “Make love with me 
only with Jeito." says a Radio 
Mozambique jingle, advertis- I 
ing a packet of four condoms • 
for the equivalent of seven 
U.S. cents, a tenth o/the cost • 
of a bottle beer. The condom 
will be sold through a net- . - 
work of chemists' shops, mar- • 
kets. bars, hotels, discothe- • 
ques. car parks used by long • 
distance lorry drivers, and 
other places which can serve 
people most at risk of con- 
tracting AIDS. 

Rotten garlic 
pollutes 
Bay of Bengal 

DHAKA (AFT) — Rotten : 
garlic dumped illegally into 
the Bay of Bengal has pol- 
luted parts of the Bangladesh 
coast, damaging aquatic life, 
a minister was Sunday quoted 
as saying. “Fishing trawlers 
(are) facing a hard tiirifc (and) 
recorded very poor catch." 
because of the dumping. 
Fisheries and Livestock 
Minister Abdullah AI No- 
man told the Daily Star news- 
paper. The daily, without 
identifying the offenders, 
said a company had dumped ' 
880 tonnes of rotten garlic '■ 
about two months ago and its 
stench had polluted the air in 
adjoining coastal areas. 

Flight times are 
longer than 25 
years ago 


LONDON (AFP) — Journey 
times by plane in Europe are 
longer than they were 25 
years ago. despite the sup- 
posed progress in aviation 
technology, the Sunday 
Times reported following a 
review conducted with a Brit- 
ish travel agency. The paper 
blamed the delays on growing 
congestion at airports ana 
fuel-saving measures being 
taken by airlines. It now 
takes 75 minutes to go from 
London to Paris, one of the 
most popular flights in 
Europe, compared with 55 
minutes in 1970, the paper 
said. It noted that in 1946 the 
piston-engined Vickers Vik- 
ing. nicknamed the “flying 
pig." took just 40 minutes for 
the same trip. Similar in- 
creases were noted on. 
London-Amsterdam (65 mi- 
nutes instead of 57). London- 
Frankfurt (100 minutes 
against 75). and London- 
Brussels (65 minutes from 
55). London to Rome (145 
minutes) and London to 
Geneva (95 minutes) were, 
each 15 minutes longer. 
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Bnnmdian soldier at the Magana refugee 
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Ngozi. The offic e of the U.N. High Commis- 
aoner for Refugees begins to return some 
30,000 Rwa ndan Hufus to their camp at 
Magara (AFP photo) 
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Refugee transfer to resume in Burundi 
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BUJUMBURA (AFP) — An 
operation to transfer some 
40,000 Rwandan Hums back 
to their refugee camps in 
northern Burundi will resume 
‘Monday following a suspen- 
sion due to a grenade attack, 
a U.N. official said Sunday. 

Shelly Peterman, the re- 
j gional coordinator of the 
- U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees, said her agency 
had received assurances from 
officials in Burundi that the 
convoys transporting the re- 
fugees would receive better 
protection from the army. 

On Saturday, a grenade 
was thrown at a truck car- 
rying some of the refugees 
and seven were injured, in- 


cluding a child who was sev- 
erely hurt. 

The truck was part of a 
convoy bringing Hums back 
to a refugee camp from a 
makeshift facility on the road 
to the border with Tanzania. 
A total of 1.500 refugees had 
made it back to the Magara 
refugee camp when a grenade 
was hurled at a truck that was 
still on the road. 

Tens of thousands had 
tried to flee to that neigh- 
bouring country over the past 
few weeks because of rising 
ethnic violence in Burundi, 
but Tanzania shut its border, 
saying it already had 700,000 
refugees and could not cope 
with more. 


Meanwhile, the Burundi 
capital Bujumbura remained 
calm for the second consecu- 
tive night Saturday despite 
fears of violence following 
the killing Thursday of a 
South African journalist and 
two Tuts is in an ambush 
attack. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandans from .the majority 
Hum tribe fled to Burundi 
last July when Tutsi-led re- 
bels seized power in Rwanda 
after three months of ethnic 
carnage that left more than 
half a million people dead. 
Most of those killed were 
Tutsis and Hutui moderates 
targeted by Hum extremists. 


Britain ‘foiled plot to kill’ Adams 


LONDON (R) — British in- 
telligence agents foiled a plot 
by rRA hardliners to assas- 
sinate Sinn Fein President 
Gerry Adams, the Observer 
newspaper said Sunday. 

The newspaper, citing 
security sources, said the 
assassination was planned by 
dissidents in the Irish Repub- 
lican Army who were 
angered by a ceasefire called 
by the guerrilla group last 
year in its fight to oust Britain 


from Northern Ireland. 

The sources said the plot- 
ters were kept under surveill- 
ance until just minutes before 
the attempt was to take place 
in January against Mr. 
Adams. leader of the IRA’s 
political wing. 

Early warnings had been 
received by Britain's M15 
security agency, the paper 
said. 

“A faction of IRA people 
in south Armagh (the border 


county known as “bandit 
country”) had been deter- 
mined to wipe Adams out 
because they thought he was 
leading them nowhere. The: 
thing was uncovered* and 
dealt with,” one source said. 
Mr. Adams has accused the 
British government of stalling 
the peace process in North- 
ern Ireland, now enjoying 
its first protracted ceasefire in 
the 25-year conflcit that took 
more than 3,000 lives. 


Smith finally votes in Zimbabwe elections 


HARARE (R) — Former 
white Rhodesian leader Ian 
Smith finally voted Sunday in 
Zimbabwe's general elections 
after a computer glitch 
thwarted his first bid to cast 
his ballot. 

He confirmed with a grin 
that he had not voted for 
President Robert Mugabe's 
ZANU-PF, which was 
assured of a majority in the 
150-seat parliament even be- 
fore voting started Saturday. ■ 

“That you can be sure,” he 
told reporters outside the red 
brick Alexandra Primarv 


School Gymnasium where he 
-cast his ballot. 

ZANU-PF had already 
taken 53 seats for lack of 
opposition candidates. The 
president appoints another 20 
members, while tribal chiefs 
fill 10 seats in the legislature. 

Mr. Smith, Mr. Mugabe's 
arch foe during years of black 
struggle against the break- 
away Rhodesian regime be- 
fore independent Zimbabwe 
emerged in 1980, first came 
to vote Saturday. 

He was turned away when 
scrutineers were unable to 


find his name on the electoral 
role updated last year. Mr. 
Mugabe himself said he 
would call the registrar- 
general to check the case. 

The Election Directorate 
did a computer check Satur- 
day night and found Mr. 
Smith's surname had been 
mistakenly printed as “Ian 
Smith,’* rather than “Smith.” 
thus eluding the polling sta- 
tion officials. 

He returned Sunday, a day 
after his 76th birthday, with a 
letter of apology from the 
government and no further 
problems. 


Hitler murdered? Yet another 
theory on the dictator’s demise 




BONN ( AP) — Theories ab- 
out Hitler's death and what 
became of his remains are a 
bit like unidentified flying ob- 
ject sightings: They pop up 
from time to time and are 
hard to disprove in the abs- 
ence of solid bone. 

In his will. Hitler ordered 
every trace of his existence 
destroyed when he died. This 
last wish was almost granted, 
though not as Hitler im- 
agined. 

The Red Army inherited 
Hitler’s mortal remains after 
capturing the bunker where 
he died on April 30, 1945. 
Because of Soviet bungling 
and scheming, it has taken 
.decades to leant what be- 
came of what was left of the 
Nazi leader. 

“The tomb of Napoleon is 
in the middle of Paris: the 
remains of Stalin are in the 
Kremlin Wall,” British histo- 
rian Norman Stone wrote in 
the Evening Standard of Lon- 
don Thursday. “But what 
ever happened to Hitler? for 
decades this has been a great 

mystery.” 

Before and since commun- 
ism’s fail, Russian intelli- 
gence officials have con- 
ducted a brisk trade in the 
Hitler file. The selective re- 
lease of artifacts stashed in 
various Soviet ministries and 
archives has resulted in a i 
series of press canards, and* 
laid fertile ground for hoaxes. 

In 1983, Stem magazine 
published what it believed 
were Hitler’s diaries, reco-. 
vered from a long-abandoned 
plane wreck. They turned out 
to have been written by a 
^neo-Nazi hired by a Stem 
Tre porter. 

Two years ago, to much 
fanfare. Russian authorities 
said they had found pieces of 
Hitler’s skull in a Moscow 
archive. But Werner Maser. 


a well-known Hitler biog- 
rapher. says they were 
fakes. 

Now — in time for the 50th 
anniversary of Hitler’s death 
— a British surgeon has chal- 
lenged the widely accepted 
version that Hitler committed 
suicide. He also says Hitler's 
wife. Eva Braun, did not die 
by his side. 

In Doppelgangers: The 
Truth About The Bodies In 
The Berlin Bunker. Dr. 
Hugh Thomas says newly 
opened Russian files show 
that an SS guard murdered 
Hitler and burned his body 
with that of a woman who 
was not Braun. 

Mr. Maser says Mr. Tho- 
mas' version fits the pattern 
of misinformation about Hit- 
ler’s death. More than 
200,000 books have been 
written about Hitler and his 
era. One version has it that 
he fled to Ireland and then to 
Argentina. 

“The Russians have made 
a huge business of coming up 
with new evidence on Hit- 
ler." said Mr. Maser. The 
bones and forensic records 
examined by Mr. Thomas 
were “the seventh Hitler 
body the Russians have 
offered to scholars." he said. 

Mr. Thomas, a former 
British army doctor, pre- 
viously has written books 
claiming Hitler aide Rudolf 
Hess was murdered in 1941 
while flying to Scotland with 
a proposal to end the war. He 
claimed the Hess who died in 
1987 at Berlin's Spandau 
Prison was an imposter. 

“Outrageous bunk,” said 
Mr. Maser. 

In the new book, to be 
published on April 24 in Bri- 
tain by 4th Estate Ltd., Mr. 
Thomas writes that Hitler 
was strangled by Heinz 
Linge, his SS valet". 


TT>e SS men living in Hit- 
ler’s bunker were eager for 
Hitler to die so they could get 
out and flee the approaching 
Soviet troops. Mr. Thomas 
said. 

The widely accepted 
account, based on witnesses, 
is that Hitler shot himself 
while chewing a cyanide cap- 
sule on April 30. 10 days after 
his 56th birthday, and that 
Braun, whom Hitler had 
married two nights earlier, 
poisoned herself. 

That version is confirmed 
by Dr. Ernst G. Schenk. 90. 
who was a German army 
doctor stationed near Hitler’s 
bunker. Dr. Schenk said 
Walter Hewel, a senior Hitler 
aide, told him about the 
suicide a few hours after it 
happened. 

“Then Hewel killed him- 
self. He did it in my presence, 

‘ the same way he described 
Hitler's dear — biting a 
cyanide capsule and shooting 
himself in the head,” Dr. 
Schenk said in a telephone 
interview from his Aachen 
home. 

Guards partially inciner- 
ated the Hitler and Braun 
bodies and dumped them in a 
shell hole with 14 other corp- 
ses. The shallow "grave” was 
repeatedly struck by Red 
Army shells. Then the 
Soviets dug up t]ie remains, 
and it was several decades 
before anyone learned what 
became of them. 

Witnesses who had seen 
Hitler's body pans were kept 
in Soviet prison camps for 10 
years. British historian Stone 
said. 

’Stalin at first suspected his 
men’s account of Hitler’s 
death and later sought to 
create a cold war myth that 
Hitler was living under Brit- 
ish or American protection. 


Villagers hold key to Chechenya conflict 


VEDENO, Russia (AFP) — 
The bloody conflict between 
Russian and separatist 
Chechen forces looks set to 
be dzdded in the mountain 
villages of the Caucasus in 
coming days, following spec- 
tacular advances by the Rus- 
sians. 

Russian forces have made< 
inexorable progress in the 
plains of the republic, even 
though they cannot claim to 
have gained a total victoiy 
since they launched their 
assault on the separatist re- 
public . nearly four months 
ago. • 

After spectacular advances 
in the east, taking the separ- 
atist strongholds of Argun, 
Shali and Gudermes within 
days of each other, on Satur- 
day they claimed a significant • 
victory in the west by captur- 
ing Samashki, a village which 
had held out for weeks. 

But they seem above all to 
be winning the psychologic- 
al war, with villagers across 
the lowlands more willing to 


reach deals with the Russians 
to preserve their homes. 

In Samashki, however, re- 
sidents told AFP that in the 
last few hours before the city 
fell to the Russians, separat- 
ist fighters killed several vil- 
lage elders who wanted them 
to leave the city in order to 
save it from destructions. 

Similar conflicts are being 
reported in other villages 
controlled by Chechen 
forces. 

“We can see what the Rus- 
sians are doing, how they are 
destroying everything 
opposed to them. Here we 
are surrounded, we can do 
nothing but wait for when 
they kill us, said Aslambek 
Dochukayev, 71, one of the 
leaders in Serzhen Yur., near 
Shali. 

“Of course it grieves all of 
us. but we have to surrender,” 
he' added. 

The village in recent days 
banned access to Chechen 
fighters but the latter were 
sajd to be holed up in sur- 


rounding woods. 

“The (Chechen) . fighters 
are firing at the Russians 
from there and there,” ex- 
plained village elder Sultan 
Naduyev. pointing to two* 
clumps of trees a few hun- 
dred metres either side of 
Serzhen Yurt. 

“But the Russians are fir- 
ing back at us. They know the 
fighters aren’t here, but they 
fire anyway. Yesterday 
another two houses were des- 
troyed by shells," he said. 

That has been the t attic 
used by the Russians since 
the war ' turned in their 
favour: target civilians to per- 
suade them- to turn against 
the separatists. 

After first appearing 
counter-productive — when 
massive shelling of the 
Chechen capital Grozny 
prompted many civilians to 
take up arms against Russian 
forces or lend support to the 
rebels — it now seems to be 
paying off. 

Sometimes the separatists 


accept the decisions of village 
elders and leave. More often 
they resist, either by persuad- 
ing them to continue the fight 
or reminding them of Russian 
reprisals carried out in larger 
towns, or simply by using 
force. 

In Serzhen Yurt the depar- 
tinug Chechens simply stop- 
ped village leaders ‘ going 
through to negotiate with the 
Russians. In Samashki they 
went further. 

The Chechens know they 
have lost the war for the 
plains. The question now is 
whether they can convince 
villagers in tire mountains to 
contionue their support de- 
spite the threat of massive 
Russian bnombardments. 

Without their support it 
will be almost impossible for 
them to lead their threatened 
guerrilla war against the Rus- * 
sians from this northern flank 
of the Caucasus. 

“The mountain villages 
were always ( Chechen separ- 
atist President Dzhokhar) ' 


Dudayev's most ardent sup- 
porters before the war and 
helped fighters since the Rus- 
sians marched in, but now 
that the war has arrived on 
their doorstep they are start- 
ing ro ask questions.” said 
Raman, in a hamlet near 
Vedeno, the mountain village 
where Chechens have set up 
their military heradquarters. 

Late Saturday, a small 
group «of fighters interrupted 
a meeting and, during an 
argument which followed, 
one of them killed an elder 
who was urging surrender. 

At his funeral Sunday, 
villagers agreed to wail for 
news from the thousands of 
refugees who have aban- 
doned their mountain villages 
in the past few days to return 
to their home towns. 

“If they are not having anv 
problems, the villages wiil 
decide to surrender as well,” 
said a neighbour. “The fight- 
ers will have no option but to 
starve to death in the moun- 
tains." 


18 killed in 
S. Africa 
political 
violence 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Eighteen people were killed 
in South Africa political vio- 
lence, 12 of them when fight- 
ing erupted between South 
Africans from different clans 
at a gold mine Sunday, police 
said. 

“Eleven people have been 
killed and 40 injured in fight- 
ing between Khosa and Sotho 
(tribes) at Anglo American’s 
Vaal Reefs Gold Mine Hos- 
tel,*' police spokeswoman 
Major Johlene Van Der 
Merwe told Reuters. 

"The hostel dwellers 
attacked each other with 
machetes, knives, and dubs 
... several buildings were also 
damaged,” she said. 

The Anglo American Cor- 
poration, which owns the 
mine, said in a statement the 
death toll rose to 12 later in 
the day when another man 
died from injuries sustained 
.during the fighting. 

Six people were killed in. 
four separate attacks in 
Kwazulu/Natal, stronghold of 
the Inkatha Freedom Party 
which pulled out an assembly 
writing South Africa's con- 
stitution. 

Police said three of the 
victims were attacked in their 
homes on the lower south 
■coast near Margate near the 
port dty of Durban Saturday 
night. 

Two people were killed 
near Umhlali north of the 
dty, and the sixth victim was 
shot at Glebelands Hostel, 
south of Durban. Inkatha, 
led by chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. pulled out of 
South Africa's constitution- 
writing assembly Saturday. It 
wants international 
mediators to help draft the 
■charter. 

Maj. Van Der Merwe said 
the police's riot unit had been 
deployed at Vaal Reefs shaft 
mine at Vierfontein in the 
Orange Free State province 
where the fighting broke out 
Sunday morning. 

More than 15,000 people 
have been killed during the 
past decade in fighting be- 
tween the two rival black 
parties but political violence 
decreased after South Afri- 
ca's all-race elections in April 
last year ushered in black 
rule. 

South African President 
Nelson Mandela said Sunday 
that Inkatha Freedom Party’s 
suspension of its involvement 
in the Constitutional Assem- 
bly was unjustified. 

“As far as we can see there 
is no justification for the ac- 
tion taken by the IP 7 ?," Mr. 
Mandela told a news confer- 
ence in Kuwait. 

The ruling African Nation- 
al Congress (ANC) Sunday 
called on the (IFP) to end its 
boycott of the constitution- 
making process. 

Describing the decision as 
“unfortunate," ANC spokes- 
man Ronnie Mamoepa said 
in a statement that the ANC 
remained committed to find- 
ing an ‘“amicable resolution” 
to the issue of international 
mediation. 

He said the IFP walkout 
will not affect the work and 
programming of the Assem- 
bly, the 49&-member body 
consisting of both houses of 
parliament that is iasked with 
drawing up a new constitu- 
tion to come into effect after 
elections in 1999. 

"The ANC believes in the 
an all-inclusive process in the 
drafting of the founding 
document of our country,” 
Mr. Mamoepa said. 

Mr. Buthelezi said Satur- 
day his party would not re- 
turn to the assembly until the 
“current crisis is resolved." 


Japan sect guru tries to leave for Moscow 


TOKYO (AFP) — The guru 
of the doomsday sect linked 
to the nerve gas attack on the 
Tokyo subway system, is be- 
lieved to have tried ro leave 
for Moscow Sunday as police ■ 
continued raids on sect facili- 
ties, news reports said. 

Shoko Asahara. the found- 
er of Aum Shinri Kyo, or the 
Supreme Truth, did not 
appear at Tokyo's Narita Air- 
port Sunday, although his 
name had been booked on 
Japan Airlines Flight 445 
bound for Moscow, Jiji Press 
and other reports said. 

The whereabouts of the 
founder of the religious 


group, suspected of carrying 
out the sarin gas attack on the 
Tokyo subway system on 
March 20, remain unknown. 

Police, meanwhile, con- 
tinued raids on sect ‘facilities 
Sunday in an effort to find 
evidence linking the group to 
the subway attack which kil- 
led 11 people and injured 
some 5,500 others. 

Previous raids by police 
authorities to seize some 40 
different types of chemicals 
which could be used to make 
sarin. 

Ten days after the gas 
attack, Japan’s top police 
chief. Takaji Kunimatsu. was 


shot and seriously wounded. 

There have been no arrests 
in connection with the attacks 
and the Supreme Truth has 
repeatedly denied any in- 
volvement in the assaults. 

On Sunday, police raided a 
machine manufacturing com- 
pany established by Asahara 
in Shizuoka Prefecture, 
southwest of here, on suspi- 
cion it was making guns, 
news reports said. 

Police did not find any 
guns or weapons parts in the 
raid but investigation sources 
were quoted as saying that a 
factory of the sect was equip- 
ped with a computer- 


controlled machine tool 
which could be used to manu- 
facture guns. 

In Kanazawa Prefecture, 
western Japan, police raided 
a sect branch on suspicion of 
violation of the narcotics con- 
trol Jaw, press reports said. 

Police raids on Supreme 
Truth facilities began on 
March 22 and similar opera- 
tions have since been con- 
ducted every day. w 

Meanwhiie Sri Lankan 
police are pursuing an inves- 
tigation into the local branch 
of the Japanese religious sect, 
officials said Sunday. 


Mussolini’s tragic daughter, Edda, dies at 85 


ROME (R) — Edda Mussoli- * 
ni Ciano, 85, the tragic 
daughter of Italy's wartime 
fascist dictator whose hus- 
band was executed by her 
father’s regime, has died, 
doctors said Sunday. 

Ciano had been ill for some 
time. She died Saturday night 
of cardiac arrest related to lung and - 
kidney failure in a Rome . 
hospital. ..... 

* The oldest and favourite 6f 
Benito Mussolini’s five-ehO- 
dren, she was an 
independent-minded woman 
when females in Italy had few 
rights. She was one of the 
first Italian women to wear 
trousers and drive a car. 

But she is best remem- 
bered for an episode in which 
her father refused to stop the 
execution of her husband, 
Galeazzo Ciano. 


Galeazzo Ciano, a playboy 
count, held various top 
cabinet posts under Mussolini 
in the 1930s and in the early 
years of World War II. 

In July 1943 he voted 
against Mussolini at a cabinet 
meeting that led to the dicta- 
tor's arrest and the foil of 
fascism. 

Under orders from Adolf 
Hitler,* occupying . German, 
-troops freed Mussolini and- 
installed him as head ofi a 
puppet regime known as the 
Social Republic of Salo. 
based in northern Italy. 

The new regime found 
Galeazzo Ciano guilty of 
treason and ordered him ex- 
ecuted. Mussolini turned a 
deaf ear to his daughter’s 
emotional pleas for a pardon 
and Ciano was shot by a 
firing squad in 1944. 


Edda Ciano had helped 
smuggle her husband’s di- 
aries and documents on Italo- 
German relations to Switzer- 
land in the vain hope of 
swapping them with the Ger- 
mans for her husband’s life. 
• 

Her direct appeal to Hitler, 
whom she admired from an 
early age, also failed. 

’ After the execution. -Edda, 
' a determined' fostisjf who was 
one of her father’s closest 
advisers . in the 1930s, dis- 
avowed him and the family 
name. 

“You are no longer my 
father for me. I renounce the 
name Mussolini,” she wrote 
■to him. 

Benito Mussolini was him- 
self killed by a partisan firing 
squad in April 1945 in the 
final days of World War II. 


After the war Edda settled 
quietly in Rome. 

She broke her public si- 
lence on wartime events in a 
1975 book. My Testimony 
and several years before her 
death she attended a public 
mass in memory of her dicta- 
tor father. 

She is said never to have 
reached a reconciliation with’ 
"her mother Rachele, MussoV 
lini's widow, who died 15 
years ago. Her mother 
blamed Edda’s husband for 
being responsible for the fall 
of Benito Mussolini. 

Edda Mussolini Ciano was 
bom in 1910 in tbe Mussolini 
family’s home province of 
Forii in central Italy. She 
married Galeazzo Ciano in 
1930. They had three chil- 
dren. 


Iceland’s Oddsson wins clifflianger election 


REYKJ AVIK iRl — Iceland's 
conservative Prime Minister 
David Oddsson scraped 
through in a clifflianger elec- 
tion to the country’s 1,065- 
year-old parliament and was 
beginning talks on forming a 
new coalition government 
Sunday. 

After an election night 
when the majority in the 63- 
seat Althing, founded by 
Viking settlers in 930 A.D., 
swung back and forth, final 
results gave Mr. Oddsson's 
centre-nght government 32 
seats against 31 for the 
centre-left opposition. 

His conservative Inde- 
pendence Party, in power 
since 1991, won 25 seats, 
losing one. Its Social Demo- 
crat coalition partners were 
the big losers, dropping to 


seven seats from 10. 

The opposition centrist 
Progressive Party won 15 
seats, up from 13, the Social- 
ists an unchanged nine, a new 
breakaway social democratic 
grouping called the People's 
Movement four, and the 
Women’s Party three, losing 
two seats. 

Mr. Oddsson, 47, a former 
playwright, said talks on 
forming a new government 
would not necessarily result 
in an unchanged coalition. 

“It would be fair to negoti- 
ate first with the Social 
Democrats as we have ruled 
together for four years. But I 
would not exclude other 
(coalition) options,” he told 
reporters. 

There have been frictions 
within the government over 


fishery policies and the Euro- 
pean Union. The Social 
Democrats is the only Icelan- 
dic party which wants the 
windswept North Atlantic is- 
land to join the EU. 

Some commentators said ' 
Mr. Oddsson might try to 
persuade the Progressive Par- 
ty, which gained two seats in 
the election, to replace the 
Social Democrats in his gov- 
ernment. 

But other constellations 
could emerge once the dust 
settles after talks between 
Iceland’s traditionally 
• pragmatic political parties. 

Regardless of the makeup 
of the new government, 
stability-oriented economic 
policies for low inflation were 
certain to continue, commen- 


tators said. * 

The campaign centred on 
the economy, which is reviv- 
ing after a period of strict 
austerity but at the price of 
rising unemployment, the 
dismantling of agricultural 
subsidies, and whether to 
join the EU. 

Other key issues have been 
equal pay for men and 
women and the allocation of 
domestic fishing quotas 
Fishing quotas are an emo- 
tionally charged issue among 
the 260,000 people on the 
island, which is famous for 
volcanoes, glaciers and geys- 
ers, or hot-water springs. 

Mr. Oddsson has taken 
Iceland through a harsh cure 
after falling fish stocks rav- 
aged its economy. 


TV candidates embarrass Murayama in elections 


TOKYO (R) — Former TV 
entertainers running as inde- 
pendents had upset wins over 
main political parties Sunday 
when they took the gov- 
ernorships of Japan's major 
cities of Tokyo and Osaka. 
NHK Television reported. 

NHK exit polls said both 
comics beat elite bureaucrats 
backed by Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama's ruling 
coalition in the first national 
test of his nine-month-old 
government. 

With five per cent of votes 
counted in the Tokyo race. 
NHK declared former writer 
and comic actor Yukio 
Aoshima. who spent the cam- 
paign staying home "studying 
public administration” rather 
than spending campaign 
funds, the winner over a 
senior government bureauc- 
rat backed by Muaruyama 
coalition. 

In Osaka. NHK said for- 
mer television comedian 
Nokku “Knock” Yokoyama 
beat another bureaucrat 
backed by Mr. Muravamas 
three-party coalition. 

Both comics-tumed- 
governors were not new to 


politics! having earlier turned 
their fame into success by 
winning seats in the upper 
house of parliament, a mainly 
rubber-stamp body. 

NHK said election turnout 
was greater than expected, 
indicating voters threw off 
predicted apathy to give a 
judgment on Mr. 
Murayama's handling of re- 
cent tragedies ranging from 
the Kobe earthquake, to a 
gas attack on ihe Tokyo sub- 
way system and the shooting 
of the country's top police- 
man. 

The Tokyo and Osaka con- 
tests were part of polls to 
elect governors of 13 of 47 
prefectures or provinces. 43 
of 47 prefecrural assemblies, 
and 10 of the 12 largest city 
councils. 

The elections in Tokyo and 
Osaka. Japan's two largest 
population centres, were 
closely watched us indicators 
of voter sentiment ahead of 
possible general elections la- 
ter this year. 

Upper house elections take 
place in July and polls for rhe 
decisive lower house, 
although not due until 1997. 


can be called at any time. 

Media polls before- the 
election showed nearly half 
the electorate was undecided. 

Tokyo's predicted new 
governor Aoshima said he 
won "not because the un- 
affiliated voter doesn't care 
about politics, but because 
existing parties didn't earn 
the voter's trust.” 

These results can be seen 
as a meltdown of political 
parties.” said political analyst 
Takavoshi Mivagawa. 

He said the election result 
could force both ruling and 
opposition parties to rethink 
alliances formed over the 
nearly two years of political 
turmoil and odd-couple 
alliances that have destroyed 
traditional Japanese politics. 

Mr. Muarayumu's Social- 
ists and their coalition part- 
ners. the long-ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) and 
the small Sakigake Party are 
ranged against the New Fron- 
tier' Party (NFP). the main 
parliamentary opposition 
group. 

The NFP. made up of nine 
former parties, was formed 


only tour months ago. 

But in a sign of how the 
political game is still being 
played out in Japan, there 
was a direct confrontation 
between Mr. Muravamas 
coalition and the NFP in only 
three of the 13 gubernatorial 
contests, all in 'rural areas. 

In one of these clashes, a 
candidate backed by chief 
opposition strategist Ichiro 
Ozawa won easily. NHK pre- 
dicted. 

Mr. Murayama's adminis- 
tration has seen its approval 
ratings slump after sluggish 
handling of the Kobe earth- 
quake in January, lack of 
progress in police investiga- 
tions into the gas attack, and 
inability to implement 
meaningful policies to cut red 
tape and streamline powerful 
state bureaucracies. 

Top officials in the LDP. 
ostensibly Mr. Muarayama's 
allies, have dropped hints 
that disastrous results in Sun- 
days polls could push the 
country's -biggest parliamen- 
tary group to drop out of the 
coalition, ensuring a general 
election. 
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Disputes can wait 


THE RECENT elections for the Jorda- 
nian Law and Medical Associations were 
held amidst a serious controversy about 
whether the lawyers and the doctors of 
the West Bank can still take part in the 
voting process. The government has 
taken the two professional groups to task 
for allowing members from the West 
Bank to vote. The two concerned minis- 
tries based their decision to challenge the 
validity of the polls on the proposition 
that the 1988 decision to sever all legal 
and administrative relations with the 
occupied territory meant that West 
Bankers were not entitled to take' part in 
Jordanian elections since their land was 
no longer subject to Jordanian sovereign- 
ty. The government’s position was 
apparently triggered by a recent ruling of 
the Supreme Court of Justice rejecting 
the claim of a resident of the West Bank 
for full citizenship rights. 

The central issue in the whole con- 
troversy was and still is the legal import 
of the 1988 decision to break all relations 
with the West Bank which until then 
formed an integral part of the Kingdom. 
While there Is a near consensus that the 
decision was a sovereign act that enjoys 
fuU legal effect* the fact that relevant 
Jordanian laws were not amended accor- 
dingly gave rise to legal disputes and 
questions. In the case of the associations 
of doctors and lawyers, they continued to 
conduct their affairs in accordance with' 
bylaws that were enacted prior to the 
disengagement decision. This fact may 
explain why these two professional 
groups continued to hold their elections* 
on the basis of rules and regulations that 
were passed when the two banks formed 
one united Kingdom. There is therefore a 
prima facie case in favour of the legality 
of the rfccent elections since they were 
conducted on the basis of existing laws. 

While it is imprudent now to take sides 
in this legal controversy, in order to avoid 
prejudicing its final determination in a 
court of law, we have to ask ourselves a 
question or two about the political 
propriety of challenging the results of the 
most recent polls. Since there was no 
sufficient time to change the groundrules 
for these elections before they were held, 
political wisdom demands that we live 
with their outcome and work thereafter 
on introducing the necessary changes on 
the bylaws of all professional groupings. 


ARABIC PRESS 


AL RA’I Arabic daily on Sunday called on Israel to sien the 
No clear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), stressing that that is- 
the way to ensure that future generations in the Middle 
East enjoy a secure and stable peace. The newspaper said 
in its editorial that His Majesty King Hussein has repeated- 
ly called for the elimination of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. It said this call directly or indirectly requires Israel to 
sign the NPT, knowing that Israel has a huge arsenal of 
nuclear weapons. It underlined that peace cannot survive 
with those signs of destruction inherent in the Israeli 
nuclear arsenal. The newspaper said Jordan was always an 
advocate of peace that can be enjoyed by future genera- 
tions, a peace that would prevail during the 21st century. It 
said the King reiterated this in meetings and addresses in 
the U.S. and Canada, underlining that a comprehensive 
peace that would last for the future is not the one between 


governments and individuals, but peace between peoples. 
Within this context. King Hussein spoke of three founda* 


Within this context. King Hussein spoke of three founda* 
tions for this peace: stability, security and economic 
development, which would allow real opportunities for 


investments to help upgrade economic, social and other 
living conditions of peoples of the region, it noted. 


AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily dealt in its editorial with the 
King’s visit to Canada and commended the existing 
relations between Iordan and Canada. The paper mid His 
Majesty's current visit to Canada acquires an exceptional 
importance in view of the vitality and warmth of ties 
between the two countries. It said the visit is also of special 
nature since it exceeds the diplomatic implications to 
include a vast ground for economic cooperation between 
the two countries. Jordan, it said, still gratefully remem- 
bers the understanding showed by Canada of the Jordanian 
stand on the Gulf crisis when Canada preferred to preserve 
the friendship ties and to extend a helping hand at the most 
difficult of situations. 


M. KAHIL 
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Clinton places U.S. policy 
at Israel’s bidding 


By Donald Neff 


LESS THAN two months 
after Bill Clinton became 
president, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin de- 
clared: “Israel has a good 
friend in the White House." 
Now, two yearn later and 
mid-way through his term, 
Mr. Clinton has made Mr. 
Rabin's words an under- 
statement. The record re- 
veals that Mr. Clinton has 
been more than a good 
friend of Israel. He has 
already proved to be the 
most pro-Israel president 
ever, exceeding even the 
Reagan administration. 

This is true across the 
board. The Clinton admi- 
nistration has increased to 
their highest levels technol- 
ogy transfers to Israel, sup- 
ported increased economic 
and military aid, expanded 
bilateral contacts and, most 
importantly, placed U.S. 
diplomacy at Israel's bid- 
ding. The administration 
has managed all this largely 
because of an indifferent or 
biased press and by refusing 
to discuss in detail its poli- 
cies. When reporters tried 
to pin down Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
in mid-1993 on the status of 
Jerusalem, be insisted that 
“I don’t think it helps very 
much to get into an almost 
theological discussion . . . 
The parties know what’s 
under discussion.'' By such 
elusive statements, the 
administration has success- 
fully fended off challenges 
to its policy. 


Abandoning core policies 


But a dose examination 
of its actions and its few 
public statements reveals 
that Mr. Clinton is involved 
in more than a theological 
discussion. He has gone fax 
to abandon nearly a half- 
century of U.S. policies on 
the core issues of the Pales- 
tine conflict. These range 
from borders to Jerusalem 
to settlements to U.N. Re- . 
solution 242 to the applica- 
bility of the Foutlh Geneva 
Convention Relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Per- 
sons in Time of War — the 


pillars of U.S. policy. 

The Geneva Convention 


went by the board almost as 
soon as Mr. Clinton moved 
into the White House. Mr. . 
Christopher essentially con- 
doned the mass deportation 
of 415 Palestinians to Leba- 
non and successfully 
opposed efforts by the U.N. 
Security Coundl to punish 
Israel's violation of the 
Convention. The result was 
to drop Washington's tradi- 
tional opposition to de- 
portations of an occupied 
population, a violation of 
the Convention. 

The Convention's article 
against colonisation of land 
held by a military occupier 
has also been abandoned. 
While previous administra- 
tions have called Israeli set-' 


dements in the occupied 
territories "obstacles to 


peace" and “illegal,'' the 
Clinton administration de- 


scribes them as a “compli- 
cating factor." That is the 
description routinely used 
by Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near East Affairs 
Robert H. Pelletreau when 
he testifies before Con- 
gress. 

In addition, the Clinton 
administration has 
breached the previous poli- 
cy of barring U.S. aid funds 
from being used to con- 
struct settlements. Israel 
now routinely employs U-S. 
funds for this purpose; at 
the end of the year 
Washington conducts an ex- 
ercise in imaginative 
accounting and deducts 
what is claimed to be the 
| amound used on settle- 
I ments from the HObn loan 
guarantee granted Israel in 
1992. Since Israel has not 
displayed any urgent need 
for the guarantee, the effect 


is to “deduct" funds that 
Israel is not planning to use 
anyway. 

Similar sleight-of-hand 
.tactics have been employed 
by the Clinton administra- 
tion on the important issue 
of the status of the Palesti- 
nian territories captured by 
Israel in 1967. Before Mr. 
Clinton, the U.S. had fol- 
lowed the world commun- 
ity's designation of the ter- 
ritories as occupied. But 
Mr. Clinton and his officials 
refuse to define the U.S. 
position. AH indications 
point to a complete retreat 
by Mr. Clinton on this fun- 
damental issue. His admi- 
nistration has refused to call 
East Jerusalem occupied 
territory, even to the point 
of opposing such a descrip- 
tion in the U.N. where pre- 
vious administrations had 
routinely joined in thus de- 
scribing East Jerusalem. 
Moreover, the State De- 
partment reported without 
comment in 1994 that Israel 
“made no commitment to 
halt or reduce construction 
in East Jerusalem and has 
affirmed its intention to 
continue settlement con- 
struction 100 square miles 
around the city." The admi- 
nistration's silence 
amounted to tadt approval 
of Israel's designs on Jeru- 
salem. 


•In fad, Mr. Clinton has 
supported Israel’s claim to' 
Jerusalem, saywrg: "I 
rocognise Jerusalem as an 
undivided dty, the eternal 
capital to Israel, ajid I be- 
lieve in the prindple of 
moving our embassy to 
Jerusalem." But he 
cautioned that he did not 
think “we should do any- 
thing to interfere with the 
peace process.’’ He made 
the statement In 1992 as a 
candidate and has done no- 
thing since then to indicate 
he has changed bis position. 

The implication of all this 
is that the administration 
has adopted Israel’s claim 
that the status of the terri- 
tories is no f occupied but 
“in dispute." If so, it means 
that the Clinton administra- 
tion is abandoning Resolu- 
tion 242’s land-for-peace 
formula. This suspidon is 
reinforced by the adminis- 
tration's offidal position on 
final status talks between 
Israel and the Palestinians: 
“The two sides concur that 
the agreement reached be- 
tween them on permanent 
status will constitute the im- 
plementation of Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 in all their 
aspects." 


This extraordinary state- 
ment essentially says that 
242 no longer applies since, 
under the U.S. formula- 
tion, whatever the two par- 
ties agree on fulfils the re- 
solution. That presumably 
means that the resolution’s 
demand for the “withdraw- 
al of Israeli armed forces 
from territories occupied in 
the Tecent conflict" no lon- 
ger applies. Under the U.S. 
formulation, the resolution 
would be fulfilled under any 
sort of agreement worked 
out in negotiations between 
a powerful Israel and the 
disorganised and weak 
Palestinians. 

Abandonment of 242 
means, in addition, that its 
demand for “a just settle- 
ment of the refugee prob- 
lem" is left to the deter- 
mination of bilateral nego- 
tiations. This fits in with a 
strategy that seems to aim 
at eradicating the refugees 
as an international prob- 
lem. Evidence comes from 
the fact that it is the first 
administration to vote 
against all U.N. General 
Assembly resolutions per-* 
mining to the rights of the 
Palestinian' refugees, claim- 
ing that “such resolutions 
prejudge the outcome of 
the ongoing peace process 
and should be solved by 
direct negotiations." 

Another indication — the 


administration's announce- 
ment in 1994 that it was 
cutting by $17m its con- 
tribution to the 1995 budget 
for the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency, UNRWA, 
to which historically it had 
been the largest donor. In 
addition, UNRWA decided 
in July 1994 to move its 
headquarters from Vienna 
to Gaza, emphasising the 
local — as opposed to the 
international — nature of 
the refugee problem. One 
U.N. source said the U.S. 
was “positively urging UN- 
RWA to address the ques- 
tion of its own demise." 

UNRWA was established 
in 1949 by the U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly and since that 
time has served as the main 
relief agency for the re- 
fugees. It is the largest sing- 
le employer in Gaza and 
responsible for 40 per cent 
of Gaza’s health and educa- 
tion services. More impor- 
tant, UNRWA’s existence 
gives legitimacy to the 
plight of tiie refugees as an 
international problem that 
one day will have to be 
solved within the context of 
international law and U.N. 
resolutions. However, if the 
current efforts by Mr. Clin- 
ton succeed, the refugees 
would lose the international 
and legal dimensions of 
their case and became* just 
another local ‘•problem” to 
be. dealt; with in - bilateral 
negotiations. 

The changing of U.S. 
policy by the Clinton admi- 
.nistration is highlighted by 
its efforts to rewrite the 
record of nearly half a cen- 
tury of U.N. resolutions. 
The strategy was revealed 
by a letter to U.N. mem- 
bers sent on August 8, 1994 
by Madeleine Albright. She 
urged that the record be 
essentially destroyed or 
amended, citing the accords 
achieved between Israel 
and the PLO and Israel and 
Jordan during the previous 
10 months. Ms. Albright 
suggested that the General 
Assembly adapt itself to 
“today's realities" and 
“consolidate", “improve" 
and “eliminate" what she 
called “contentious resolu- 
tions that accentuate poli- 
tical differences without 
promoting solutions,” e.g. 
the resolution of 1970 ex- 
tending the right of self- 
determination to Palesti- 
nians. Ms. Albright added: 
“We also believe that re- 
solution language referring 
to ’final status' issues 
should be dropped, since 
these issues are now under 
negotiation by the parties 
themselves. These include 
refugees, settlements, ter- 
ritorial sovereignty and the 
status of Jerusalem." 


Pro-Israeli bureaucracy 


Such a sea-change in 
basic policies is unpre- 
cedented in U.S. diploma- 
cy. While the media have 
failed to take note of the 
historic realignment of poli- 
cy, the Israeli media have 
not. Journalist Avinoam 
Bar-Yousef of the Israeli 
daily Ma'ariv reported in 
late 1994 that “Jewish influ- 
ence (in Washington) can 
only be described as im- 
mense, with a correspond- 
ing enhancement of Jewish 
power.” Bar-Yousef added 
that this was due to "Presi- 
dent Clinton, who has con- 
tributed towards a real 
change in administration 
outlook... Especially, pious 
Jews were seldom 
appointed to participate in 
political work concerning 
the Middle East. The pic- 
ture now has totally 
changed, and not only ab- 
out the Middle East.” 
Indeed, Zionists. Jewish 
and non-Jewish. have 
dominated Mr. Clinton's 
policy on the Middle East. 
Secretary of State Christ- 
opher has remained some- 


thing of a cipher on the 
conflict, perhaps because 


he does not understand 
what is going on. But the 
extent of Mr. Christopher's 
knowledge is unimportant 
because the president and 
the bureaucracy around 
him are solidly in Israel's 
court. Vice President A1 
Gore, for example, has de- 
scribed Israel as “our 
strongest ally and best 
friend, not only in the Mid- 
dle East, but anywhere else 
in the world." But it is in 
the bureaucracy that the 
actual details of policy are 
formed, and it is there that 
a powerful pro-Israel group 
of individuals has taken 
over under Mr. Clinton. 
The most influential 
bureaucrats on the Middle 
East during the formative 
period of Clinton's pres- 
idency were Dennis Ross, 
Martin Indyk and Samuel 
Lewis. 

Mr. Ross is the chief 
negotiator of Mr. Clinton’s 
peace process. He was an 
academic political appoin- 
tee who climbed to ambas- 
sadorial rank as director of 
the State Department's 
policy planning staff under 
Mr. Baker. At the change 
of administrations, he bad 
planned to leave the depart- 
ment to become head of the 
Washington Institute for 


Near East Policy, a spin-off 
of the pro-Isreal lobby. 


of the pro-Isreal lobby, 
AIPAC; before being 
chosen to head the U.S. 
peace process team. His 
sympathies are no secret, 
and his credentials include 
what the Washington Post 
called his “strong pro-Israei 
convictions." He has-been 
active for years in promot- 
ing pro-Israel positions in 
various studies and forums. 

Another Zionist in a poli- 
cy position is Martin Indyk, 
the head of the Middle East 
desk at the National Secur- 
ity Council for the first half 
of Mr. Clinton's term and 
soon to be the first Jewish 
ambassador to Israel. He is 
an Australian who came to 
the U.S. in the early 1980s 
to work for AIPAC and in 
1985 co-founded the 
Washington Institute for 
Near East Policy. He was 
reported to have said that 
the purpose of the institute 
was to "counter Arabist 
views." The institute has 
been extraordinarily suc- 
cessful. 


Yet another top pro- 
Israel official was Samuel 
Lewis, head of the State 
Department's jpolicy plan- 
ning staff during the first 
year of Mr. Clinton's pres- 
idency. Mr. Lewis had been 
ambassador to Israel for 
eight years, where his sym- 
pathies for the Israeli cause 
made him one of the most 
popular envoys ever. When 
he retired in 1985, Israel 
lavished honours and lucra- 
tive appointments upon 
him. At the time, Mr. 
Lewis said he planned to 
spend about half his time 
living in Israel and helping 
Israel’s fund-raising. Like 
Mr. Ross and Mr. Indyk. he 
was closely associated with 
the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy. Even 
though he retired from the 
administration after a year, 
the basic pro-Israel policy 
had been established by 
then. The long crusade by 
Zionists against State De- 
partment “Arabists" had 
succeeded. 


Nor is the message lost 
on politicians. Congress re- 
mains filled with pro-Israel 
senators and representa- 
tives, and the White House 
is filled with Israel's friends. 
The New York Times re- 
cently reported that Mr, 
CUnton received 60 per cent 
of his campaign funds from 


Jews and got 80 per cent of 
their vote in 1992. He has 


their vote in 1992. He has 
done nothing since then 
that would cause Zionists to 
believe their trust in him 
was misplaced. 


A fiddle East International 
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Human Rights File 


By Waleed Sa'di 


Building a 
culture of peace 


FROM A human rights perspective, peace between peo- 
ples and countries can be durable only when it is 
constructed on a culture of peace. Accordingly, in order for 
peace between the Israelis and the Arabs to be permanent, 
a culture of peace that transcends the peace treaties that 
have already been attained or will be achieved later is 
needed. The initial euphoria generated by the peace 
treaties between Egypt and Jordan c*n the one hand and 
Israel on the other are not sufficient for laying the 
necessary foundation for the emergence of a culture of 
peace because four essential factors are still missing. 

First, there can be no culture of peace unless Damascus 
becomes an integral part of the peace process. In my 
modest estimation as a human rights activist, there is no 
price that is too high to pay for attaining this goal. There 
has always been a saying in the Middle East that there can 
be no regional war between Israel and the Arab side 
without the participation of Egypt and no regional peace 
between the two camps without Syria. I believe this 
assessment holds true now .more than ever. To ever think 
that a true and genuine culture of peace can be generated in 
the area without Damascus is simply a wishful thinking. 

Secondly, I contend that no such culture of peace can be 
ever realised without a just settlement of the Palestinian 
problem. Israel may convince itself that the PLO has 
already been marginalised and its infant Palestinian 
National Authority (PN A) is so fragile and impotent that 
peace culture between the Israelis and the Arab peoples^ 
can still be achieved over and above the heads of the* 
central party to the Arab-lsraeli conflict. Any . Machiavel- 
lian thoughts along these lines are bound to short-circuit 
somewhere along the line sooner or later. Durable peace 
cannot be even conceived without the resolution of this 
basic element in the Arab-lsraeli disputes. 

Thirdly, the involvement of Baghdad in the peace 
process is critical for the nurturing of a culture of peace in 
the region. So far Iraq has not figured highly on the agenda 
of the promoters of peace in the area because of the Gulf 
war in 1991 and its dire consequences on the role of Iraq in 
the politics of the region. No matter how we view the 
regime of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. Iraq remains a 
regional power in the area and the sooner it is reckoned 
with the better it would be for the cause of peace. Thus far 
all parties have conducted their peace efforts as if Iraq does 
not exist or will not exist. There is more to Iraq than its 
leadership or its government. Sooner or later. Iraq wiil 
reemerge as a strong Arab country whose interests will , 
have to be protected. 

The fourth element necessary for promoting a peace 
culture is the elimination of weapons of mass destruction as 
the current balance of power puts Israel at an advantage 
that will continue to be a source of alarm for the Arab 
people. 

These considerations. I submit, are prerequisite for the 


f iromotion and protection of a culture of peace between 
srael and the Arab World. Any attempt to bypass or 


Israel and the Arab World. Any attempt to bypass or 
belittle them would harm the cause of regional peace. 


LETTERS 


Caring for animals 


To the Editor: 


Jordan Times 
Tel.: 667171 


ON BEHALF of the Jordanian Society for the Protection 
of Animals (JSPA), I wish to comment on Waleed Sa'di’s 
article. “Animals have rights too" (Jordan Times. March 
20)). In it he says, “most advanced countries of the world 
have national societies for the protection of animals. We 
may not be as advanced as the Western world to create 
such a national forum to speak out on behalf of the orher 
creatures of God." 

I am surprised that Mr. Sa'di does not appear to know 
that we have had an animal protection society in Jordan 
since November 1988. The society now has a clinic in Deir 
Alla in the Jordan Valley, which was opened in April 1993 
by its patron Her Royal Highness Princess Zein. It also has 
new headquarters and a second clinic, which were opened 
by Her Royal Highness Princess Nafa'a Bint Ali, deputise 
ing for Princess Zein. only on Saturday, March 18, 1995. 

We have had articles and letters in the Jordan Times 
from time to time over the past six years about the rights of 
animals, which Mr. Sa'di has obviously not noticed. Often 
we are asked why we are helping animals insread of 
humans. In fact we are helping humans by keeping their 
working animals in a fit condition to be able to work for 
them. Compassion to animals goes hand in hand with 
compassion to human beings. Human tragedies are not 
happening because some people are helping animals. It is 
quite possible to be supportive and compassionate to both. 
We cannot wait to help animals until the last human mouth 
has been fed and the last war has been fought. 

We should remember that animals are God’s creatures 
just as we are. To ignore some of the animal victims we see 
each week would be a gross act of inhumanity. The book 
“Islamic Concern for Animals” by the late Al Hafiz B. 
Masri tells how the Holy Koran condones kindess to 
animals. I quote from it: “The Holy Prophet used to say 
'Whoever is kind to the creatures of God. is kind to 
himself!”'... The Prophet was asked if acts of charity even 
to the animals were rewarded by God. He replied: "Yes 
there is a reward for acts of charity to every beast alive”... 
Let us hope a day will dawn when the great religious 
teaching may at last begin to bear fruit... when man accords 
to animals the respect and status they have long deserved 
and for so long have been denied.” 


!! aiks 


Miss Chris Larter, 

Jordanian Society for the 
Protection of Animals, 

Wadi Seer, 

Amman, « 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for publication, however . should contain the 
writers full name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. The newspap- 
er is not responsible For the return of unused manuscripts. 
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A journalist in jeopardy 

Russia’s top newsman confronts a hostile state 


By Lee Hockstader 


MOSCOW — The tele- 
phone call from the Krem- 
lin came fonr days after the 
war in Chechenya started 
in December. Already peo- 
ple in high places were un- 
happy with the way NTV, 
Russia's only independent 
television station, was 
covering the violence. 

There was too much 
blood, too much criticism. 
The evening news was 
.making the Russian gov- 
ernment and army look 
bad. Very bad. 

“You are in great dan- 
ger,” the official told a top 
executive at NTV. “If you 
continue to cover the 
Chechen war in this man- 
ner, there is a possibilty 
chat your licence could be 
withdrawn." 

• The warning, the man 
'added, was official. It came 
right from the top — from 
-President Boris Yeltsin's 
own chief of staff. It could 
.be ouoted to the press if 
'NTV chose. And that was 
ail. 

: Yevgeni Kiselyov, wbo is 
telling this story, pauses for 
effect. It’s a long pause. 
Pausing for effect is some- 
thing Mr. Kiselyov does a 
lot, and millions of Rus- 
sians know this trademark 
Vocal stutter-step as well as 
they know their own man- 
nerisms. 

- Mr. Kiselyov is a house- 
hold name in Russia. He is 
a founder and vice presi- 
dent of NTV and host of its 
Sunday evening week-in- 
review news show, “Itogj,” 


or “Wrap-Up” which is 
obligatory viewing for in- 
tellectuals, decision- 
makers and political insid- 
ers in the capital and 
beyond. 

Since the war in 
Chechenya began more 
than three months ago. he 
and NTV have been on the 
front lines of a battle in 
Moscow that has run para- 
llel to that on the ground in 
Grozny — a battle of jour- 
nalism versus propaganda, 
of the new Russia versus 
the old. 

“We wanted to show the 
best pictures, we wanted to 
break _the news,” Mr. 
Kiselyov says in his fluent 
English. “We were the first 
to show the Russian Su-25 
plane that was shot down 
by the Chechens. We were 
the first to show the first 
Russian helicopter that was 
shot down. The first to 
show the first Russian 
PoWs in the early days of 
the crisis. That was wben 
we ran into hostility from 
the government.” 

The NTV reports and 
Mr. Kiselyov's town show 
were influential, not in 
altering the government's 
behaviour or the course of 
the war but in stirring 
popular disgust with a poli- 
cy widely seen as brutal and 
aggressive. Mr. Yeltsin's 
approval rating, already 
dismal, sank below 10 per 
cent. 

To many Russians, NTV 
and Mr. Kiselyov came to 
symbolise a brand of hard- 
hitting, incisive television 
journalism still in its infan- 


cy here. As NTV continued 
to hammer away at the 
war, even the state- 
controlled television sta- 
tions began airing tougher 
reports and more damning 
footage. 

Hie reporting was impas- 
sioned, at times sickening 
in its unblinking treatment 
of the war’s ghastly, bloody 
victims. Mangled limbs, 
agonised death throes, 
eviscerated corpses — all of 
it was fair game for the 
evening news. Hie tone of 
some of the coverage be- 
came overtly anti-war. 

“It is easier for Amer- 
icans to stick to the princi- 
ple" of professionalism and 
objectivity than it is for 
Russians, Mr. Kiselyov 
told the magazine Ogony- 
ok. 

“They do not need to 
choose among commun- 
ism, fascism and democra- 
cy of God-knows-what 
stripe," he said. “Under 
such conditions, it is hard 
to remain impartial.” 

But even as Russian tele- 
vision reporters explored 
their brave new world of 
critical war coverage, their 
efforts seemed imperiled 
by political turmoil and the 
growing threats of the 
state. 

That was before the mur- 
der. 

On March 1. Vladislav 
Listyev, possibly the only 
Russian television perso- 
nality better recognised 
than Mr. Kiselyov, was 
gunned down in the entry- 
way of his Moscow apart- 
ment. 


A talk-show host and in- 
terviewer on Ostankino, 
the main state television 
channel, Mr. Listyev had 
been named chief of the 
new public station that is to 
succeed Ostankino this 
spring. 

Investigators said his 
death, a contract killing, 
may have been connected 
to his plan to curtail televi- 
sion aovertising by cutting 
out corrupt middlemen. 

First the overt threats 
from the government, and 
now this. Shaken, Mr. 
Kiselyov went on the air to 
denounce Mr. Listyev's 
murder as an “act of in- 
timidation." 

“We have gotten used to 
human life not being worth 
even a pinch of tobacco," 
he said. 

Then, addressing his col- 
leagues, he asked: “After 
all this, will you be able to 
work as you worked be- 
fore?" 

Or before making a cri- 
tical comment, he asked, 
“will you have to think it 
over 10 times?" 

It was a question he 
might have addressed to 
himself. 

Mr. Kiselyov is in his 
office, sucking at a packet 
of antacid powder. It is a 
habit be has picked up in 
the past few months, since 
the war in Chechenya be- 
gan and the pressure from 
the government started. 
Nerves, deadlines, exhaus- 
tion — who knows? His 
stomach is not quite right. 

He is 38, with a hand- 
some, rugged, square- 


jawed face on which he 
wears a nearly permanent 
expression of sobriety, the 
same one be uses on 
camera to convey the dire 
seriousness of events. 

His office is not what you 
would expea for Russia's 
premier television news 
heavyweight. For one thing 
it is tiny, just big enough 
for two people to chat and 
a third to hover in the 
doorway. 

There is only one televi- 
sion, a Samsung with a 
12-inch (30-centimetre) 
screen. A few press cards 
are strung up on a peg on 
the cork-paneled wall. On 
the desk is a coffee mug 
that says “The Boss." 

In fact, Mr. Kiselyov 
lives very well indeed. 
There is the company 
daeba, the cellular phone, 
plenty of travel abroad. 

But perks and privileges 
do not occupy much atten- 
tion at NTV these days. 
There are more basic ques- 
tions to consider: How 
asssured is the whole enter- 
prise of televirion journal- 
ism in Russia? Will the 
government continue to 
tolerate hard-nosed report- 
ing? How carefully must 
NTV tread? How. will it 
fare under whatever regime 
follows Mr. Yeltsin’s? 

Mr. Kiselyov, among 
others, does not believe the 
Kremlin feels any great 
commitment to media free- 
dom. 

Mr. Kiselyov, born in 
Moscow, came to journal- 
ism almost by accident, but 
his timing could not have 


been better. 

The son of an aviation 
engineer, he went to Mos- 
cow State University, stu- 
died Persian, and woriced 
briefly in Iran and then in 
Afghanistan during the war 
as an interpreter with the 
Soviet Army. 

Back in Moscow, be was 
teaching Persian at the 
KGB academy, and his 
career was going nowhere. 

He was not a member of 
the Communist Party. He 
was rebuffed when he ex- 
pressed an interest in an 
intelligence career. He 
wanted to leave his job, but 
was warned that quitting 
the KGB could be inter- 
preted as a dangerous act 
of disloyalty. 

After three years at the 
KGB academy, Mr. Kisely- 
ov found a job at Radio 
Moscow's Persian Service 
in 1984. It was a start in 
journalism, and he loved it. 

Three years later, as re- 
porting and journalism 
opportunities were flower- 
ing in the era of glasnost, a 
college friend helped him 
get a job at Ostankino, the 
main state-owned televi- 
sion channel. 

Mr. Kiselyov found it 
was a perfect time to be a 
fresh face on the air. He 
was the first Soviet televi- 
sion journalist to report 
from Israel. He became a 
fixture as correspondent 
and part-time host on a 
string of new and expanded 
shows. 

In early 1991, he jumped 
to the newly created Rus- 
sian Television and Radio 


station, where he was one 
of two anchors on the late 
evening news. But after a 
few months he returned to 
Ostankino, enticed by the 
chance to create and run a 
new kind of show — a 
weekly wrap-up of news 
reports, interviews, analy- 
sis and features with a 
heavy tilt towards insider 
politics. 

Mr. Kiselyov insisted 
that he be the only anchor 
as well as the editor. “Ito- 
gi” went on the air in Janu- 
ary 1992 and was an almost 
immediate success. 

After little more than a 
year, though. Russia's poli- 
tical . turmoil seemed to 
threaten the show. Ostank- 
ino’s top managers, includ- 
ing Mr. Kiselyov's patrons, 
were fired by Mr. Yetlrin, 
who wanted more favour- 
able coverage of his strug- 
gle with Russian parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. Kiselyov and a col- 
league derided they needed 
some distance from 
Ostankino — their own 
equipment, their own pre- 
mises — to produce “Itogi" 
independently. 

Seeking a patron, in 1993 
they approached Vladimir 
Gusinsky, head of the Most 
Group, a holding company 
that had built a fortune in 
banking and real estate... 
Mr. Gusinsky, among the 
richest men in Russia, 
heard their proposal and 
went them one better. 

“He said, ‘You’d better 
start a station." We weren't 
even thinking of something 
so ambitious," Mr. Kisely- 


ov said. “But he said, ‘Be 
realistic. If ‘Itogi' becomes 
independent, they won't let 
you operate on a state-run 
channel.”’ 

Mr. Kiselyov launched a 
lobbying campaign to win 
■approval for the indepen- 
dent station, arguing that 
Ostankino’s own efforts at 
pro-Yeltsin propaganda 
were ham-handed and 
counterproductive. 

There was an available 
station, Channel 4. where 
the government dumped its 
worst shows. Channel 4’s 
ratings were terrible, and 
the government lost money 
on it. Why not let an inde- 
pendent outfir have a try, 
they argued. 

It was Mr. Yeltsin him- 
self who approved the crea- 
tion of NTV, in December 
1993. His decision came 
shortly after parliamentary 
elections in which demo- 
crats and reformers loyal to 
the president were 
trounced. 

The elections were a dis- 
aster for Mr. Yeltsin de- 
spite the government’s 
monopoly control of tele- 
vised news, and perhaps 
the president saw some 
hope in the idea of an 
independent television 
channel. 

Just 16 months later, the 
irony is that NTV’s success 
has come largely at Mr. 
Yeltsin's expense. After an 
initial injection of S15 mil- 
lion from Mr. Gusinsky, 
the station now says it 
roughly breaks even. 

The Washington Post. 
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7 Israelis killed in blasts 

(Continued from page 1) 


strongly condemned the 
attack, which occurred while 
U.S. mediator Dennis Ross 
was in the region to help 
move peace talks forward. 

“We are committed to con- 
fronting terrorism. These 
people are the enemies of 
j>eace,’’ Mr. Arafat said. 
.We call this peace the peace 
of the courageous, ana we 
need courage to confront 
these people." 

The bus, en route to Israel, 
was attacked about noon 
(0900 GMT) near Kfar 
Darotn, a fenced-in settle- 
ment near the Palestinian 
town of Deir A1 Balah. 

Riyad A1 Khidra, a mer- 
chant who was several hun- 
dred metres from the scene, 
said he saw a blue vehicle try 
to overtake the bus. 

"All of a 'sudden there was 
a big explosion and the vehi- 
cle blew up," said Mr. Khid- 
ra, who said there appeared 
to be two people in the vehi- 
cle that tried to pass the bus. 

Helicopters soon arrived to 
evacuate the wounded. Hos- 
pital officials said there were 
34 people wounded although 
President Ezer Weizman said 
42 were hurt. 

Reporters at the scene of 
the second explosion — 
which was described by army 
radio as a suicide carbomb — 
saw the smoking remains of 
an Israeli army jeep. Two 
other cars with yellow Israeli 
license plates were nearby. 


but there was no sign of the 
vehicle reportedly used as a 
car bomb. 

Islamic Jihad named the 
bomber as Khaled Moham- 
mad Mahmoud al Khatib. 24. 
of Gaza’s Nusseirat refugee 
camp. It said he belonged to 
the same group which blew 
up 22 Israeli soldiers and a 
civifiaiTat Israel’s Beit Lid 
junction in January. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
issued a statement, pledging 
“all possible efforts” to 
achieve peace despite the 
bloodshed. 

“Once more, the enemies 
of peace have resorted to 
violence against innocent 
citizens of Israel. But those 
responsible must not and 
shall not be allowed to deny a 
better future of hope and 
reconciliation to the region,” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

In Washington, U.S. Vice- 
President AI Gore said 
Washington expects Mr. Ara- 
fat to help find those re- 
sponsible for the bombings. 

Asked in a television inter- 
view if Washington would in- 
sist that PLO leader help in 
efforts to stop such attacks, 
Mr. Gore said "yes.” 

Mr. Gore said that when 
be met with Mr. Arafat a few 
weeks ago “he gave a com- 
mitment that they — the 
Palestinian authorities — will 
begin prosecutions" of those 
believed responsible for ear- 
lier such attacks. 


King’s talks highly positive 


(Continued from page 1) 







cess, although it will not be 
on the same vehicle that we 
had expected it to be." 

The foreign minister said 
King Hussein also reviewed 
with President Clinton and 
other senior administration 
officials as well as members 
of Congress the overall status 
of the Middle East peace 
process. 

The meetings included a 
review of "what is happening 

in the Jordanian-Israeii 
track” after the two countries 
signed a peace treaty in Octo- 
ber. the foreign minister said. 

The discussions also co- 
vered "prospects for prog- 
ress'* in the Israeli-Palesti- 


Sir! 





nian, Israeli-Syrian and Israeli- 
Lebanese tracks of the 
54-month old peace process. 
Mr. Kabariti said, noting that 
a state of peace in the entire 
Middle East region was "con- 
ditional" on equitable agree- 
ments between Israel and all 
Arab parties involved in the 
negotiations. 

Also reviewed was the 
situation of Iraq, which is 
straining under international 
sanctions, and "how bad 
things are" for its 18 million 
aeople. Mr. Kabariti said 
vithouf elaboration. 

Jordan has been calling foi 
an easing of the sanctions, 
pointing out the people were 
the victims of the sanctions. 


jf M which have cut off all foreign 


revenues of the Iraqi govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Kabariti did not say 
how the U.S. leaders re- 
sponded to the Jordanian 
call. 

In most cases when the 
plight of the Iraqi people is 
raised as an issue. Washington 
usually refers ro U.N. offers 
to Iraq for limited oil sales 
under controlled conditions 
to raise funds to meet the 
emergency food and medi- 
cine needs of the Iraqi 
people. 

The offers have not been 
accepted by Iraq, which says 
the conditions attached to the 
sales infringe on its 
sovereignty. 

In Washington, the King 
also discussed Jordan's role 
in international peacekeeping 
operations and "how lo 
strengthen this role." Mr. 
Kabariti said. 

During his 12-stay in the 
United States, the King re- 
ceived several awards for his 
contribution to peace in the 
Middle East, addressed 
gatherings al the Simon 
Weisenrhal Centre, the 
Ronald Reagan .Centre, and 
the Los Angeles World 
Affairs Council, and met with 
American Arab and Amer- 
ican leaders, including the 
Conference of the Presidents 
of Major American Jewish 
Organisations, before start- 
ing a state visit to Canada on 
Thursday. 


Ross briefs Egyptian president 


Taiwan stresses separateness 
over unity with China 


(Continued from page 1) 
gaged in the argument over 
the verbal understandings 
that are supposed to provide 
a basis for the talks on secur- 
ity arrangements." 

Mr. Rabinovich told Israel 
Radio: “Expressions like 
equality are expressions that 
take a long time and delay 
the approach to negotiations 
themselves/’. 

Israel army radio said Syria 
was waiting for Israel to 
agree that security arrange- 
ments would be identical on 
both sides of the border be- 
fore it agreed to more talks 
between their chiefs of staff. 

“There are a number of 


(Continued from page 1) 

riotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) and the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) — 
meanwhile agreed to a cease- 
fire, a move sought by Ank- 
ara. 

Turkey wants them to 


(Continued from page 12) 
puties. 

“The one-person, one- vote 
law has led tribalism to pros- 
per and to deepen," Mr. 
Ayesh said. “We raise slo- 
gans of democracy but apply 
tribal principles when a prob- 
lem arises.” 

In reply to Mr. Ayesh’s 
comments, Mr. Hammad 
said the draft law was not 
final. 

In response to another 
question on Jordanians living 
abroad exercising their right 
to vote, he said the ministry 
had carried out a study on the 
issue and will implement it if 
the appropriate mechanism 


(C onti nued from page 1) 

outstanding issues on the Sy- 
rian, Lebanese and Palesti- 
nian tracks.” 

The minister stressed that 
Jordan considered a resolu- 
tion of the problems of 
Palestinian refugees, Jeru- 
salem and Jewish settle- 
ments, “a prerequisite to the 
establishment of a just, dur- 
able and comprehensive 
peace.” 

Speaking to reporters fol- 
lowing his meeting with Mr. 
Kabariti, Dr. Shamir said his 
mission in Jordan was de- 
veloping bilateral relations 
“based on our common in- 
terests.” 

The ambassador, speaking 
fluent Arabic, said he hoped 
relations between the two 
states “will positively affect 
progress in the other tracks in 
the framework of a compre- 
hensive peace." 

Dr. Shamir, who served as 
his country’s first envoy to 
Egypt, said the way to in- 
crease support in Jordan for 
peace with Israel was 
"through an open dialogue 
and patience.” 


terms that the Syrians are 
insisting on, some of them 
that are definitely unaccept- 
able to us,” Mr. Rabinovich 
said on Israel Radio. 

The Yedioth Ahronoth 
daily newspaper reported 
that Mr. Assad is insisting 
that a Syrian early warning 
system bie set up in Israel’s 
northern Galilee in response 
to an Israeli demand for a 
similar station in the Golan. 

Hie newspaper quoted an 
unidentified official as saying 
that if Mr. Assad continued 
to dictate “a crawling pace" 
for the negotiations, “we will 
reach an agreement with 
Syria only in years.’’ 


make peace and concentrate 
on guarding the Turkish-Iraqi 
border against PKK infiltra- 
tion. 

Ankara hopes for talks 
with both Iraqi Kurdish fac- 
tions which have in the past 
supported Turkey’s anti-PKK 
operations. 


was available. 

Abdul Karim Dugbmi, 
head of the Judicial Commit- 
tee' in the Lower House of 
Parliament, claimed that 
there had been some irregu- 
larities in the 1993 elections. 

The elections “were not 
clean and I have ample evi- 
dence on that," Mr. Dughmi 
said. 

Islamic Deputy Moham- 
mad Oweida repeated the 
allegation. 

Mr. Hammad refuted the 
charge and said the elections 
were perfectly dean. "No- 
body interferred in the elec- 
tions. I seek more than others 
to serve this country,” he 
said. 


“The only way is open dia- 
logue and patience which we 
hope that gradually support 
for this peace will increase," 
he said. “We understand that 
in the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, there is political plur- 
alism and different political 
currents, and we must open 
dialogue with all parties, with 
that naturally depending on 
their readiness for such a 
dialogue. 

Dr. Shamir, who met with 
Crown Prince Hassan infor- 
mally after his arrival on 
Thursday, said he presented 
to Regent a broad outline of 
'Israel's position on bilateral 
issues and the peace process 
in the region. 

The new ambassador, who 
has rented a home in the 
fashionable area of Abdoun • 
close to the U.S. embassy, 
said he visited Jerash and 
downtown Amman on Friday 
“to get a general idea of the 
antiquities and history of Jor- 
dan, the population and the 
cities." 

The embassy is operating 
out of the Forte Grand Hotel 
until permanent premises are 
found. 


By James Kynge 
Reuter 

TAIPEI — There were 
some nicely turned 
phrases, some feel-good re- 
marks. But the essence, of 
Taiwan President Lee 
Teng-Hui's long-awaited 
speech on reunifying with 
China may inflame rather 
than mollify Beijing. 

Analysts said Saturday’s 
speech, Mr. Lee's reply to 
an "olive branch" offered 
by Chinese President Jiang 
2!emin in January, stressed 
the separateness of this is- 
land more than the reuni- 
fication upon which Beijing 
insists. 

“Lee’s reply was not 
aimed at promoting the 
process of reunification." 
said Lee Hong-Hsi. profes- 
sor of law at the prestigious 
National Taiwan Universi- 
fy- 

“One of the main mes- 
sages in his speech is that 
China must recognise 
Taiwan’s de faao inde- 
pendence," Professor Lee 


Regent 

(Continued from page 1) 

the ministry's plans regarding 
decentralisation, municipal 
elections which will be held 
July 11 and laws that need to 
be updated. 

Mr. Hammad said draft 
amendments to the criminal 
law and laws on public 
gatherings and traffic were 
ready. 

He added that a study on a 
new election law was pre- 
pared. The study, be said, 
entailed preparing new vo- 
ters’ lists, giving a national 
number for every citizen and 
facilitating voting proce- 
dures. 

Following the meeting, 
Mr. Hammad told reporters 
that the Prince issued direc- 
tives to the ministry and 
other government depart- 
ments to upgrade their ser- 
vices and capabilities. 

He said, the ministry will 
establish a citizens' service 
office which will operate 
round the dock. 

President of the Aqaba Re- 
gion Authority Fayez Al 
Khasawneh also spoke at the 
meeting of the possibility of 
establishing comprehensive 
model villages in Wadi Ara- 
ba, the Aqaba region and 
desert areas. 

The meeting was attended 
by the King's advisor, 
Mohammad Rasoul Al Kila- 
ni. Prince Hassan’s private 
advisor Mohammad Al Saq- 
qaf, the Crown Prince’s office 
aireaor Michel Hamameh, 
Amman Mayor Mamdouh Al 
Abbadi and other senior offi- 
cials. 


added. 

China and Taiwan split in 
1949 after Taiwan’s ruling 
nationalists lost a civil war 
in China and fled to the 
island. Beijing views 
Taiwan as a rebel-held pro- 
vince and has not with- 
drawn a threat to recover it 
by force. 

But since a thaw in the 
1980s, the two sides have 
agreed to negotiate over 
their differences in a pro- 
cess that Beijing hopes-will 
lead to talks on reunifica- 
tion. Taipei also wants 
reunification, but on its 
own very different terms. 

Lee Teng-Hui insisted in 
his speech that China rec- 
ognise that Taiwan is gov- 
erned by a political entity 
separate from Beijing, a 
position that contradicts 
Beijing’s tenet that it is the 
sole ruler of one China. 

The president demanded 
that China stop suppressing 
Taiwan's efforts to forge 
diplomatic ties with third 
countries. He also sug- 
gested that China coopet- 


By Eugene Moosa 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Not everyone 
might believe in a guru who 
says he time-travelled to 
the year 2006, but his fol- 
lowers in Japan pay 
$116,000 for “telepathy 
head gear" just to share 
visions he says he has ex- 
perienced. 

The estimated 10,000 
members of Japan's A tun 
Shinri Kyo (Supreme Truth 
Sect) say they even drink 
tea made from locks of hair 
of guru Shoko Asahara to 
enhance such abilities. 

The cult is now the target 
of daily police raids follow- 
ing the March 20 nerve gas 
attack on Tokyo’s subway 
which killed 11 people and 
injured thousands. The cult 
denies any connection to 
the attacks. 

Despite the raids, which 
have turned up hundreds of 
tonnes of chemicals, labor- 
atories and secret plants, 
no formal charges have 
been made against the sect. 
Nor have there been any 
arrests directly linked to 
the attack. 

But what the raids have 
revealed is that the cult was 
obsessed with things more 
dangerous than time- 
travelling. 

Investigators rummaging 
through the labyrinthine 


ate with Taiwan in ensuring 
democracy in Hong Kong 
and Macau. 

“Democracy for Hong 
Kong... look at the dis- 
putes between Britain and 
China on that. 1 don’t think 
that Taiwan’s input on this 
question is going to get 
rave reviews in Beijing," 
said a representative at a 
foreign nation's trade mis- 
sion in Taipei. 

For China, set to recover 
Hong Kong from Britain in 
1997 and Macau from Por- 
tugal in 1999, the task of 
reunifying with Taiwan is 
an atavistic mission to res- 
tore national pride. 

But in the short term, 
Lee Teng-Hui cannot 
afford to offer concessions 
to Beijing ahead of par- 
liamentary elections late 
this year and the island's 
first-ever presidential polls 
slated for March, 1996. 

Eighty per cent of 
Taiwan's electorate are 
native-born Taiwanese 
with few historical or emo- 
tional ties to the mainland. 


building of the sea's com- 
plex at Kamiku Isshild, at 
the foot of Mt. Fuji west of 
Tokyo, were silent on exaa 
details of what they found. 

But most agreed on one 
thing. "This is no police 
matter. This Is a national 
security issue," as one put 
it. 

Day after day, the 
Japanese public have been 
fed hours of television foot- 
age and newspaper cover- 
age of the details of the 
bizarre world of the Aum 
Sea. 

Some aspects, like its 
pyramid structure resemb- 
ling a national government, 
was straight out of pulp 
fiction. Its “defence minis- 
try” guarded the premises 
and kept an eye on would- 
be escapees. Its “science 
ministry” ran chemical 
plants. 

Other aspects bordered 
on the incredible. It repe- 
atedly accused the U.S. 
military of spraying nerve 
gas on the cult complex 
from airplanes. It said 
cellular phones were 
actually devices used in a 
government plot to control 
people's minds. 

Religious commentators 
said Asahara attracted his 
following from Japan's 
youth by appealing to their 
interest in the supernatural 


Thejr are in no hurry to see 
reunification and the presi- 
dent cannot afford to alien- 
ate them. 

But for commercial 
reasons, neither can 
Taiwan afford to provoke 
Beijing. 

Twenty-five thousand 
businesses with Taiwan in- 
vestments are operating on 
the mainland, without any 
bilateral protection pacts, 
and the island is increasing- 
ly reliant on China as a key 
export market. 

For this reason Lee 
Teng-Hui sounded con- 
ciliatory notes in his 
speech. He seized on 
Jiang's insistence that 
“Chinese must not fight 
Chinese" and echoed it as 
“Chinese should help 
Chinese." 

He then played on the 
unity of Chinese culture. 

“The descendents of the 
yellow emperor should first 
be sincere and then not 
destroy each other’s flesh 
and blood,” he said. 


and the occult. 

His key prediction is that 
the world as we know it 
would end in 1997 in an 
“Armageddon” of nerve 
gas ana biological wars. 

In 1992, he prediaed a 
nuclear war would break 
out and forced his followers 
to move to Okinawa. No- 
thing happened. 

In last December's issue 
of the sea's monthly maga- 
zine entitled “Great 
Prophecy: the Shuddering 
End of the Century,” Asa- 
hara said be travelled to the 
world in the year 2006 and 
talked to residents who said 
world war three was over, 

“I asked the people 
around me wbat year it 
was." Asahara wrote in the 
magazine. “They said it 
was the year 2006. Man- 
kind had already experi- 
enced world war three.” 

In a strange contrast to 
such far-fetched claims, the 
sea has displayed an ex- 
tremely realistic attitude 
over money. 

It demands that a de- 
voted follower wishing to 
live in its ascetic commun- 
ity give every penny he or 
she has to the sect, includ- 
ing house, land and life 
savings. The sea wants ev- 
erything, and that includes 
stamps in desk drawers and 
telephone cards. 


No date for pullout — Turkey 


Draft election law is ready 


Shamir presents credentials 


The bizarre world of 
Japan’s doomsday cult 
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Gulf oil gain offset by weak dollar 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — An 
improvement! in oil prices will 
inject ’more cash into the 
ailing coffers of Arab Gulf 
governments but the increase 
will likely be offset by higher 
import bill due to the weak 
dollar, econcomists have 
said. 

As crude prices climbed 
last week to around $18. their 
highest level in eight months, 
the dollar sank to new record 
lows against major curren- 
cies. pushing down the value 
of most Gulf currencies that 
are effectively pegged to it. 

"A one dollar Increase in 
oil prices means nearly £240 
million a month and around 
$3 billion a year in extra 
revenue for' the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC)." said 
Mohammad A1 Asoumi. 
chief economist at the state- 
controlled Emirates Indust- 
rial Bank. 

“Such an increase will 
naturally help the GCC 
budgets but the impact will 
be minimised by the decline 
in the U.S. dollar since this 
means they will pay more for 
their imports of goods and 
services." he told AFP. 

Despite intervention by the 
U.S. Treasury, the dollar 


continued its plunge to hit a 
new record low of 83.65 
Japanese yen on Friday. It 
also dropped to 1.374 Ger- 
man marks and 4.79 French 
francs. 

Oil exports are priced in 
the U.S. dollar and its decline 
over the past decade has 
combined with weak crude 
prices to create persistent 
economic problems for the 
GCC countries, including a 
sharp slowdown in growth 
rates and deficits in their 
budgets and balances of pay- 
ments. 

According to the Kuwaiti- 
based Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries 10 APEC), current oil 
prices were equivalent to $6 
in real terms in 1973 due to 
the deteriorating purchasing 
power of the greenback. 

"The latest improvement 
in oil prices is a good news to 
GCC states but 'the question 
is whether the improvement 
will continue and the dollar 
will regain its strength." said 
Yusuf Khalifa, economics 
professor at the Emirates 
University. “If this happens, 
then it will largely help their 
budgets." 

GCC states — Saudi Ara- 


bia. Bahrain. Qatar. Kuwait. 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — have 
been trying to tackle their 
budget shortfalls by cutting 
expenditure after years of 
generous spending. 

Such cuts enabled them lo 
slash their combined 1995 
budget deficit to around 
$9.63 billion from $.17.3 bil- 
lion in 1994 and a record 
$61.2 billion in 1991. when 
they contributed more than 
$65' billion to a U.S.-led cam- 
paign to eject Iraqi invasion 
forces from Kuwait. 

Spending was projected at 
$68.79 billion in 1995 com- 
pared with $71.45 billion in 
1994 and as high as $124 
billion in 1991. 

GCC states produce nearly 
13 million barrels per day 
(b/d) of oil. accounting for 
more than 8U per cent of their 
income. Despite attempts at 
diversification, they remain 
heavily reliant on imports. 

Official GCC estimates 
showed imports by the six 
members averaged around 
$5.5 billion a month in the 
first quarter of 1995. with 
more than 80 per cent coming 
from Japan and the Eurcn- 
pean Union. 


The figure did not include 
services but GCC states suf- 
fered from a deficit in the 
services balance of nearly $30 
billion in 1994. according ro 
the estimates. 

The Kuwaiti dinar is the 
only GCC currency which is 
not pegged to the U.S. dollar 
but the greenback has the 
lion share in the basket of 
currencies covering the dinar. 

Mr. Asoumi said the GCC 
states were also making "less 
profits from investment 
abroad and their currencies 
are also losing value because 
most of them are linked to 
the dollar." 

The steady weakening in 
the dollar has prompted culls 
for detaching it from GCC 
currencies and oil prices. 

“Time has come for revis- 
ing the pricing of raw mate- 
rial. including" oil. to protect 
the economies of crude ex- 
porting countries from the 
sharp" fluctuations in the 
world financial markets." 
UAE minister of state for 
financial and industrial 
affairs. Ahmad A1 Tayer. 
said last month, adding the 
GCC finance, oil and foreign 
ministers would meet in May 
to discuss the issue. 


Morocco considering early debt repayment 


RABAT (R) — Morocco is 
considering ways of repaying 
pan of its $21 billion external 
debt ahead of schedule but* 
the modalities have yet to be 
worked out. Finance'Minister 
Mohammad Kabbaj has said. 

“We will be discussing with 
Bank Al Maghreb (central 
bank) and other commercial 
banks how we can do so but 
we have no fixed amount in 
mind." Mr. Kabbaj told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

He also said there were no 
plans at present to issue 
Eurobonds as suggested in a 
recent reports but that swap- 
ping debt for equity was 
under consideration. 

Mr. Kabbaj said Morocco 
had not succeeded in swap- 
ping debt for equity in the 
past when it offered to ex- 
change for equity $50 million 
of its debt. Morocco with- 


drew the offer after six 
months because there were 
no offers. 

Mr. Kabbaj also said an 
interbank market would be in 
place within a few months on 
the way to full dirham con- 
vertibility. 

“At present the dirham is 
fully convertible for trade but 
it is not fully convertible in 
terms of capital flows, in the 
next few months, we will 
move to the next stage and 
that is the interbank market 
on the way to full convertibil- 
ity we hope within one year 
or two at the most." he said. 

Mr. Kabbaj also told a 
news conference here that 
this would eventually lead to 
a foreign exchange market 
but there were no plans to 
devalue despite the devalua- 
tion of some European cur- 
rencies. 


He said the dirham was 
pegged to a basket which 
included European and non- 
European currencies and the 
devaluation of the Spanish 
peseta and the Italian lira had 
created problems. 

While admitting that 
Morocco faced economic dif- 
ficulties because of a lower 
than expected cereals harvest 
and tough competition for its 
agricultural imports within 
the European Union. Mr. 
kabbaj gave no indication 
how Morocco intended to re- 
pay its debt ahead of sche- 
dule and keep the budget in 
balance. 

He said Morocco was com- 
mitted’ to meeting all its 
domestic and international 
obligations. Debt servicing 
amounting to $3.3 billion rep- 
resents 30.3 per cent of total 
government spending. 


Parliament approved a 
budget of 109.8 billion 
dirhams ($13.2 billion) for 
1995. 

Mr. Kabbaj said there 
were no plans to revise the 
1995 budget because of the 
drought but he said keeping 
within spending limits would 
require strict discipline. 

He said the cereals harvest 
for 1995 was expected ro be 
as low as 2.5 million tonnes, 
compared with 9.4 million 
tonnes in 1994 when Morocco 
had an above average har- 
vest. 

Independent analysts say 
the country is likely to experi- 
ence zero to negative growth 
in 1995 because of the 
drought. The government 
had forecast growth of be- 
tween 2.5 and four per cent 
for 1993. 


Abu Dhabi to privatise non-oil industries*^ ; 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
Gulf emirate of Abii Dhabi 
will start selling its non-oil 
industrial sector to the public 
this year within reforms to 
minimise the damage of low 
oilprices, officials have said. 

The General Industry Cor- 
poration (GIC), which runs, 
the emirate's non-oil indus- 
tries. said it would initially 
sell 80 per cent of five key 
factories with a total capital 
of around 722 million 
dirhams ($196.7 million). 

“Our plan is to sell 80 per 
cent in the first stage and the 
remaining 20 per cent will be 
sold later," GIC chief eco- 
nomist, Adam Mahdi, told 
AFP. "Privatistaion will be- 
gin in the second half of this 
year and we expect strong 
demand as liquidity is high 
and the factories are profit- 
able." 

The factories include two 
cement plants worth 600 mil- 
lion dirhams ($163.4 million) 
a flour mill, and two mineral 
water and bags factories. 

Mr. Mahdi said return 
from the sale of those facili- 
ties would be used by GIC in 


setting up bigger factories, 
including a steel plant worth 
hundreds of millions of 
dirhams (dollars) and other 
capital intensive projects. 

He said such factories 
would be managed by the 
-state-owned GIC for a linked 
period of time before being 
sold to the public. 

“The factories we are sell- 
ing are highly profitable and 
investors could earn as much 
as 10 to 15 per cent in return 
on shares," he said. “The 
sale is part of a new policy 
aimed at expanding the small 
non-oil industrial base in the 
emirate and diversifying the 
economy. The only way is 
that we establish large indust- 
rial projects which need high 
capital and technology and 
sell them gradually to the 
citizens." 

He said the sale of indust- 
rial units would also help 
“distribute the wealth among 
UAE citizens, upgrade per- 
formance, increase the 
national income and boost 
the contribution of that sec- 
tor in the gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP)." 


Abu Dhabi is the main oil 
producer in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), with an 
output: of around 80 per cent 
of the total production of 
nearly 2.16 million barrels 
per day. It also controls more 
than 90 per cent of the 
UAE’s total crude reserve of 
around 98 billion barrels. 

Like other Gulf oil produc- 
ers, Abu Dbabi has been hit 
by the decline m oil prices 
and the dollar, the official 
price of crude exports. Most 
regional governments have 
announced reform plans to 
offset such a decline. 

Apart from privatisation, 
GIC is planning to set up 
three major industrial zones 
and has earmarked around 
100 million dirhams ($27.2 
million) in soft loans to 
potential investors- in those 
zones. 

A GIC study said it ex- 
pected such projects to push 
up the GDP in Abu Dhabi's 
non-oil industrial sector from 
5.58 billion dirhams ($1.52 
billion) in 1993 to 11.1 billion 
dirham* ($3.02 billion) in 



1998 and 20.9 billion dirhams 
($5.69 billion) in 2008. 

THe UAE’s non-oil indust- 
rial sector has steadily grown 
over the past few years to 
exceed 1,000 units producing 
mainly cement, textile and 
garments, foodstuffs, chemic- 
■ als, paper and other light 
products. 

Its GDP grew from around 
9.7 billion dirhams ($2.64 bfl-‘ 
lion) in 1990 to around U>‘ 
billion dirhams ($2.99 billion)-. 
in 1994, accounting for nearly-*. . ^ 

8.4 per cent of the total GDP ' * 1 

of $35.8 billion. v / 

Investment in the non-oil 
sector rose from 3.9 billion' - rfJ 
dirhams ($1.06 billion) in ‘ .-,ri ill' 
1991 to 4.72 billion dirhams .. > 1 ‘ ,» 

($1.28 billion) in 1992 and 
around five billion dirhams 
($1.36 billion) in 1993. . ’ 

“Privatisation of the non-: ! 
oil industries will relieve GIC v 4 
from the burden of managing 
factories and enable it to ' * - 
concentrate on a far-reaching ‘ 
industrial strategy that wffl V ■ 
help in diversifying income ' - 
sources," Mr. Mahdi said. 
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Battered sterling faces fresh political test 


i 


LONDON (R) — Punch- 
drunk sterling faces fresh 
hurdles in coming weeks with 
local elections in England 
and Wales likely to raise (he 
political temperature and do 
further damage to the bat- 
tered pound." 

With the mark and yen 
slugging it out for foreign 
exchange supremacy sterling 
is at the moment simply being 
knocked about by what is 
going on elsewhere, analysts 
said. 

But sterling could again 
start dropping of its own 
accord if John Major's ruling 
conservatives are trounced in 
the May local elections, they 
said. 

“I think sterling is an acci- 
dent waiting to happen and 
it's always wobbly around 
local election time." said 
David Coleman, chief eco- 
nomist at C1BC Wood Gun- 
dy. "Last year the market 
may have shrugged off the 


result but this year we are 
one year nearer the general 
election." 

Mr. Major’s deeply un- 
popular Conservatives were 
virtually wiped off the politic- 
al map in Scotland us opposi- 
tion Labour swept the board 
in Thursday's elections for 
new local councils. 

Such a result was expected 
and sterling ignored the 
news. 

The pound was trading 
slightly higher at 2. 2160 
marks on Friday, three pfen- . 
nigs clear of its all-time low of 
2.1890 recorded in* mid- 
March. On the dollar, it was 
at $1.61 per pound, up slight- 
ly from Thursday's $1.6075. 

But dealers said a further 
bad showing for the Con- 
servatives in May could raise 
speculation of a leadership 
challenge to John Major, 
which would frighten over- 
seas investors in particular. 

“It's not so much any par- 


ticular moment when you see 
panics out of sterling. It's 
more a long slow process of 
attrition." said Robin Aspi- 
nall. strategist at Panmure 
Gordon. 

“If you put money into 
sterling or you don't hedge it 
no one" is going to forgive you 
and you will lose your job." 
he said. “People will point 
the finger at vou and say you 
knew about the politics didn't 
you. how could you have 
clone that?" 

This means that sterling is 
basically swimming upstream 
the whole time. When things 
are going in its favour it 
makes slow progress but 
when things go wrong it gets 
swept back a long way. 


its recent battering has--, 
pushed it down to within a.-.’ 
whisker of its all-time trade- v 
weighted low of N4.U. a level , 
reached in the wake of the-„ - 
1992 sterling crisis. 

Its steep fall in trade- ■ ' 
weighted terms has effective- 
Iv loosened monetary policy - ■ 
to the extent that even in- ' **’ 
eluding the last half- point *”•* 
rise in base rates to 6.75 per' 1 -'^ 
cent, monetary policy is now; *'• 
around 0.25-point looser. Y’ 

This could pose a problem 
for a beleaguered govern-’ ["■ 
ment which is looking to 
make vote-winning tax cuts 
ahead of the general election./ '; 
A lax fiscal policy would not , ' : *i'- 
get well with the current loos- # ‘ 
er monetary position, 
analysts noted. r ’’ 




Strong yen seen bringing windfall gains to South Korea 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korea stands to reap windfall 
gains from the surging 
Japanese yen. whose appre- 
ciation against the won is 
expected to boost the growth 
rate of the local economy, 
analysts said. 

The rising Japanese cur- 
rency sent South Korea's won 
crashing to an all-time low 
Saturday, with the basic rate 
set at 9l'9.55 won to 100 yen. 
smashing the earlier record of 
905.04 set on Friday. 

"The high yen is good news 
for us. because one of the 
biggest beneficiaries of the 
yen appreciation is South 
Korea." said Kim Kveone- 
Won. top economist with 


Samsung Economic Research 
Institute. 

"The high yen makes 
Japanese products more ex- 
pensive than South Korean 
substitutes in overseas mar- 
kets." Mr. Kim told AFP. 

The won has now shed 
about 13 per cent of its value 
against the yen since the end 
of last year. Against the dol- 
lar. the won moved in the 
opposite direction, rising 2.1 
per cent in value during the 
same period. 

As a consequence of taking 
Japanese firms as their ben- 
chmark during their indust- 
rial restructuring from 1989 
to 1992. South Korean firms 
have ended up having a stri- 


kingly similar production 
line-up to Japanese counter- 
pans. 

“In many cases. South 
Korea is the best and only 
replacement of Japanese sup- 
pliers for foreign buyers, 
especially for home ap- 
pliances. electronics, auto- 
mobiles. steel and shipbuild- 
ing," Mr. Kim said. 

A state economic think- 
tank said last week if the yen 
strengthens 10 per cent 
against the won and the 
South Korean currency 
appreciates two per cent 
■ against the U.S. dollar, ex- 
ports will increase an. extra 
3.76 percentage points. 

"In this scenario, the eco- 


nomy will grow an extra 1.1 
percentage points." said 
analyst Ohn Ki-Wun of the 
Korea Institute for Industrial 
Economics, t and Technology 
(KIET) at a seminar on eco- 
nomic effects of the strong 
yen. 

South Korea's gross 
domestic product — the total 
value of goods and services 
produced in the country — 
grew a robust 8.4 per cent last 
year, pushing per-capita 
GDP to a record $8,483. 

Finance and Economy 
Minister Hong Jae-Hyong 
said that price stability is a 
major policy goal this year. 
* adding that the government 
will try to contain the econo- 


mic growth rate to around 
seven per cent. 

Analysts said automobiles, 
shipbuilding, iron and steel, 
electronics and semi- 
conductors stand to benefit 
most from the strong yen. 

Under the KIET yen- 
appreciation scenario. South 
Korea's exports of cars will 
increase 2.92 per cent, ship- 
building 2.8 per cent, semi- 
conductors 2.06 per cent, 
machines 2.91 per cent, and 
iron and steel 1.36 per cent. 

Exports of textiles and gar- 
ments will rise 3. IS per cent, 
home appliances 8.7 per cent 
and computers 8.12 per cent. 
Mr. Ohn said. 

The Korea Foreign Trade 


Association said a 10 per cent 
yen rise will result in an extra 
$1,762 billion in exports and 
an additional $821 million in 
imports for a $941 million 
improvement in the trade ba- 
lance. 

Economists said cost of 
debt service will also be re- 
duced because South Korea 
has more dollar-denominated 
foreign debt than yen- 
denominated loans. 

But a high yen will widen 
South Korea's chronic trade 
deficit with Japan, on which 
South Korea heavily depends 
for new plant investment and 
equipment. 
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THOSE YOUNG 
TUMBLEWEEDS ARE 
HARD TO BREAK- 





Andy Capp 
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EXEOC1SEB ONE WAY 
OF LENGTHENING LIFE RUBE' 

-AT LEAST IT MAKES VOU 
LOOK LIKE AN OLDIE 
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Mutton 5 Jeff 


WELL, JEFF TODAY tsflT iS'S 

■the first dav of Y mot' 

SPRING * j — n IT'S JUST 
AS COLD. 


nevertheless] 

MARCH 2 \ ST 
IS THE FIRST 


[LOOK? THERE'S 
A RED RoBiN 
(THAT PROVES 
IT/ 



[that happens 
T o BE A PIGEON 
STILL WEARING 
RED UNDERWEAR) 



I'VE BEEN CATCHING 
[’EM AND PUTTING ON 
, THEIR. LONG UNDIES 
TO keep’emwarm . 1 



THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“I’m disappointed that my life didn’t turn 
out the way 1 hoped it would. I always 
thought I’d get more channels.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
m by HanH Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, id lorm 
four ordinary words. 


| DOI 

PK 

r 



□ 

□ 


mm\ 


I'm doing a survey 

/ 


01 B95 vtm Samoa. he. 


BROOT 


znz 

> 


Cl 

LA 

MBY 




ZD 

5. ^ 



LOORI 

E 






| \ V 

NEVER HAS QUES- 
TIONS BUT USUALLY 
HA-5 ANSWERS. 

* 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday} 

Jumbles; GAVEL PUPIL BECAME NAPKIN 
Answer; How Rover behaved at the neighborhood 
party — LIKE AN ANIMAL 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY AJPRII 10, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righier Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April l9)‘Get bills and accounts cleared up 
today before you tackle anything else of a practical nature. 
Safeguard your wallet so you do not run out. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You can conclude pending 
agreements today with others and then adopt the right altitude so 
that you can carry them through. 

GEMINI: (May 2! to June 21) You can get that work plan started 
early this morning and then arrange for more public outlets. Be 
active and happy with close friends and associates. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) Early get appointments set 
up for recreation later today and then plunge into the tasks ahead of 
you and polish them off. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Give that situation at home more 
thought in the morning, and then you can go out- for the recreation 
which you like very much. 

VERGO: (August 22 to September 22) Early this morning handle all 
that desk activities which need your attention and later tonight be 
with your loved ones at activities which are mutually liked. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Financial affairs are easily 
handled in the morning, and later today you can talk over problems 
you may have with associates. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 io November 21) Early today handle 
personal affairs which have been neglected and then make big 
headway in practical affairs you do desire. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Early this morning 
you should busy yourself figuring out how to gain your greatest 
objectives and then tonight follow through with your ideas. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) A friend can give you 
fine advice today which should be followed in order to gam some 
cherished aim you truly desire. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Handle the duties which 
are important early this morning and they are soon behind you so 
that you can enjoy this evening. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Study into different methods oF| 
operating and then confer with a higher-up to gain the backing you 
need for the success or a project. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 
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THE Daily Crossword byDen.myB.M.rtin 


ACROSS 

1 Fallow 

5 Cone In mini 
9 Thong 

I* Frame of a sr*> 

15 Change 
residence 

16 Be an srahor 

17 — Miner 

18 Busy as — 

19 Tanker 

20 Sloven 
SpWberg fSm 

23 Comm ana 
deT- 

24 Vintage aulo 

25 A Per on 
ZB Antitoxins 
31 Smear 

34 Insertion marks 
36 Costly fur 
36 Lad 

40 ■— oliheTtaid 
Kiraf (SpletWfg) 

43 Long, long time 

44 Great — 

45 Peaceful 

46 Cereal grain 
48 Btrdlood 

50 Maine measure 

51 Chmeea\rav" 

53 Move on wheels 
55 Sloven 

Spefcerg Him 

62 Reef nuienel 

63 Highway 

64 Rain words 

65 By oneself 

66 Sartor's potion 
saint 

87 MehnWwork 

68 Lassoed 

69 Methods 

70 Undiluted 

DOWN 
t Friendly talk 

2 SBence 

3 T cannot t «u— " 

4 Appeases 

• 5 Deep-ttuepemt 

6 Vagrams 

7 Fruahed 

8 Cry 

9 Vowed 

10 ThreeJ egged 
stand 
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11 Brooklet 

12 Suds to — 

13 For each 

21 Spoke 
eloquently 

22 Seventh planet 
Iron the sun 

25 — homo 1 

26 Courage 

27 Literary style 

28 Hoetof ashow 
30— de to Plata 

32 Red as — 

33 CameO 
3S Fal. e.g. 

37 Sounds 

mournfully 
39 Betgten river 

41 Vane dir. 

42 Extremely targe 
cardinal number 

47 Cotartess, 
odorless gas 


49 Inspiring de3ght 
52 Was lick 

54 Church 

calendars 

55 Song for one 

56 Harvest 

57 Sketched 


58 QrH n "Damn 
yanfoee" 
SQ-Woe— r 

60 Greek 
cotonhade 

61 Btonahom 

62 Vehfc(e 
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Petra Bank 
liquidation 
committee 
collects JD 
119.5 m of 
debts . 
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Irk THE COMMITTEE en- 
trusted with the liquidation of 
the former Petra Bank held 
339 meetings between July 
21, 1990 and Nov. 30, 1994 
daring which it took 4,249 
decisions on various aspects 
of the liquidation process. 
Following are the most i ro- 
il results achieved: 
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1 ) Out of a total of 33,155 
debit accounts as of Aug. 2, 
1989; 24,464 accounts have 
been settled completely and 
8,691 are still being li- 
quidated. 

2) Total indebtedness to the 
bank as of Aug. 2, 1989 was 
JD 215 million of which only 
JD 99 million were expected 
to be repaid. Doubtful loans 
were estimated at JD 116 
million. 

3} Actual amounts collected 
of these loans were JD 119.5 
milhon and it is expected that 
an additional JD 50 million 
will be collected in due 
' ‘ course. 

■■■- 4) Until Nov. 11, 1994, the 
' liquidation committee repaid 
JD 107.6 million of Petra 
Bank indebtedness to the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) incurred as a result of 
the CBJ paying Petra deposi- 

tors. The Central Bank is still 

a creditor to Petra Bank for 
JD 241.8 million. A further 
JD 10 million amount was to 
have been prior to the end of 
.. 1994. 

" ,S At various dates, 297 
ates of lands owned by the 
uhnk were sold for JD 14.9 
" million. 

6) At various dates, 14.9 mil- 
lion shares were sold for JD 

- 11.7 million at a loss of JD 
1.85 million. 

7) Accumulated earnings 
■ - during the liquidation process 

amounted to JD 28.9 million 
. until Nov. 30, 1994. Expendi- 
■_ hires amounted to JD 11.2 
million netting the liquida- 

- tion committee a JD 17.7 
i. million net income (AI 

Aswaq). 

; -irtr THE NATIONAL tele- 
communications programme 
. aims at providing 216.398 
, new telephone lines by 1998. 

The new lines will be avail- 
... able through 2 modem ex- 
changes spread throughout 
the Kingdom with the Muni- 
.- dpaJity of Greater Amman 
getting 93,200 lines. The total 
cost of the scheme is esti- 
mated at JD 205 million. In 
addition to the national prog- 
ramme, the Telecom muni ca- 
. dons Corporation (TCC) is 
currently implementing ex- 
pansion projects at Abdali, 
Madaba, Zarqa, Aqaba, Salt, 
Irbid and Jerash exchanges. 
The expansion at Abdali will 
add new 5,000 numbers to 
die exchange. 

In 1994, the TCC installed 
16.868 new telephone lines, 

■ of which 10,931 lines were in 
the Greater Amman area. At 
the end of December there 
were 303,593 telephone lines 
throughout the Kingdom. 
The Greater Amman area 
accounted for 197,161 lines of 
the total (Al Ra’i+Al Dus- 
tour). 

** NET PROFIT of the 
Yarmouk Insurance and 
Reinsurance Company 
amounted to JD 268,000 last 
year, a 16 per cent drop from 
the previous year. The com- 
pany earned JD 110,000 from 

jnsttrance operations and JD 
317,000 from various invest- 
ments. The company, which 
had total assets of JD 4.3 
million at the end of 1994, is 
Marring construction of a 
taflding, at a cost of JD 1 
million, opposite King 
Abdullah Gardens. The 
board of directors is recom- 
mending dividends at a rate 
20 per cent (Al Ra’i). 


** THE COUNCIL of 
Ministers decided to stop all 
orms of olive oil imports 
Tom the West Bank. The 
jetision was taken to protect 
^anian olive oil produc- 
ed after more than 50,000, 
-S-kilogramnie containers 
?me from the West Bank as 
Pfts. Jordan continues to 
“mw and facilitate its own 
,«ports of olive oil (Al Ra'i). 
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AFM on recovery course 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Final figures for 
trading and prices at the Am- 
man Financial Market 
(AFM) for the month of 
March released Sunday indi- 
cated that the bourse is on a 
recovery course after a short 
period of stagnation, and the 
upward trend is likely to con- 
tinue, brokers said. 

Prices slipped a little dur- 
ing the month, but have pick- 
ed up since then, they noted. 

The AFM report said 
stocks worth JD 37.5 million 
changed hands during March, 
a 130 per cent increase over the 
JD 16.3 million turnover 
posted in February. Average 
daily trading during March 
was JD 2.2 million compared 
with the previous month's JD 
800,000. 

Brokers noted that trading 
during the Holy Month erf 
Ramadan — which fell in 
"February this year — usually 
tends to be low, but they said 
that since the middle of 
March investors appeared to 


have taken new interest de- 
spite a liquidity crisis. 

The recovery was mainly 
attributed to what investors 
saw as the success of His 
Majesty King Hussein's talks 
with U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and other senior officials 
as well as American legisla- 
tures in Washington in the 
last week of the month. 

The AFM report said the 
general share price index 
based on 60 major companies 
closed for the month after 
losing 1.9 points or 1.3 per 
cent. 

The index closed at 141.77 
points on Wednesday, March 
29, the last day of trading for 
the month. It gained 4.7 
points, or 3.3 per cent, in the 
first week of April to dose at 
146.54 points on Saturday. 

The AFM report said that 
in March an average of 
700,000 shares changed 
hands compared with 400,000 
in February. Total number of 
shares traded during the 
month was 12.6 million 
shares under 14,300 deals, a 
rise of 70.3 per cent and 15.3 


per cent respectively over the 
previous month. 

Commercial banks and 
financial institutions 
accounted for 17.1 million 
dinars or 46 per cent of the 
monthly volume, followed by 
service sector stock with JD 

9.8 million (26 per cent), 
industrials with JD 9 million 
(24 per cent) and insurance 
firms with JD l.S million 
(four per cent) 

As trading for the month 
closed, the sectoral indices 
showed that industrials shed 
an average of 3.5 points or 

2.8 per cent, insurance stock 
dropped by 1.7 point or 1.2 
per cent, commercial banks 
one point or 0.6 per cent and 
services stock 0.01 point or 
0.01 per cent. 

March was a “good 
month" for brokers but "not 
so good" for investors, com- 
mented a market analyst, 
noting that brokers collected 
their commission on every 
deal while investors saw 
prices plunge to a record low 
since 1992. 

According to brokers, the 


surge in prices and investors 
interest could be attributed to 
a combination of factors, 
starting with King Hussein's 
visit to Washington, institu- 
tional intervention to prop up 
prices, and announcement of 
better-than -expected annual 
figures by some companies. 

"The market would have 
done much better had it not 
been for the liquidity crisis 
resulting from nigh interest 
rates.” commented the 
analyst, commenting to a 
drain on the capital in the 
market after commercial 
banks started offering higher 
yields on short-term deposits. 

Brokers, noting that the 
rise in prices in the services 
sector in the first week of 
April came after Jordan and 
Israel signed an agreement 
on cooperation in tourism, 
said they expected the up- 
ward swing in the market to 
slow down this week. 

"Prices may not fall this 
week, but the trend is to- 
wards a controlled but stable 
rise." commented a market 
dealer. 


UAE urges Arabs to reject M.E. bank idea 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Sunday urged Arab 
finance and economy minis- 
ters to reject proposals for a 
Middle East bank to fund 
regional development ahead 
of a meeting this week. 

Minister of state for finan- 
cial and industrial affairs. 
Ahmad Al Tayer. repeated 
his opposition to the proposal 
saying it would hurt Arab 
economies and serve only 
Israel's interests. 

"The bank is not in the 
interest of Arab economies as 
it will not only provide funds 
but will open the Arab mar- 
kets for Israeli capital, labour. 


industries and services and 
link the Arab economy to 
-that of Israel.” he was quoted 
as saying by the official UAE 
news agency WAM. 

“The projects which are 
being proposed for the Mid- 
dle East will adversely affect 
joint Arab action. During the 
meeting of the Arab finance 
ministers, there should be an 
emphasis on jont work so the 
achievements we have made 
are not turned into program- 
me that do not serve Arab 
development." he stressed. 

Finance and economy 
ministers as well as central 
bank governors from the 22- 
m ember Arab League are 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(April 3 - April 7, 1995) 

AMMAN — The dollar depreciated sharply against the yen 
at the end of last week, while appreciating marginally 
against the mark and sterling. It ended the week 3.44 per 
cent lower against the yen, 0.42 per cent higher against the 
mark and 0.15 per. cent higher against the sterling. 

The U.S. unit related against the yen Monday. It fell to a 
new record low of 86 yen during trading hours. However, it 
rose slightly to close at 86.13 yen, despite continued 
intervention by the Fed to support its currency. Dealers 
expressed their view that the Fed’s intervention added a 
temporary support to the dollar. 

The dollar appreciated against the mark and sterling 
Tuesday, while stabilising against the yen. The U.S. unit 
rose as dealers closed their short positions. Meanwhile, 
February's construction spending showed a decrease of 0.5 
per cent compared to a 0.4 per cent consensus forecast. 

The U.S. unit continued its decline Wednesday, despite 
the joint intervention by the Fed, the Bank of Japan, and 
the Bundesbank. The Fed's intervention came on the back 
of criticism that the dollar's decline did not attract the Fed's 
attention. The dollar's decline was attributed to comments 
of the president of the Bundesbank tfiat it is up to the 
weak-currency countries to pursue policies that will stabil- 
ise their currency. 

The dollar declined against the yen Thursday, while 
dealers' anticipated the release of U.S. employment data 
the following day. The release of U.S. employment figures 
at the end of the week contributed to the dollar's weakness. 
The non-farm payrolls showed a rise of 203 thousand in 
March compared to 345 thoasand in the previous month. 
As a result, the unemployment rate rose to 5.5 per cent 
from 5.4 per cent. The employment figures confirmed the 
Fed’s expectation that the U.S. economy is experiencing a 
slower growth. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.3788 marks, 
83.72 yen and at SI 6225 to sterling. 


N«w York dosing 
US. Dollar 


Rotas for Major Car r em it Against the 


Currency 

37/3/95 

7/4/95 

Percent 

Close 

Close 

Change 

Sterling Pound 

1.6225 

7.6743 

10.5118 

Deuisdw Mark 

1.5730 

1.3788 

.. lff.«)l 

Swbs Franc 

1.1295 

1.128S 

0.06 S 

French Franc 

4.S090 

4.7855 

0.49 i 

Japanese Yen 

S6.60 

83. 12 

3.44 S 


t ND Pit sTt: 


Enro-Cnrrancy I n terest Baton 


Currency 

37/3/7995 

7/4/ 

995 

i-Momsi'.i 

i-\ear I%1 

l-Mowb <%! 

l-Ycar l%i 

l.S. Dollar 

O.00 

6.62 

6.00 

6.56 

Sterling Pound , 

e.37 

7.50 

6.12 

7.44 

Deutsche Mark 

4.50 

4.87 

4.44 

4. SI 

Swiss Franc 

3.37 

3. 5o 

3.12 

3.37 

French Franc 

7.75 

6.93 

7.37 

b.69 

Japanese Yen 

1.81 

1.71 

7.56 

1.50 


■■irrtiunK hid ran- far nmiM- nnoll«i: I ,*»• lUU" IJBUJlMor eqnhakw. 

Central Bank of Jowtart Exchange Rata BnDatin 

Data: 9/4/1 955 


Currency 

BuT - 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6830 

0.6850 

Sterling Pound 

1.1018 

1.1073 

Deuisdw Mark 

0.4953 

0.4918 

Swiss Franc 

0.6041 

0.6071 

French Franc 

0.1426 

0.7433 

Jipanese Yen ' 

0.8)42 

0.8183 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4429 

0.4457 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lira* 

0.0402 

0.0404 

Belgian Franc 
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due to hold annual talks in 
Oman on Tuesday to discuss 
rhe 1994 activities of their 
five main financial institu- 
tions. 

They are the Abu Dhabi- 
based Arab Monetary Fund, 
the Arab Fund for Economic 
and Social Development, the 
Arab Corporation for Invest- 
ment Guarantee, the 
Khartoum-based Arab Bank 
for Economic Development 
in Africa and rhe Arab Au- 
thority for Agricultural De- 
velopment and Investment. 

The five institutions had 
more than S10 billion in 
capital and their operations 
have exceeded S26 billion 
since they were launched in 
the early 1970s to support 
development in member 
states. 

[srael and the United 
Slates have floated the idea 


of a Middle East Develop- 
ment Bank with a capital of 
about 55 billion to finance 
development and reconstruc- 
tion in the region. But they 
have also encountered 
opposition from European 
countries. 

Other proposals include 
creating a Middle East mar- 
ket that could envelop Israel, 
Arabs. Iran and Turkey. 

“The Middle East market 
and related concepts and 
ideas will greatly harm Arab 
economies. The development 
bank is ostensibly a bank but 
its real objectives will not 
serve the Arab economies." 
Mr. Tayer said. "Such issues 
should be discussed by the 
Arab finance and economy 
ministers to identify its 
effects which threaten joint 
Arab action.” 


FINANCIAL MABXHT 
BOOSING BANX CENTER AMMAN - SHM8XSANI 
_ TELEPHONE! 660170 / 663170 

ORGANISED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 


09/04/1995 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BARK PIC 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NSW 

BANK OP JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANE. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
TBZ BOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULF BANK 
ARAB JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT & FINANCE BANK 
BEIT KLNAL SAVING* INVESTMENT FOR BOOSING 
AMMAN BANK TOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT HANK. 


MO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 

1720 

24200 

3267 

650 

500 

14425 

29800 

6710 

B300 

1900 

14352 

3400 

2550 

450 

66300 

61295 


VALUE PREV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JD PRICE 


335660 

195.000 

193.500 

118739 

4.800 

4.860 

15509 

4.650 

6.720 

2260 

3.400 

3.470 

760 

1.490 

1.520 

38601 

2.680 

2.680 

198754 

6.420 

6.650 

19566 

2.920 

2.920 

11598 

1.460 

1.390 

6650 

3.380 

3.5D0 

55283 

3.870 

3.850 

12172 

3.590 

3.580 

10050 

3.860 

3.960 

1440 

3.200 

3.200 

83418 

1.280 

1.260 

95663 

1.590 

1.580 


BANKS SECTOR 

239B19 

Z004121 

INDEX NUMBER i 165.48 
CHANGE I -0.33Z 

JORDAN INSURANCE 

1000 

3250 

3.200 

3.250 

ARABIAN SZA3 INSURANCE 

500 

925 

1.850 

1.8SO 

JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 

24950 

70538 

2.800 

2-810 

DELIA INSURANCE 

500 

1200 

2.320 

2.400 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

26950 

75913 

INDEX NUMBER « 136.76 
CHANGE t +0.57* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
.ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /NEW 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST G COMMODORE HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT G EDUCATION 
JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 



9654 
25464 
168719 
31542 
6703 
3419 - 
113582 
120039 
13098 
5936 


1.660 

1.S70 

7.600 

7.450 

3.030 

2.380 

1.180 

2.SOO 

3.360 

1.300 


1.640 
1.590 
7.480 
7.370 
2.970 
2 <320 
1.130 
2.700 
3.320 
1.300 


E R V I C E a 


SECTOR 


197842 


49B155 INDEX NUMBER: 143.17 
CHANGE -- -1.43* 


ATTANQEKP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

THE ARAB POTASH/ NEW 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFXNARX 

JORDAN TANNING 

TBS JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
SPINNING 6 WEAVING 
RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT & INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT G INERNATZOHAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDU S TRY 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

ARAB PAPBR CONVERTING G TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEMXCAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ MATCH/JXMCO 

NATIONAL CABLE G WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SUL PSO-CHEM1 CALS 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. G CHEMICALS 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


700 

788 

1.170 

1.120 

22319 

68161 

3.060 

3.070 

1100 

5205 

4.650 

4.800 

1211 

11307 

9.360 

9.340 

500 

3965 

7.550 

7.930 

4650 

39693 

8.700 

8.400 

19746 

77616 

4.000 

3.970 

450 

1120 

2.400 

2.520 

1600 

4335 

2.700 

2.710 

1500 

3830 

2.600 

2.570 

1350 

3375 

2.510 

2.500 

1350 

10700 

8.000 

7.900 

45950 

44166 

■ 97D 

.950 

3350 

24295 

7.250 

7.2S0 

33100 

22120 

.670 

.670 

20100 

30602 

1.540 

1.520 

2000 

6300 

3.240 

3.150 

7700 

20636 

2.550 

2.680 

70750 

87698 

1.240 

1.190 

40550 

162213 

4.200 

4.000 

63000 

187050 

4.460 

4.350 

1000 

680 

.690 

.680 

2090 

9930 

4.750 

4.750 

5450 

10654 

1.900 

1.880 

2623 

6004 

2.300 

2.280 

4550 

15767 

3.500 

.3.460 

3200 

' 6501 

2.060 

2.020 

341914 

864854 

INDEX NUMBER: 121.53 



CHANGE 

: -0.40* 

806S2S 

2443043 

INDEX NUMBER: 145.91 



CHANGE 

: -0.43* 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


165993 

203224 



FOR INVESTMENT 
» BUSINESS OFFICES 
8r SHOPS FOR SALE 

In Wadi Saqra 
100 sq.m. — 400 sq.m. 
Central heating and air- 
condition. 

For more details call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
/810520, Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

SwetflyelY 


iirj? 0 


itO.TEL 
-SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
s*' GASTRONOMY . 


I All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

A i. A A \ Ufl A 
Ijjjak tfjluMu AjSjLS 

1863944- - 816690 


Oaffe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAK6 

professional Quality in 

1 Hour Sendee 

Develop your colour film at 
our (hop and get:- 

• JUMBO pho «9 

ifaf 30% Bmrjfmr 

• F fno enlarger 
20 x 30 cm 

Slunehani^Opp 

Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 



DOLLAR 


RENT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeiscmi 
Tel: 693399 


REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You 'v Seen The 
Rest Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGANIZATION 


RENTA 



•<s 


SZECHWAN BARRENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


Taka away la mUabb 

StM AMrab Strart 
um UMnth Commercial Centra 

Tel J 881174 
‘Bashed 


(S58«j 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Sen/ice. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pm 
6:30 - 11:30 pan. 

« Tel : 861838 



JONSSALOjJ 


Duracleari 


■ Flower Fresh" - cleaning 
for. homes and.businesses 




Restaurant Tapaa, 

Open > “Dcd/ty 

from' 

12 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Jebel Amman, 3rd circle- 

Tel 61 50 61 




BALKAN AM NEIGHBOURS NIM 

Thursday, 13 April 1995 

Live Band 


Special Event With Balkan And Greek Music 
Ticket: JD 12.000/person . Limited Seating 


Regular Knner J0 ; 



preC tsioti 

TtfjortoS* 

Alter** 1011 * 



ENGLISH 

SPEAKING 

STAFF 


ptoMon a, Memories 

ito 





Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle 

674563- 674551 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 










is Sports 

Kingdom’s Davis Cup team 
leaves for Dubai today 
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By Aieen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — It is again the 
time of the year when the 
Davis Cup competition 
makes tennis world head- 
lines. 

Led by veteran team 
member and 1993 Jordan 
Open champion, I mad Abu 
Hamda, Jordan's national 
tennis team Monday leaves ' 
for Dubai to take part in 
Asia/Oceania Zone Group 
3 competition which in- 
cludes Bangladesh, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Pacific Oceania 
and Lebanon. 

The round robin com- 
petition wiU be played on a 
daily two singles and one 
doubles match format over 
five days with only the top 
team in the group being 
promoted to Group 2 
whose winner is promoted 
to Group 1 before joining 
the prestegious World 
Group which includes the 
United States, Germany, 
Russia, Sweden and others. 

Jordan played in Group 2 
up until 1993 when they 
were relegated and stayed 
in the same group after 
team veterans Hani Al Ali 
and Imad Abu Hamda mis- 
sed the competition last 
year. 

Al Ali has since quit the 
game and is now member 
of the Jordan Tennis Fed- 
eration while Abu Hamda, . 
playing in his sixth Davis 
Cup tie, will team up with 
Fans Azzouni, Khalcd Al 
Husseini, and Khaled Nafa' 
for the competition. Team 
captain is Talal Maher. In- 
formed sources told the 
Jordan Times that coach 
Yousef Oreibi would not 
be accompanying the team. 
Oreibi could not be* 
reached for comment. 


Imad Aba Hamda 

with the Jordan Times. 
Abu Hamda voiced optim- 
ism that Jordan would 
score satisfactory results. 

*T think we will do well if 
we get off to a good start 
(against Bangladesh), but it 
will take a lot of effort," he 
said, alluding to the fact 
that he and Azzouni would 
be playing singles matches . 
and himself later teaming 


Fails Al Azzouni 

up with Husseini or 
Azzouni for the doubles 
match on the same day. 

The hectic schedule with 
the humid weather in the 
UAE is bound to affect the 
players who will have less 
than a day to adapt to the 
courts and conditions be- 
fore matches begin 
Wednesday. 


In a telephone interview Wednesday. 

= VACANCY WANTED — — 

Jordanian national with the following qualifications 
seeks job with a regional or international firm: 

- British graduate. 

-13 years' -experience in chemical industry (Senior 

•’pOSt) ■‘•-•r: • •• ■ ‘ 

- Excellent contacts with local and Middle Eastern 
firms 

- Excellent skills in top management, marketing, 
sales and purchasing 

Interested parties please fax 656338 

Books are the treasured wealth of the world and the 
fit inheritance of generations and nations. 

Henry David Thoreau, Walden 
If you love books, you will love the 
Philadelphia. 

Come and join us in a friendly and 
relaxed atmosphere in the company of 
Christian and Alexandria. 

Philadelphia Bookstore I 

Wasfi Al Tal Street (Gardens) facing the 
mosque. 

Tel. 605861 

INVESTMENT IN TOURISM PROJECTS 
ON THE EASTERN DEAD SEASHORE 

The Ministry of Water and Irrigation - Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) is conducting engineering studies for the 
following areas on the Eastern Dead Sea Shore. 

- Suweimeh 

- Zara I 

- And other areas/Dead Sea. 

Jordan Valley Authority will start soon receiving applica- 
tions from investors who wish to invest in the Tourism 
Sector as part of Suweimeh's First Stage tourism develop- 
ment projects. Advertisement on other areas tor develop- 
ment will be made iater as soon as engineering studies 
are completed. 

Qualified, experienced. and financially capable parties 
need only apply regardless of their nationality, and are 
invited to contact JVA offices/Department of Rural De- 
velopment to obtain necessary information and fill special 
application forms. JVA will study such applications and i 
determine preliminary appropriate locations for the prop- 1 
osed projects as a First Stage. j 

The next step would be to get necessary approvals from 
the JVA Board of Directors and Cabinet of Ministers. 

Services such as restaurants, petrol stations, commercial 
buildings and others are not included in the present stage, 
but will be advertised at a later date. 

JVA has available specially prepared application 
forms. 

Submission of completed forms to the JVA shall 
start on Saturday 15/4/1995 and end at noon on 


Monday 15/5/1995. 


Secretary General 
Eng. Hashlm Shboul 


Cflcma Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Abu Hamda, who 
might be playing his last 
Davis Cup as he will 
leave for the U.S. soon 
to pursue his medical 
career, told the Jordan 
Times that the team had 

S ractised well and that 
e had greatly benefited 
from a concentrated 10- 
day practice session at 
the Bruguera Training 
Camp in Spain. 

The other singles play- 
er, Azzouni, has played 
Davis Cup before and is 
expected to be an asset 
for the team. However 
the other two players 
will be playing their first 
Davis Cup. 

Husseini who attends 
university in the U.S. 
just recently came back 
to Amman and is consi- 
dered a good doubles 
player, while the fourth 
member of the team 
Nafa’ is just 15 year-old 
and lacks competitive 
match experience. 

While the team mem- 
bers feel they have prac- 
tised well and even re- 
ceived sponsorship from 
Al Amir Sports, the 
agents of Pnnce tennis 
equipment in Jordan, 
they undoubtedly lack 
recent competitive 
match experience that 
would put them in the 
mood for competition, 
and show any flaws in 
their training and tactics 
before the actual com- 
petition — something 
players of all sports but 
especially the tennis 
team has always lacked 
over the years. 

More than 115 nations 
play Uie Davis Cup every 
year. The Asia/Oceania 
Zone Group 3 tournament 
in Dubai is one of the 
largest as 13 nations will be 
playing 108 matches at one 
single venue. 

Brunei, Bahrain, Singa- 
pore, Syria, Oman, Kuwait 
and Kazakhstan are in 
Group A, while the five . 
other., aforementioned: 

. teaips will be playng along- 
side Jordan’s team in 
Group B. 



-RJ TO BACK EQUESTRIAN SPORTS: Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia Bint Al H ossein on Sunday discuses 
with Nader Dahabi director general and chief executive 
officer of Royal Jordanian (RJ) the prospect of having the 
national air carrier support the activities of the Jordanian 
Equestrian Sports Federation and the Royal Jordanian 
Arabian Horse Society. Mr. Dahabi voiced RJ’s readiness to 
cooperate with the federation and the society. Princess Alia 
was accompanied at the meeting by federation president 
RabP Al Hasbem. _ 

Nantes into orbit 
as PSG tumble 


PARIS (AFP) — Nantes. 
France'* unbeaten league 
leaders, were comfortable 2-0 
winners over bottom dub 
Sochaux on Saturday night, 
but Paris St. Germain's dis- 
■ mal week continued with 
1 another defeat here. 

Nantes widened the gap at 
the top to 12 points after the 
win. secured by Japhet 
N'Dorum and French inter- 
national striker Nicolas 
Oudec. as second-placed 
Lyon drew 1-1 with Kens on 
Friday- night. 

With six matches to play. 
Nantes are almost certain to 
replace PSG as champions — 
only the mathematics pre- 
vents them being crowned 
already. 

PSG coach Luis Fernandez 
paid the price for resting all 
nut two of the side who lost 
Ml to AC Milan in the Euro- 
pean Cup semi-final, first leg 
at the Parc des Princes on 
Wednesday night. 

The reduced strength 
squad went down 3-2 to Nice. 

PSG started brightly and 
even took the lead through 
Pascal Nouma. But poor de- 
fensive work saw the visitors 
put three past reserve keeper 
LUC Borrelli — the first an 
own goal — before Brazilian 
Rai salvaged some Parisian 
pride with a last minute 
strike. 

Despite the goal, the home 
crbwd vyho had been baying 
for star strikes George WeaTi 
and DaVid Ginola to take the 
pitch, responded by whistling 


■ FOR RENt 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom. K & B. 
it One bedroom living room K & B. 

☆ Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.: 667862/642351 


A NEW ONE-FLOOR FLAT 

At Sweifieh area. 330 sq.m., 4 bedrooms with 2 
masters, 2 big living/sitting rooms, unfurnished 
kitchen, 2 balconies, storage and maid rooms. 

Interested only pis. call 645771 


REQUIRED 

Teachers of English for summer school. English 
native speakers “preferably graduates” to 
teach children and adults. 

For further Information, please call TeL No. 
680726, between 10 ajm. and 4 pjn. 


II The British Council 

Enjoying Literature Series 

presents 

Dr Nicholas Linfield 

To Rhyme or not to Rhyme 

Dr Linfield of the Jordan University for 
Women has taught English Literature to non- 
native speakers, both at the secondary and 
university levels and has an international 
teaching experience. 

Monday April 10 at 5:00pm, 

Rfgrimi m England « a danry no 200131 


their team off the pitch. 

Fernandez defended his 
team selection, saying: “It 
wasn't a B team. They had all 
played in the championship 
before, but tonight we just 
weren't there." 

But he admitted the title 
was already destined for 
Nantes. 

"The other players need 
time to rest. There's no point 
going all out in this cham- 
pionship. There's stil the 
French Cup. the League Cup 
and the chance of going to 
Milan and winning. That's 
my aim." 

Olympique Marseille, who 
went’into receivership on Fri- 
day. showed their fighting 
spirit by going top of the 
second division thanks to Ir- 
ish international striker Tony 
Cascarino. 

The Irishman's header 
opened the scoring in a 2-1 
win over Nimes which put 
Marseille ahead of Guing- 
amp on goal average. 

Navratilova 
to team with 
Graf for 
Wimbledon 
doubles 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Martina Navratiloval and 
Steffi Graf, who faced each 
other on centre court in three 
consecutive Wimbledon fin- 
als in the 19S0s, will team up 
to play doubles at Wimble- 
don this year, a spokes- 
woman for Navratilova's 
agent, IMG. said Saturday. 

Linda Dozoretz of IMG 
said the 38-year-old Navrati- 
lova was excited by the pros- 
pect of returning to Wimble- 
don with former rival Graf, 
who will regain her world 
number one ranking Mon- 
day. 

Navratilova retired from 
singles competition amid 
much fanfare at the end of 
the 1994 season. She left 
Wimbledon on a high note 
last year with a stirring run to 
the final, falling just short of 
her 10th Wimbledon singles 
title with a loss to Conchita 
Martinez. 

Navratilova, who is parrici- 
pating in a women's 
“Legends” Tour with other 
retired tennis greats, will be 
going for her eighth women’s 
doubles title at Wimbledon 
this summer, she won five 
times with Pam Shriver and 
once each with Chris Evert 
and Billie Jean King, 
i Graf, who rarely plays 
doubles these days, teamed 
with Gabriela Sabatini to 
claim the Wimbledon crown 
in 1988, the same year Graf 
won all four Grand Slam 
singles titles and an Olympic 
gold medal. 

Dozoretz said Navratilova 
had planned to make the 
-announcement of her return 
to Wimbledon later this 
month at the fed Cup, where 
she will play doubles for the 
United States. But word of 
the superstar pairing began to 
leak out this weekend at the 
Legends venue. 

She said Graf and Navrati- 
lova had practiced together 
last year at Wimbledon. 

They met in the Wimble- 
don singles final in 1987. 1988 
and 1989 with Navratilova 
the first and Graf the next 
two. 


Newcastle head for Europe 
as Forest struggle 




LONDON (AFPj — In a 
reduced Premiership prog- 
ramme enforced by Sunday's 
FA Cup semi-finals. Kevin 
Keegan's Newcastle took 
centre-stage on Saturday to 
reinforce their European 
credentials with a 3-0 win 
over Norwich. 

Peter Beardsley was the 
chief excecutioner. deepen- 
ing the Canaries' relegation 
worries with two fkst-half 
goals. 

But fourth-placed Notting- 
ham Forest, also looking to 
qualify for Europe next sea- 
son. stalled to a 1-1 draw 
against relegation candidates 
West Ham. 

Newcastle are now on 67 
points, to Manchester Un- 
ited's 74 and leaders Black- 
burn on 82. 

Norwich, struggling for 
survival after a dire run of 
form that has seen them 
plunge from Euro hopefuls to 
relegation candidates, have 
taken just eight ponits from a 
possible 42 since the New 
Year. 

It was not long before they 
in trouble at St. James' Park 
with England ace Beardsley 
making no mistake from the 
penalty spot after just eight 
minutes when Paul Kitson 
was upended by Jon 
Newsome. 

Beardsley made it 2-0 three 
minutes before the break 
with a superb strike from 30 
yards before the Magpies in- 
creased their lead in the 
second half when Kitson. 
latching onto a through ball 
as the defence stood and 
stared, coolly ran in the third. 

“You have heard it from 
me all before.” said Keegan 
when asked about another 
golden goal from Beardsley. 
“I should put a recording on 
and just play that every time. 

“We are on course to beat 
our ponits record from last 
season. That will be some- 
thing for me to hang onto 


when people say webave not 
won anything again this 
season." 

Forest, with a run of five 
successive wins, looked cer- 
tain to crush third-bottom 
West Ham at the City 
ground. 

Instead they needed a late 
equaliser from Stan Collv- 
more — his 22nd goal of the 
season — to earn the draw. 

Julian Dicks' stunning 
second-half free-kick, a left 
foot drive into the top right 
corner after 67 minutes, put 
his side ahead with his fourth 
goal of the season, while at 
the other end Mark Rieper. a 
defender on loan from Dan- 
ish club Brondby. was out- 
standing. 

Rieper shackled in-form 
Collvmore and Dutch inter- 
national Brian Roy so effec- 
tively that the Hammers 
looked sure to steal all the . 
ponits. especially after Riep- 
er hooked a ball off the line 
when Forest looked certain 
to level. 

But in the end Collvmore. 
who grabbed a double along 
with Roy in the 7-1 win over 
Sheffield Wednesday last 
week, poached the equaliser 
10 minutes from time. 

Forest manager Frank was 
relieved to see "his side main- 
tain their unbeaten eight- 
match run but said: “It never 
really got going for us today. 

“I feared that would be the 
case after the result last 
week. 1 certainly didn't ex- 
pect another seven but 
maybe the crowd did. 

"We're still in a good posi- 
tion for Europe and it would 
be a wonderful reward for the 
players in the first season 
back in the Premier.” added 
Clark. 

Third-bottom West Ham 
now face Premiership leaders 
Blackburn, champions Man- 
chester United and League 
Cup winners Liverpool dur- 


ing their final run-in to the. ■ 
end of the season, but mana- 
ger Harry Redknapp insisted: 

"We will stay up. Five of 
our last seven games are aj 
home and we’ve only lost on$ 
of our five matches." 

Arsenal, still not entirely * 
clear of relegation trouble,, 
were dealt a 3-1 thrashin‘| 
from London rivals QPR ju§t 
two days' after the Gunners'! 
Cup Winners Cup semi-final 
first- leg 3-2 against Samp, 
doria at Highbury. 

Arsenal fell behind to. 
Andrew Impey's 28th minute 
strike at Loftus Road and 
further goals after the break' 
from Kevin Gallen and Kail 
Ready settled the issue. 

There was a consolation, 
goal for Arsenal captain 
Tony Adams with five mi- 
nutes to go as his side’ 
slumped to 12th in the table. 

Arsenal wanted the match' 
put back 24 hours because of' 
the demanding Cup Winners'- - 
Cup victory but Rangers re-, 
fused. 

Manager Stewart Houston 
admitted: "We looked tired, 
from the start. I believe that 
before the season began' 
there was a gentleman's 
agreement between clubs to 4 
move fixtures after European, 
games. Thar has not been, 
upheld. 

.“We have four league 
games to play before tKe.l 
second leg with Sampdorial, 
The Italians only have two,*, 
sometimes you wonder how.' 
the fixtures pan out.” 

The other Premiership 
match saw Sheffield Wednesr-; 
day see off Leicester 1-0 ttj.' 
creep back in the top ten. 

The win was an impressive, 
show of resilience by- 
Wednesday. who bounced.- 
back from the horror 7-1 de’-,. 
feat against Forest on the , 
back of former Aston Villa- 
striker Guy Whittinghamls.i 
39th minute winner from a 
header. 
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Martina Navratilova 
Martina loses to Evert 

In Wesley Chapel, Honda, 
Martina Navratilova was shut 
out on the clay courts of 
saddlebrook reson on Satur- 
day. losing two doubles 
matches and a singles match- 
up with longtime rival Chris 
Evert. 

In the first stop on the 
Virginia Slims Legends Tour 
featuring former tenis stars, 
Navratilova and Francoise 
Durr fell 6-4 to Tracy Austin 
and Betty Stove. Then they 
were whipped 6-2 by Evert 
and Hana Mamdlikova. 

Later, Evert beat Navrati- 


lova in three pro sets 7-3. 6-7, 
7-6, the first player to reach 
seven points is the winner. 

*Tve been playing on hard 
courts. I haven’t played that 
much on clay,” Navratilova 
said. “But I thought I got 
better as I went on." 

Team Evert — Mandliko- 
va, Olga Morozova and Evert 
— dominated the round- 
robin action, going undefe- 
ated in their matches. 

In the semifinal. Evert will 
team up with Morozova to 
take on Austin and Stove. 

Navratilova and Durr will 
face Bille Jean King and 
Wendy Turnbull in the other 


semifinal. , '• . 

“We wanted people to see ; ... r 
that we can still play,” Navra- !■ * 
tilova said. * 

The Evert -Navratilova r . 
singles shootout was the high; 
light of the day, offering the ! • 
rebirth of one of the best 
rivalries in sports history. . ; 
The match was indicative 

of their close encounters dorr I' 

ing the 1970s and 198&: ■ 
Evert, despite being' retire® r 
from the Women’s- Tennft . 
Association Tour for five Jy*:. 
years, looked sharper than \\ 
Navratilova, who retired at- ‘ 
ter the Virginia Slims ChanF , „ ■■ 
pionships last November. » * 


PLAZA 


Tom Hanks 
In 

Forrest Gump 

Shows: I2J0, 3:15, 6:15. 9:15 


JaJa Fahmi, kamal ShinnawJ 
Najah Al Mawji .... In 

TATA WARIKA 
AND MR. KATHEM 

shows. 1 2:30, 3:30.5:00.6:30, 8:30, 1030 


Tel.: 699238 Gnema Tel.: 677420 

COMCORP 


CONCORD *V 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadfleh 

Shows: 1230. 3:15, 6:00. 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD ‘2* 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

. STREET fighter 

Shows: 1130. 3:30, 5:45, 13:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 


Musa Hijazin “SunTa" 

In the political satire 

HI Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 
me theatre doses on Monday 

— Haifa Al Agha In the 
children’s play 

** Sa'di's nature ☆☆ 


Tel.: 675571 Nabil & Htaham's Tel.: 6Ht 

itobC Al Mashtari Thaatra AM LAN THBATU 

Shows of “Qirbeh 
Makhzouqa” will 
be stopped from 

now until further For reservation, please eel 

notice. szsiss 

The theatre Is closed 
Saturdays & Sunday* 
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AMELIA ISLAND (Agen- 
t ' '".•'•n jigs) — Top-seeded JTonchira 
■'^ vlartinez and second-seeded 
. - Lr jabriela Sabatini will face 
'’:?.:ach other for the I4th time 
J‘ •' n their career in the $130.U0U 
' 3 a use h Lomb championships 

!l ; inal. 

"-s-l. The seventh-ranked Saba- 
“ ' \-j n | of Argentina earned her 
-f — .vinal berth with a 6-3, 6-2 
V semifinal victory over eighth- 
Speeded Sabine Hack of Ger- 
i’.v.nany. 

Ranked fourth in the 
-'■-.ji/orld. Martinez of Spain 
T " 'moved into the final with a 
• . '[ >2. 6*3 win over third-seeded 
; viagadalena Maleeva of Bul- 
*aria. 

• - " Sabatini leads Martinez 9-4 

.• ’ in their career head-to-head, 
ti U i the Spaniard has won two 
■’ jf their last three meetings. 
, . ‘ Tiie last time they played was 
!■-' . at the German Open in 1993. 

While Martinez will be 
• . ximpeting in her first final at 
.‘Amelia Island, Sabatini is 
jractically a regular in the 
'vmals here. The Argentine 
ias played here for II 
V;? 'straight years has been in the 
"Inals six times, including the 
; ':ast four years and has won 
he title in 1992. 1991 and 
- '. -1989. 

“It's my home.** Sabatini 
‘. aid of the picturesque sta- 
‘ Jium court. *T think I'll bring 
my bed out here.** 

Sabatini. who has beaten 
• ‘■.he 27th-ranked back both 
’ --rimes they have played, raced 
\ so 4-0 in the first set. But 
- ■ .despite the quick lead. Saba- 
. tirii was feeling low on energy 
: h-in the first set. 

Serving for the set at I5-J5 
in the ninth game. Sabatini 
asked the umpire to call for 
.- -the trainer to come on-court 
; during the next changeover. 

• After closing-out the it with 
-in ace. the trainer gave Saba- 

: ; :ini an electrolyte reple- 
. itshing drink and a plastic 
. --nag of ice to hold on her 
. -. i£ck. 

• "I was a little weak .** Saba- 
ini said. “I started to feel it 

the first set after a few 
l^^mes." 

. : ^Despite not feeling well in 
\he first set. Sabatini played 
.. til excellent match and 
..C.^CTved very well. 

’"Jt was like I had total 
•Control of the serve, knew 
Svhere I wanted the serve to 
o and the ball went right 
,iere." Sabarini said. 

'.In the second set. Sabatini 
ltso successfully used the 
r . drop shot to force back away 
■^frbm the baseline. 

# After back held serve at 
^love in the third game of the 
^second set, Sabatini won the 
.fnext five to take the match. 
?. "She’s something of a 

egend and I did have a little 
-espect for her.” Hack said of 
Sabatini. 

Martinez now has a 4-0 
.winning edge over the ninth- 
ahked Maleeva in career 
■ meetings. They played in last 
week's Hilton Head final 
vhere Martinez won- even 
:asier with a 6-1. 6-1 score. 

■f won a few more games 
han last week.** Maleeva 
aid. "I don't think I*m 
.loomed against her every- 


time we ir play. " 

Since Martinez, the reign- 
ing Wimbledon champion, is 
playing such sharp and con- 
sistent tennis. Maleeva was 
forced into trying a variety of 
tactics. Although her varied 
efforts — coming in to the 
net. belting groundstrokes. 
trying drop shots — didn't 
work. Maleeva deserves cre- 
dit for exhausting her op- 
tions. 

"I played a good match 
and she's a dangerous play- 
er. ’.* Martinez said. "I think 
she got a little desperate 
when I just kept in there." 

Martinez, who only made 
10 unforced errors in the 
match, forced Maleeva into 
executing 34 unforced errors. 

Martinez had a 5-0 lead 
before Maleeva won the next 
two games in the first set. 

in the second set. Martinez 
was serving for the match at 

5- 2. But Maleeva held off the 
Spaniard for one more game 
when she hit a blistering 
groundstroke down the line 
on her second break point. 

Muster ousts Sanchez 

In Lisbnon. Portugal, 
third-seeded Austrian Tho- 
mas Muster ousted Spanish 
veteran Emilio Sanchez 6-2. 

6- 4 Saturday in the $575 .(XV) 
Estoril Open, setting up a 
final meeting with unseeded 
Alberto Costa. 

Costa, who upset second- 
seed Ukrainian Andrei Med- 
vedev in Friday's quarterfin- 
als. routed France's Fabrice 
Santoro 6-1. 6-0 in the other 
match. 

The 1993 European junior 
champion and ranked 58th by 
the ATP tour. Costa took 
only ‘56 minutes to beat San- 
toro. a Frenchman ranked 
seven places higher than him. 

Muster took" a little more 
time against the 29- year-old 
Sanchez, winning in 69 mi- 
nutes under blazing sun on 
the center courf of the 
National Stadium between 
Lisbon and the Riviera resort 
of Estoril. 

It was the 27-year-old Au- 
strian's first ever victory over 
Sanchez on clay, although 
Muster beat the Spaniard 
once in five sets on a slower, 
surface in a 1990 Davis Cup 
tie. 

Seeded players have fared 
badly in this year's fifth 
_ Estoril Open. 

Favourite Alberto Be- 
rasategui of Spain bowed out 
in the first round against un- 
seeded local hero Nuno Mar- 
ques. as did last year's winner 
and eighth seed. Spaniard 
Carlos Costa, who lost to 
American Bryan Shelton. 

All other seeds bar Med- 
vedev bowed out in the 
second round and Medvedev 
fell 6-3. 6-2 to finalist Costa 
in the quarterfinals. 

In doubles. Russian top- 
seeds Yevgeni Kafelnikov 
and Andrei Olhovsky will 
face German Marc Goeliner 
and Italian Diego Nargiso in 
the final. 

Kafelnikov and Olhovsky 
beat Spaniards Sergio Casal 
and Emilio Sanchez in the 
semifinal’s 4-6. 7-5. 6-4. 


DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 
IN ABDOUN 

American system. 500 sq. metres. 

Consists of 3 bedrooms - large salon. 3 bathrooms, 
dining room, modern kitchen - garage. Tel. and 
garden. Near American Embassy. 

Please contact Tel. 893435 Mr. Michel 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAMF 
i TANMAH HIRSCH 
Cl 88* Tim Hm SM*. UK. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

available— lathis cast three spades. 



Q. I— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AK TJ96 v73 *AKJ872 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

- 1 * Pan 1 * Pan 

e 

What do you bid now? 

A.— You have a concentration ol 
Ugh cards in your long suit and the 
. ace and Icing on the side ate in the 
saiM suit. That makes your hand 

- even better than the 16 points h 
- counts in high cards. An invitation- 
. aljurnp to three dubs describes tha 

Mad nicely. 

0-2— Both vulnerable, as South 
you both 

*AQ9M2 ?&Q3 vQl05 *7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

: South Went North East 
■ 1* Pan 2? Pan 

__ What do you bid now? 

^ A_ — You are tom between two 

- ’ bids— a rehid of your spades and s 
_ raise of partner's hearts. Since you 

. ire better w»nWn«m end 

might have trouble convincing part- 
ner of the quality of yoar heart sup- 
port if you delay the raise, our 
Choke would be three hearts— you 
know you have an eight-card fit. 


| Q .3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
/you hold: 

*AK93 TK108 vAK7 *KQ4 
___ The bidding has proceeded: 

. i South Wnt North East 

T®* ] g#*, 2 W P* 88 37 p «» 

ooiit JcSl £ A^What do you bid now? 

“ — A A. — That depends on your ao- 

* trump range. If it is 22-24, you have 

a minimum for your bid ana should 
, Ido no more than raise to four 
.< 08 ** bean*. U you play 21 - 22 , than you 
r bivt fa nbyrhin? nuKri^v” 1 and cu 

1 - ^ show it with the cheapest cue-bid 



Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
yon hold: 

*Q662 TQ84 vA876 *K5 
Partner opens with a demand bid of 
two hearts. What do you respond? 
A. — While you have a balanced 
hand with stoppers in alL suits, part- 
ner almost surely is unbalanced. 
Therefore, don't even think of bid- 
ding some number of do trump now. 
Your first chore is to set the trump 
suit, so raise to three hearts. 

Q.6 — As Sooth, vulnerable, you 
bokt 

*Qfl76 7A985 £96 *848 
The bidding has proceeded; 

East Sooth West North 

Pm Pan 1 * 1 * 

t y ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — While you don’t hove much, 
you should treat partner 1 * overcall 
as if it were an opening bid. Hod 
partner opened one spade you 
would surely raise to two spades, so 
make that bid now. 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q7 79 vQJI0682 *Q6fi2 

The bidding has proceeded 
North Bait South West 

1 * Pass 1 ■: Pans 

2 NT Peas 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Your values ore soft, but game 
is not going to depend ou whether 
you have 7 or 9 points, or hard or 
soft vain—- The key to the outcome 
is whober partner can set up and 
run your dtamnnefa Your queen of 
dubs quite EWy is an entry and the 
ten of diamonds is a big card. We 
would gamble out three no trump. 
Don't even think about five of a . 


Tyson’s 

targets: 

McCall 

and 

Seldon 

LAS VEGAS (AFP) — Oliv- 
er McCall and Brace Seldon 
won world heavyweight titles 
•here Saturday. laking their 
place as [he prime targets in 
Mike Tyson's comeback bid. 

McCall looked sluggish but 
remained the World Boxing 
Council champion by taking a 
unanimous but narrow deci- 
sion over 45-year-old former 
champion Larry Holmes, 
who retired after the loss. 

"He gave me one hell of a 
battle." McCall said after his 
first title defence. "He had a 
good jab. But if you count. I 
had a better jab." 

Seldon won by technical 
knockout over ex-chump 
Tony Tucker after seven 
rounds for the vacant World 
Boxing Association crown 
stripped from George Fore- 
man last month. 

Both winners become con- 
tenders for an eventual big- 
money fight against ex-cham- 
pion Tyson, who is readying 
to comeback bid after serving 
a three-year prison term for 
rape. 

"We might have them fight 
each other to unify the titles 
and the winner fight Tyson." 
promoter Don King said. 
"(Separate fights) might be 
the way we go. Tyson is the 
boss. I will march to his 
orders.” 

King said a title fight be- 
tween McCall and England's 
Frank Bruno is another possi- . 
biliiy. But Tyson's desires 
will get top priority. 

"The fans of the world are 
waiting for Tyson with a hun- 
ger and insatiable appetite." 

Tyson's former sparring 
partner McCall won judge ‘s 
decisions by 1 14-1 13. 115-114 
and 115-112. He rose to 26-5 
despite fighting at Holmes' 
pace much of the bout, even 
looking away at times due to 
his ego. 

"That was a little overcon- 
fidence on my pan." McCall 
said. "A sparring partner . 
would not look over. But a 



WBC heavyweight champion Oliver McCall (right) of the C.S. and 45-year-old challenger Larry Holmes exchange punches in their April 
8 title bout at Caesars Palace in Las Vegas (AFP photo) 


superstar can do (hose things. 
It's the last time though. I 
can't do that against Tyson." 

Holmes, controlled the 
pace of the fight from the 
start, keeping McCall off ba- 
lance with his strong right 
hand. Holmes spent the first 
two rounds at a plodding 
puce and the next two in the 
corners. 

The elder fighter began the 
middle rounds with" hard, 
quick flurries and spent the 
latter halves of rounds near 
the ropes to conserve energy. 

Holmes stayed in conten- 
tion until the ninth round, 
when a left jab caught him as 
he was backpedalling to a 
corner and opened a deep 
gash under his left eye. 
McCall never put Holmes 
away, but the ex-champ had 
no strength for the knockout 
blow he" needed to win. 

"There's no sense in me 
going on anymore." said 
Holmes, who finished 61-5. 
"I had my opportunity. 

Seldon took the WBA 


crown left vacant when 46- 
year-old Foreman chose not 
to fight Tucker. 

- Seldon scored a technical 
knockout when ring doctor 
Flip Homansky stopped the 
bout after the seventh round. 
Seldon rose to 32-3 with 28 
knockouts. Tucker fell to 52- 
3. 

"I was focused and deter- 
mined to win this battle." 
Seldon said. "It rook an aw- 
ful lot out of me. He stung 
me real good. He hurt me a 
little bit." 

The physician was worried 
about Tucker's left eye. 
which had been swollen shut 
for the final four rounds. 
Homansky feared there were 
bone fragments in Tucker's 
eye from a possible broken 
nose. 

"I was concerned more for 
his eyesight than his title 
■shot." said Homansky. who 
conferred briefly with referee' 
Mills Lane hefore telling,. 
Tucker. "That’s it son." ’ 

Tucker, whose other 4 jvo 


losses came in world title 
bouts, was sitting on the stool 
in his corner when the verdict 
came. Already slowed by Sel- 
don. he was stunned by the 
decision. 

“Don't let it happen like 
this man. It can't end like 
this." pleaded Tucker, who 
protested the result. 

"The doctor did not give 
me any indication at all he 
was going to stop the fight." 
Tucker said. "I was waiting 
to get him in the- later rounds' 
What the hell is going on with 
boxing?" 

Seldon heard Tucker's 
complaints and said. "Come 
on man. it's a sport, ” to 
which Tucker replied. "Give 
me a rematch man. because 
you know that was wrong." 

Such a fight is unlikely, 
because the triumph puts Sel- 
don. 28. on a path that might 
lead to a multi-million-dollar 
title bout against Tyson with- 
. in a- year. / ' 

* Promoter Doir1tjng\$did 
he would call for a rematch, if 


a medical examination 
showed no sign of bone chips 
in Tucker's eye. 

Seldon started strong and 
pressed the attack most of the 
fight, answering the occasion- 
al big punch from Tucker in 
later rounds with flurries of 
his own. keeping the larger 
ex-champion at nay. 

Tucker. 36. is out of the 
title picture. He remains the 
shortest-lived heavyweight 
champion ever at 63 days, 
losing his title to Tyson and 
later dropping a 1993 title 
fight with Lennox Lewis. 

Chavez retains title 

Julio Cesar Chavez suc- 
cessfully defended his World 
Boxing super lightweight title 
here Saturday, taking a 
unanimous decision over 
1988 Olympic gold medalist 
Giovanni Purisi of Italy. 

Chavez, in the 33rd title 
fight of his 15-year career, 
rose.tp 94-1 with one draw by 
overpowering Parisi. who fell 


"It was a good victory." 
Chavez said. "I was in con- 
trol the whole way." 

Judges gave Chavez the 
fight bv scores of 120-107. 
118-109' and 118-109. 

The fijjht was among three 
world title bouts o'n the 
undercard of two world 
heavyweight title matchups. 

In the others. Luis Santana 
won while flat on his back in 
the second straight fight 
against Terry Norris after an 
illegal blow and Puerto 
Rico's unbeaten Felix Trini- 
dad kept his International 
Boxing Federation welter- 
weight title for the sixth time, 
beating U.S. fighter Roger 
Turner by technical knockout 
at 2:28 of the second round. 

Chavez dominated his 
fight, even taunting Paris 
through the final three 
rounds. Chavez dropped his 
gloves, stuck his chin out 
unprotected and even 
pointed at his chin to antago- 
nise Parisi though he could 
not knock him out. 


Philadelphia defeat Orlando 109-99; Spurs, N.Y. win 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Dana Barros had 25 points, 
15 assists and a career-high 10 
rebounds as Philadelphia 
handed Orlando its second 
straight loss, 109-99 Saturday 
night. 

Rookie Derrick Alston had 
a career-high 22 points for 
Philadelphia, while shawn 
bradley had 19 points and six 
blocks. The 76ers. who have 
the second-worst record in 
the Eastern Conference, had 
lost eight in a row to the 
Magjc. which has the second- 
best record in the NBA. 

Horace Grant had 25 
points and 14 rebounds for 
Orlando, while Shaquille 
O’Neal had 23 points and 12 
rebounds. The Magic, who 
played without starters 
Anfernee Hardaway and 
Nick Anderson, have lost 13 
of their last 16 road games. 
Nets 103, Heat 93: At East 
Rutherford. New Jersey, 
Armon Gilliam scored a 
season-high 33 points as New 
Jersey snappea a six-game 
losing streak and kept its slim 
playoff hopes alive. 

The Nets, playing without 
injured starters Derrick Cole- 
man, Chris Morris and Ken- 
ny Anderson, moved to with- 
in 3 games of idle Boston for 
the eighth and final playoff 
spot in the Eastern Confer- 
ence. Miami, which has lost 


three of its last four. Trails 
the Celtics by three games. 

Gilliam, who also grabbed 
15 rebounds, put the Nets 
ahead for good at the end of 
the third period with two free 
throws and a short turnar- 
ound for a 76-73 lead. 

Rex- Walters had a career- 
high 20 points for New 
Jersey, while Glen Rice led 
Miami with 19 points. 
Supersonics 125, mavericks 
98: At Dallas, four Seattle 
players scored at least 20 
points as the Supersonics 
snapped Dallas* five-game 
home winning streak. 

Detlef Schrempf scored 22 
points. Shawn Kemp and 
Gary Payton each had 21 and 
Sam Perkins got 20 to offset a 
career-high 31 points by Dal- 
las guard Lucious Harris. 

The Sonics broke the game 
open in the third quarter, 
outscoring the Mavericks 43- 
23 while making 17 of 19 
shots from the field. Kemp 


had 17 points and five dunks 
in the period for Seattle, 
which is 14-2 in its last 16 
games. 

Dallas got only 12 points 
from leading scorer Jamal 
Mashbum and the Mavericks 
lost coach Dick Motta with 
10:50 left in the third quarter 
when referee Terry Durham 
whistled Motta for his second 
technical of the game. 
Knkks 113, Pistons 96: At 
New York, Anthony Bonner 
scored a season-high 15 
points and his scrappy de- 
fence helped New York hold 
Detroit’s Grant Hill to just 
15. 

Patrick Ewing scored 19 
points to lead a balanced 
Knicks attack. Hubert Davis 
added 18 and John Starks 17. 

Allan Houston had 28 
points for Detroit, while Joe 
Dumars scored 18 of his 24 in 
the third quarter. 

The victory enabled the 
Knicks to open a 1-game lead 


over idle Indiana in the race 
for the second-best record in 
the Eastern Confemce. 
Spurs 112, Warriors 99: At 
Oakland. California. David 
Robinson scored 36 points 
and San Antonio set a team 
record with its 14th straight 
victory. 

Sean Elliott and Terry 
Cummings each had 19 points 
and Vinny Del Negro added 
18 as the Spurs remained the 
NBA’s honest team despite 
playing the last 11 games 


without injured Dennis Rod- 
man. The streak surpassed 
the previous franchise mark 
of 13 straight wins from Jan. 
22-Feb. 21, 1994. 

Clifford Rozier’s career- 
high 26 points led the War- 
riors, who again played with- 
out leading scorer Latrell 
Sprewell. Sprewell was due 
to return from a two-game 
suspension for missing a team 
function last Sunday but was 
held out of the game because 
of a sore right knee. 


Clippers 112, Kings 105, OT: 
At Sacramento, California, 
Tony Massenburg scored a 
career-high 26 points and the 
Los Angeles Clippers ended 
a 16-game road losing streak 
with a bizarre overtime vic- 
tory over Sacramento. 

Lamond Murray scored 19 
points and Pooh Richardson 
had 18 for the Clippers, who 
led by 13 points with 1:59 left 
in regulation before the 
Kings rallied to send its into 
overtime. 


New Jersey 
Philadelphia 
Seattle 
New York 
San Antonio 
L.A. Clippers 
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98 
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POSITION AVAILABLE 


A U.S. consulting company is looking for an Administrative Assistant for a 
large, USAID-funded project within the Ministry of Water and Irrigation . 

Duties include, but are not limited to, the following : 

Supervise administrative staff; coordinate contractual matters; work with the 
project accountant on financial activities; draft all administrative correspondence; 
prepare and edit all administrative reports; prepare bi-annual budgets; prepare 
and track management activity forecasts . 

Qualifications : 

B.A Degree in Business Management, Communications, Social Science, or 
appropriate discipline; at least 6 years professional experience, with experience in 
a supervisory position preferred; knowledge of AID and AID contract regulations; 
some accounting or financial management experience; experience producing and 
editing reports; knowledge of Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel required, electronic 
mail and project management systems preferred; interest in environmental issues; 
must be self-motivated and able to work independently; excellent written and 
spoken English communication skills. 

Please send resume to : 

DAI WQIC project, P.O.Box 851532. 

A1 Suwefiyab 11185. Amman . 

Closing date for resumes is April 23, 1995. ad. tech. 
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Draft election law ensures 
equality, Hammad says 


I£y Sa’eda Kilanl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of In- 
terior Salameh Hammad said 
Sunday the ministry had pre- 
pared a draft election law to 
facilitate electoral and reg- 
istration procedures but 
essentially based on the one- 
person. one-vote formula. 

Mr. Hammad said the one- 
person. one- vote formula 
would secure equality among 
all Jordanians and would en- 
sure better representation of 
all layers of the society. 

He said the number of vo- 
ters had dramatically in- 
creased in the 1993 par- 
liamentary elections, the first 
time Jordanians voted on the 
basis of the one-person, one- 
vote formula. 

The number of voters rose 
from 541,426 in 1989 to 
822,294 in 1993, Mr. Ham- 
mad said. He dismissed con- 
tentions that the current elec- 
tion law consecrate tribalism. 

“There are now 36 de- 
puties in Parliament who rep- 
resent political parties and 
eight others who have pan- 
Arab affiliations.” Mr. Ham- 
mad said. 

However, the draft law is 
not final and is subject to 
changes and amendments by 
specialists and deputies, he 
stressed. 

*Tm not in a position to 
defend the law. I am open to 
all suggestions,” Mr. Ham- 
mad said at a conference held 
at the: Royal Cultural Centre 
and organised by the Nation- 
al Society for Freedom and 
Democracy. 

“The draft law will be pre- 



Salamph Hamma d 

sented to Parliament. The 
amendments might not re- 
flect all points of view but 
they will certainly express the 
majority's,” the minister 
said. 

Mr. Hammad said it was 
important that a law corres- 
ponds to the Jordanian socie- 
ty's structure and orientation. 

On technical procedures 
that deal with registration 
and voting, Mr. Hammad 
said the ministry made sever- 
al proposals to overcome 
problems and complaints that 
surfaced in the 1993 elec- 
tions. 

• The ministry proposed to 
extend the registration period 
from 15 days — as in the 
current law — to five months. 

Former senator Husni 
Ayesh. who also addressed 
the gathering, said the period 


was too long and proposed 

that it be reduced. 

Mr. Hammad said the draft 
law will also facilitate transfer 
of voters from one district to 
another. He said voters will 
only be required to register 
their request at the civil sta- 
tus office and mil get instant 
approval if they meet the 
requirements. 

According to the draft law, 
the transfer does not necessi- 
tate the approval of the 
minister of interior as is the 
case in the current law. 

The minister also said that 
the ballot boxes will not be 
transferred from one place to 
another; the voting centre 
will also serve as the ballot- 
counting centre. 

Mr. Ayesh said there 
should be more freedom of 
expression to opposition in 
the Kingdom. He said that 
the status in Jordan was bet- 
ter than in many countries in 
the region but although 
democracy had been the 
Kingdom’s choice since its 
establishment it was not 
deep-rooted. 

Mr. Ayesh also said the 
National Charter — “that ex- 
pressed the different points 
of view of the different soda] 
layers” — was being ignored. 
He said the draft election law 
does not ensure equality 
among Jordanians. 

According to the human 
rights activist, some areas in 
the Kingdom that are densely 
populated are represented by 
one deputy while other areas 
with less population are rep- 
resented by two or three de- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Arabs go into U.N. debate 
divided over NPT extension 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
states will be divided in their 
vote on an extension of the 
N on-P roliferation Treaty 
(NPT) in New York despite 
Egypt’s campaign to forge an 
muted stand and insist Israel 
joins the nudear pact. 

Foreign ministers from 
Arab League countries meet- 
ing in Cairo in March conde- 
mned “the fait accompli 
Wtiiar holds all ‘'Middle East 
countries, except 1 'Israel, to 
comply to the non- 
proliferation regime” as “in- 
admissible.” 

However, they acknow- 
ledged there will be no “Arab 
vote” and that each country 
wfl] takes its own position at 
the United Nations confer- 
ence in New York from April 
17 to May 12. 

The United States and 
Europe want the assembly to 
pass an unlimited and uncon- 
ditional renfewal of the NPT. 

Out of the 22 Arab League 
members, 18 will be present 
in New York. Oman, the 
United -Arab Emirates, 

Bahrain and the Comoros Is- 
lands are not members of the 
treaty. 

A senior league offidal 
said several of the Gulf Arab 
states ^along with Tunisia and 
Mbrogra, intend to bend to 
American demands and join 
in an indefinite extension. 


Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fares fiourez revealed that 
Washington put “enormous 
pressure” on Arab states for 
their NPT vote. 

Egypt, backed by Syria, 
has been pushing Arab states 
for the past several months to 
refuse to sign an unlimited 
extension unless Israel coir- 
mits to joining the NPT. 

The Jewish state says it 
cannot sign die pact without 
first concluding a regional 
peace which includes Iran, 
Iraq and Libya, which it says 
threaten its existence. 

Egypt says Israel’s nudear 
arsenal, which Western ex- 
perts estimate at 200 war- 
heads, constitutes a direct 
threat to its security. It calls, 
for immediate negotiations to 
make the Middle East free of 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Cairo dismissed as “cosme- 
tic” a pledge Thursday by the 
five permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council in 
which they promised not to 
use nuclear weapons against 
any non-nuclear member na- 
tion of the NPT. 

It has asked for amend- 
ments to the draft containing 
“a dear indication of the 
mandatory action to be 
adopted by tbe Security 
Coundr if a non-nuclear 
state were to come under 
attack. 


In a meeting on Thursday 
in Paris, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa and his 
Israeli counterpart Shimon 
peres failed to reach a com- 
promise in their dispute as 
Washington had urged. 

Now Egyptian officials 
have adopted a more flexible 
approach. President Hosni 
Mubarak said in Washington 
on Wednesday that Egypt did 
not insist Israel “join the 
NPT now, or tomorrow.” 

While he would not com- 
mit to signing an unlimited 
extension, Mr. Mubarak 
promised not to lobby other 
states against it. 

“We understand Israel's 
security problems and we 
want to find solutions for 
them, but we cannot accept 
being under the Israeli nuc- 
lear threat indefinitely,” the 
head of the disarmament 
bureau of the foreign minis- 
try, Mahmoud Karem, told 
AFP. 

Jordanian Foreign Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti told 
reporters in Amman on Sun- 
day that Arab foreign minis- 
ters will meet in New York 
soon to discuss a common 
stand on tbe NPT. He did not 
say when the meeting wfl] 
take place. 


Iran said working with 
rebels to oust Saddam 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Iran, 
anticipating increasing Tur- 
kish involvement in northern 
Iraq, has launched a fresh 
effort with the main Iraqi 
opposition groups to topple 
President Saddam Hussein, a 
Kurdish rebel leader says. 

Jala! Talabani. head of Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK). told the London- 
based Arabic daily A I Hayat 
that Iranian authorities are 
working with both Kurds in 
the north and Shiite Muslim 
groups in the southern mar- 
ches. 

I ran backing to President 
Saddam's opponents, in par- 
ticular to Shiite groups, has 
new. been a secret. But it is 
the first time an opposition 
leader openly said Iran was 
involved in the attempt to 
remove President Saddam 
from power. 

“The Iraqi opposition 
groups have moved to the 
confrontation with Bagh- 
dad.*' Mr. Talabani said in an 
interview with the paper at 
his headquarters in the Kur- 
dish-controlled enclave in 
northern Iraq. 

He noted one reason for 
the Iranian push was that 
Turkey was seeking to re- 
: solve differences between 
, Iraq and the Kurds as a way 
to neutralise the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). which 
is carrying but a campaign 
against the Turkish govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Talabani. whose group 
. has been engaged in a bloody 
! feud with its main rival, the 


Kurdish Democratic Party, 
said the Iranians want the 
two groups to end their fight 
before launching their plans 
against President Saddam. 

“Tehran is trying a recon- 
ciliation between the Kurds 
so that they can join other 
Iraqi opposition forces in an 
action against Baghdad." he 
said. 

He said delegations from 
the two groups were in 
Tehran trying to end their 
differences. 

Last month Mr. Talabani’s 
rebels and fighters of the 
umbrella group, the Iraqi 
National Congress, launching 
a string of attacks against the 
army in the northern areas. 

The assaults were 
apparently part of a new 
opposition strategy backed 
by Mr. Talabani' aimed at 
putting pressure on the Iraqi 
army as a way to convince 
soldiers to defect to the re- 
bels. 

The attacks came to a halt 
after the Turkish incursion 
into northern Iraq late last 
month, which is aimed at 
denying the PKK a refuge. 

In Ankara, the PUK said 
Sunday it had agreed on a 
ceasefire with the KPP. a 
decision that could ease rhe 
way for Turkish troops to end 
the three-week-old drive into 
northern Iraq. 

Shazad Saib. the Ankara- 
based representative of the 
p UK. said his group wel- 
comed the two-week cease- 
fire declared on Friday by the 
KDP. 


Iraq orders 
ban on access 
to Americans' 
lawyer 


BAGHDAD ( AP) — Iraq on 
Sunday banned journalists 
from contacting a lawyer de- 
fending two Americans jailed 
for entering the country ille- 


•■Sfc 


ie Information Ministry 
also announced that 
Baghdad-based reporters and 
Iraqis working for Western 
news organisations would not 
be allowed to attend court 
proceedings when the Amer- 
icans appeal their conviction 
later this week. 

David Daliberti, 41, and 
William Barloon, 39, strayed 
into Iraq on March 13 while 
visiting friends at a United 
Nations post near the border. 

The pair, who worked for 
American defence contrac- 
tors in Kuwait, were con- 
victed and sentenced to eight 
years in prison on March 25. 

No explanation was given 
for the Information Minis- 
try's restrictions. But an offi- 
cial said violators will be bar- 
red from working in Iraq. 

The ban followed reports 
of difficult conditions in the 
maximum security prison of 
Abu Ghraib near Baghdad, 

Their lawyers, Khaled Jar- 
jees, said last week that the 
mefl had complained that 
their cell was too small and 
requested that they be moved 
to a larger room. 



Philippine navy personnel man machine guns as (hey patrol a rebel sanctuary south of die 

town of Ipil (AFP photo) 


Sporadic 
protests 
continue in 
Bahrain 

NICOSIA (Agencies) — 
Sporadic anti-government 

g ro tests continued in some of 
ahrain’s Shiite Muslim vil- 
lages over the weekend but 
the situation in the capital 
Manama and nearby areas 
was calm, residents said on 
Sunday. 

They said villagers in Kar- 
zakan and nearby Dumistan, 
20 kilometres southwest of 
Manama, blocked roads and 
burned tyres in the early 
hours of Saturday. Protests 
were also reported in the 
small village of Bori. 

A police helicopter was 
seen hovering over the area 
during the day and dozens of 
riot police rushed to the 
scene, they added. There 
were no immediate reports of 
casualties. 

But the situation in other 
areas was quiet with no re- 
ports of riots or arson 
attacks. Riot police, backed 
by armoured vebides. were 
seen patrolling the main road 
leading to villages west of 
Manama on Saturday, they 
said. 

Some shops, mainly in 
Shiite villages, observed a 
strike on Saturday in re- 
sponse to a call by an exiled 
opposition group to press for 
political reforms and protest 
against a government crack- 
down on dissidents. 

But the call was largely 
ignored in Manama where 
business life was normal, resi- 
dents said. They said about 
30 people were freed from 
detention two days ago but 
also reported new arrests. 

Hundreds of people have 
been detained in the four- 
month-old anti-government 
unrest in which at least 10 
civilians and three policemen 
have so far been reported 
killed. 

GCC to discuss unrest 

Interior ministers from the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) are to discuss 
political unrest in Bahrain at 
a special meeting in Manama 
on April 18, officials said 
Sunday. 

The ministers will also dis- 
cuss coordinating security 
measures in the region; 
Bahrain’s Deputy Interior 
Minister Ibrahim Ben 
Mohammad A1 Khalifa told 
the Saudi daily newspaper 
Okaz. 


Philippine army pursues 
drive against Abu Sayyaf 


SIOCON (Agencies) — Gov- 
ernment troops exchanged 
machine gunfire Sunday with 
extremists who sacked a town 
last week, but soldiers com- 
plained that logistic problems 
and other foulups were 
hampering efforts to catch 
the gunmen. 

Major Nehru Yurong;, a 
battalion commander, said at 
least 19 Abu Sayyaf gunmen 
had been killed in pursuit 
operations since an estimated 
200 gunmen attacked the 
town of Ipil, killing 53 peo- 
ple. Three government mili- 
tiamen have also been killed, 
he said. 

Maj. Yurong said the gun- 
men had split into at least 
three groups and were elud- 
ing troops in the rugged, 
forested mountains about 50 
kilometres west of Ipil. 

Air force helicopters rock- 
eted suspected Abu Sayyaf 
bands Sunday for a fourth 
straight day but it was unclear 
if the attacks resulted in 
casualties. Maj. Yurong said 
the gunmen have been plant- 
ing claymore mines along 
trails and booby-trapping 
their dead. 

Southern command milit- 
ary chief Major General 
Edgardo Batenga said the 
dead were 19 Abu Sayyaf 
gunmen, six government 
troops and five civilian hos-. 
tages believed shot dead by 
their fleeing captors. 

Two Abu Sayyaf gunmen 
were captured and are being 
questioned by the military, 
Gen. Batenga said. 

Although seven hostages 
were able to escape, the raid- 
ers still held 37 civilians, he 
told reporters. He said 7.000 
families in three towns have 
been forced to flee their 
homes. 

“It is hard to wipe them 
off. It’s just like guerrilla 
warfare,” he said in his head- 
quarters in Zamboanga City, 
100 kilometres south of Ipil. 
“Hopefully, we can make a 
turnaround within two 
months." 

Gen. Batenga, who took 
over from the relieved Briga- 
dier General Regino Lacson, 
said that between 160 to 175 
heavily armed Abu Sayyaf 
gunmen, aboard buses and 
boats joined in the raid on 
Ipil on Tuesday, but half of 
them managed to escape via 
the sea. 

President Fidel Ramos, a 
former military chief of staff 
and defence secretaiy. visited 
Ipil, about 770 kilometres 
south of Manila, on Saturday 
and urged commanders to 
“go get these terrorists." 


Military officials and politi- 
cians told townspeople they 
were confident such a raid 
could not be repeated, but 
terrified survivors were not 
comforted. 

Here at the forward head- 
quarters. however, junior 
officers complained that the 
pursuit operation was being 
hampered by supply and 
coordination problems. For 
example, patrols spotted a 
group of Abu Sayyaf fighters 
early Sunday and radioed for 
reinforcements at 6 a.m. 

Four helicopter loads of 
troops arrived — seven hours 
later. Some officers, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
complained that on occasions 
the helicopters land troops in 
the wrong place. 

Maj. Yurong said the gun- 
men are believed to be hold- 
ing up to 20 hostages. But he 
said the precise number is 
difficult to determine because 
the insurgents release a few 
from time to time and then 
take others. 

A 51-year-old woman, 
Lucila Ocso. said that gun- 
men took two of her sons last 
Friday after stealing her 
chickens. 

The government claims 
Abu Sayyaf has links to inter- 
national groups and may be 
trying to provoke religious 
war. Troops here said two of 
tbe dead were bearded, light- 
skinned and did not have 
Filipino facial features. 

In Ipil, a Roman Catholic 
leader cautioned against a 
backlash against Muslim resi- 
dents, who make up about 
3,600 of the municipality's 
50,000 inhabitants. 

“I hope and pray, and I 
keep on repeating it to the 
people, not to blame the 
Muslims here," Bishop 
Frrderico Escaler said. “For 
years, we lived side-by-side in 
peace, cooperation and col- 
laboration with our Muslim 
brothers.” 

But the bishop added: “It 
could be that some of them 
were involved because some 
of the raiders came from the 
sea and that's where our 
Muslim brothers live." 

The government fears 
arming the Christian popula- 
tion would play into the 
hands of the Abu Sayyaf mili- 
tants, who they suspect are 
trying to foment religious war 
to establish an Islamic state in 
the southern Philippines. 

Mr. Ramos announced at a 
press conference the govern- 
ment had established “a defi- 
nite connection with Abu 
Sayyaf here and international 
terrorist groups.” 


Algerian 
rebel 
leader 
ready for 
peace 

NICOSIA < R) — The leader 
of one of Algeria's main 
armed Islamist groups has 
told the army-backed govern- 
ment he wants negotiations 
to try to end the country's 
three-year-old violence. 

Mezrak Madani. head of 
the Islamic Salvation Army 
(AIS). said in a statement 
obtained by Reuters on Sun- 
day: 

“We are ready to go furth- 
er with those who are honest 
and eager among our people, 
if we find in them good inten- 
tion to support religion, to 
throw away injustice (now 
imposed) upon the people 
and to save the homeland.” 
The AIS is the armed wing 
of the outlawed Islamic ‘ 
Salvation Front (FIS) and is 
seen as more open to possible 
negotiation than the more 
ruthless Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA). 

Mr. Madam's five-page 
statement made no specific 
concessions. 

It was his second appeal for 
moves to a swift and peaceful 
solution, following one in 
March in which he had signed 
himself “national emir of the 
FIS and the AIS." 

Significantly, the AIS lead- 
er signed his latest call merely 
“caretaker national emir of 
the Islamic Salvation Army." 
with no suggestion that he 
was also head of the FIS. the 
only real recognised political 
voice of the Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

He stressed the AIS's 
loyalty to the FIS. saying 
“the FIS is, and remains, rhe 
premier political force in 
Algeria and cannot be sur- 
passed." adding that the AIS 
appeal gave the “green light" 
to the FIS leadership to take 
“the decisive decision in the 
interests of the religion, peo- 
ple and homeland.” 

FIS supreme leaders Abas- 
si Madani and Ali Belhadj 
are jailed in Algeria. They 
were arrested before a gener- 
al election in December 1991 
in which the FIS took a huge 
first-round lead. The author- 
ities in January 1992 scrapped 
the poll, the FTS was out- 
lawed and the two men were 
later jailed for 12 years each. 

Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual last year 
acknowledged he had held 
talks with the FTS leaders to 
try to end the bloodshed in 
which some 40.000 people 
have now died. But he later 
said his efforts had failed 
because of “their intransi- 
gence." 

Islamists sources, who pas- 
sed Mezrak Madani *s state- 
ment to Reuters, said it . is 
a test of the authorities' 
goodwill and honesty before 
public opinion, to reach a 
solution to satisfy all the par- 
ties." 

Mr. Mezrak Madani said: 
“We raise anew our resound- 
ing voice and (make a) strik- 
ing appeal to those eager for 
religion, the people and the 
interests of the homeland to 
hurry and move to save what 
can be saved and cut the 
pathway of the eradicators 
who throw to the fields of 
death the deprived among 
our people.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Holbrooke ends visit to Greece 

ATHENS (AFP) — Richard Holbrooke. U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for European affairs, left Athens Sunday 
after a round of meetings that focussed on differences 
between Greece and Turkey. Mr. Holbrooke handed 
Greek Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou a letter from 
U.S. President Bill Clinton touching on problems between 
both countries. Mr. Papandreou will reply next week, his 
spokesman Telemaque Hytiris said. Mr. Holbrooke also 
met Greek Defence Minister Gerassimos Arsenis and 
Foreign Minister Carolas Papoulias, who said later that 
both sides agreed progress had to be made on Cyprus in 
order to improve relations between Athens and Ankara. 
The pro-government To Vima weekly said Mr. Clinton's 
letter pleaded for joint, trust-building measures between 
Greece and Turkey to help settle differences in the Aegean 
and prevent any naval or air incident in the region. 

UAE coast guards seize hashish 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
coast guards have seized more than one tonne of hashish 
and arrested three Iranian drugs smugglers, the Interior 
Ministry said Sunday. Around 527 kilogrammes of the 
drugs were seized off the northern port of Fujeirah in the 
Gulif of Oman, the ministry said in a statement to local 
newspapers. Police investigations led them to 285 kilog- 
rammes of hashish concealed in a house in the nearby 
emirate of Ras Al Khaimah and another 319 kilogrammes 
in the mountains in Fujeirah, the statement said. The three 
confessed to police they had accomplices in the UAE and 
the smuggling was organised by the head of the gang in 
Pakistan. The drugs were to be smuggled to other countries 
in the region, where other gang members were waiting to 
receive them, the statement said. The ministry had 
contacted authorities in those countries to arrest the 
remaining gang members, but did not identify which states 
they were. It was the second biggest drug haul in the UAE. 
which is favoured by international drug gangs because of its 
poorly-guarded long coastline. 


French, Kuwaiti navies start exercises 

KUWAIT (AP) — French and Kuwaiti navies Sunday 
started a four-day exercise with live ammunition in the Gulf 
off the emirate's southern shore, the Kuwaiti Defence 
Ministry said. The exercise, code-named Gulf Pearl, is the 
latest in a series of manoeuvres the emirate has conducted 
with its Gulf war allies since liberation from Iraqi occupa- 
tion in February 1991. They are designed to train Kuwait’s 
small military and reaffirm support for the emirate's 
security. The French frigate Commandante Bo^y, carrying 
Exocet anti-ship missiles and a crew of 160, is taking part in 
the exercise near Umm AI Maradim and Qanih. about 30 
kilometres off the coastal town of Mina’ Sa’ud near the 
Saudi border. A Defence Ministry statement said the 
navy’s Sanbouk missile boat and a number of air force 
F/A-18 Hornet fighter bombers were participating. 

Israel plans centre to fight Russian mafia 

TEL AVIV ( AFP) — Police Minister Moshe Shahal plans 
to set up an international centre in Israel to coordinate the' 
fight against the Russian mafia, the daily Yediot Aharonot 
reported Sunday. Police ministers from 24 Mediterranean 
countries are to discuss the project at a meeting organised 
by the United Nations at the end of April in Cairo, the 
newspaper said. Various countries with no diplomatic ties 
with Israel such as Libya and Algeria may be involved in' 
the plan, it added. The centre is to be set up in several 
months at Shfaram police college in Israel's northern 
Galilee region. It may receive U.N. funding and will be 
headed by Israeli, U.S. French. English and Egyptian 
experts in drug-trafficking, money-laundering, counterfeit- 
ing and international terrorism.” Yediot Aharonot said. A 
police spokesman would not confirm or deny the report. 
Mr. Shahal outlined a similar proposal at an Interpol 
conference held in Naples, Italy, two months ago to discuss 
the fight against onpmised crime. Israel has increasingly 
become a centre of Russian mafia activity following the 
arrival of around half a million Jewish immigrants from the 
former Soviet Union in the past five years. 



China vice 
mayor commits 
suicide 

BEIJING (R) — The suicide 
of a senior Chinese offidal 
under suspicion of corruption 
has exposed the extent of 
investigations into high-level 
graft in the Communist Par- 
ty. analysts said Sunday. 
Wang Baosen, 60, one of two 
executive vice mayors of 
Beijing and chairman of tbe 
Municipal Planning Commis- 
sion. shot himself in the 
mountains in Huairou Coun- 
ty on the outskirts of Beijing 
Iasi Tuesday evening, Xinhua 
News Agency said. He was 
the first senior official re- 
ported to have committed 
suicide since the end of the 
radical 1966-76 Cultural Re- 
volution. when hundreds of 
officials killed themselves to 
escape persecution as alleged 
rightwingers. Chinese 
sources said Mr. Wang might 
have committed suicide not 
only under pressure of the 
probe into corruption, a 
charge carrying the death 
penalty, but knowing he 
could be sacrificed to protea 
even more senior officials. 
“Wang's suicide is an exam- 
ple of the Chinese proverb 
’sacrifice the pawn to save the 
general'." said a Chinese 
source familiar with the case. 
Mr. Wang, who appeared in 
public, just hours before 
shooting himself, at the high- 
profile funeral of a Beijing 
policeman shot on duty, was 
the latest target of a rapidly 
widening corruption probe in 
the upper ranks of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Indian father 
burns daughter 

BOMBAY (AFP) — A Bom- 
bay father repeatedly burnt 
his teenaged daughter with 
an iron rod after she escaped 
from her shanty home to 
avoid being sold into pros- 
titution, police said Sunday. 
Naresh Wadke, a 40-year-old 
trucker, was arrested Satur- 
day after social activists took 
a letter pleading for help to 
the police. His 15-year-old 
daughter Bindiya had man- 
aged to smuggle the message 
out. Police told AFP that 
Bindiya had been taken to a 
state-run children’s home in 
the western city and her 
father charged with causing 
"grievous hurt.” Activist 
Hema Patkar said Bindiya 
had been badly burnt when 
she returned home Monday 
after fleeing with her boyf- 
riend to avoid being sold to a 
35-year-old alleged pimp. 
“Her father beat her badly. 
He heated an iron and put it 
on her right cheek, saying: 
“You spoke against me with 
this mouth, so l am burning 
it. You ran away from home 
with this foot, so I am burn- 
ing it." Patkar said. ‘"Her 
ears and cheek have been 
burnt to the flesh." she said. 
“Her foot too has been very 
severely burnt.” Bindiya, in 
her statement to police, de- 
scribed the thrice-married 
Wadke, who lived with two 
wives, as a hard-drinking 
monster who took his young 
daughters to sleazy bars and 
commanded them to “enter- 
tain" strange men. “My 
father says he would sell his 
daughters if he ever falls 
short of money. He told me if 
Prashant (her boyfriend) 
loves me. he should pay 
50,000 rupees ($1,562). Only 
then would he let me go with 
him. “Please help us to keep 
our love alive," she added. 
Bombay. India's financial 
capital, reputedly houses the 
country’s largest and most 
exotic red light district. . 

Prince Edward 
laments cut in • 
public funds 

LONDON (AP) — He is 
doing well in television pro- 
duction. but isn't ready for 
marriage. And he sorely feels 
his loss of public funding. In 
an interview with London's 
Evening Standard newspap- 
er. Prince Edward spoke at 
length about his company. 
Ardent Productions, his royal 
role and his plans for tbe 
future. In the interview, 
pubished Friday, the 
youngest child of Oiieen Eli- 
zabeth II said the decision 
three years ago to stop 1* 
£96,000 (then .$152,000) a 
year from the public' payroll 
had hit him “like a kick in the 
teeth.” Now he funds some 
of his charity work from his 
private income, he said, “but 
it's not a satisfactory way 
proceeding.” ‘it opens up 
the possibilities of straying 
beyond what people might 
regard as right and proper 
and being susceptible to mar- 
ket forces. Before I was in 
nobody’s pocket." he said. 
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